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Welcome back. I missed you!
In the spirit of our census results 
coming out, I asked you guys (via the 
@criticmag story) what you had all 
been missing about Ōtepoti while you 
were away for the break. 

April misses hearing the clocktower 
chime. Ryan misses Leith Liquor. 
A couple of you missed drugs and 
your dealer. Many crave the social 
acceptance Dunedin has toward 
drinking almost every day of the 
week. Madaline misses Uber eats, 
Mum’s Chicken and Rob Roy, as does 
Emily (who is currently having a Euro 
summer). Connor thought he was 
special by saying he missed nothing 
and couldn’t wait to graduate. 
Jackson misses the academic 
pressure, and Maisie wants Auntie 
Ling’s dumplings again. 

Austin misses Ngākau and Hunter 
from our video team, who will soon 
be reappearing to bring you the Critic 
Survivor series. Others miss their 
flatmates, and having them knock on 
their door before entering, unlike their 
parents. Someone can’t wait to see 
their homoerotic situationship again. 
Freddie misses beers, and Charlotte 
misses The Bog. 

Everything You Missed Over The Break
Genevieve didn’t miss much, given 
she stayed here the entire break 
(she’s empl*yed). Adorably, so many 
of you missed picking up a Critic 
magazine every Monday. The feeling 
is mutual. We’re glad to be back. 

I didn’t get up to a whole lot over 
the break, personally. I left briefly 
for home, spending some time over 
on the West Coast. With Dunedin 
devoid of students, it felt like going 
from quiet to quieter. My screentime 
dropped to barely two hours per day, 
and all I did was listen to Lana Del Rey 
and niche house music and go for 
walks in the rain. It was pretty sweet. 
My highlight was probably when 
Stella (one of our Designers) sent me 
the new design for the Editorial page. 
Hope you love it!

Finally, with Castle26 still being dead 
in the water, I encourage all of you 
to write to me (hanna@critic.co.nz) 
so I can put all of your weird and 
wonderful thoughts in the mag as 
letters. I won’t keep you any longer. 
Good luck for semester 2! 

Have your say on 
bus fare changes

Brought to 
you by 

We’re looking at moving to zone-based fares in Otago.

There are different options being put forward for 
fare zones and capping fares, and they will affect 
how much you pay for bus trips.

See orc.govt.nz/buszones 
Feedback closes 29 July 2026.

0800 672 8736
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The 2026 Re:Ori Lineup
Might as well do something before the assignments come rolling in 

By Gryffin Blockley
News Editor // news@critic.co.nz

LETTERS POLICY
Letters should be 150 words or fewer. The deadline is Thursday at 12pm. Get them into 
Critic by emailing us at critic@critic.co.nz. Letters of a serious nature directly addressing a 
specific group or individual will not be published under a pseudonym, except in extraordinary 
circumstances as negotiated with the Editors. Critic Te Ārohi reserves the right to edit, abridge, 
or decline letters without explanation. Frequently published correspondents in particular 
may find their letters abridged or excluded. Defamatory or otherwise illegal material will not 
be printed. We don’t fix the spelling or grammar in letters. If a letter writer looks stupid, it’s 
because they are.

C ritic Te Ārohi hopes you have mentally recovered 
from the first semester. Godspeed if you have any 
special exams this week – we do not envy you. 
Before the lock-in starts (we know you’re planning 
one after those results), there’s a whole week of 

good stuff to get up to. Tickets to the paid events can be 
snagged on the OUSA website. Here’s what’s happening: 

MONDAY: Monday is the indoor movie night. As you’ve 
probably noticed by now, it’s fucking cold outside, so don’t go 
there. Instead, rock up to Auahi Ora from 7 to 9:30pm for a free 
movie. Popcorn is provided, and the bar is open to spice up the 
night. Keep your eyes peeled on the @ousanz Instagram to see 
what’s playing. 

TUESDAY: It’s a triple showing on Tuesday. In between lectures, 
you can check out Clubs Day in the Link and Main Common 
Room. It’s the perfect time to pick up a hobby other than 
drinking or doomscrolling. In the evening, you can keep it 
mellow at Auahi Ora’s Open Mic & Karaoke Evening, from 8 to 
10:30pm. Otherwise, if you’ve missed U-Bar too much, grab a 
$10 ticket to the Y2K party kicking off from 9pm.

WEDNESDAY: Tempted to wag a class already? The Radio One 
Market Day is back again, just in time to snag a new fit for 21st 
season. In the evening, there’s a quiz night that is for all the 
students who don’t know niche old shit at a pub quiz – the “No 
Boomers” trivia. Round up a team of up to six brainiacs and 
grab your tickets online, teams are $30. Down under in U-Bar, 
Radio One is taking over Pint Night with Band Tee Bangers. 

Music from the bands that altered your brain chemistry are on 
show all night, with all the classic Pint Night antics to match. 

THURSDAY: Not to be biased, but this is the best night of 
Re:Ori. Critic has gotten our dear friend Craig Daniels to host a 
bingo night (bought to you by Wests <3), with a Ninja SLUSHi 
up to grabs. Tickets are only $10, so bring your lucky cards and 
rock up to Auahi Ora from 7-9:30. If you’re too scared to get 
caught by Campus Watch, U-Bar is hosting a House Party, with 
$10 tickets as well. Rock up from 9pm for a night of good vibes 
from the decks. Rumour has it that the first 50 punters to 
enter before 10pm at the House Party and Tuesday’s Y2K party 
get a $7 food and beverage voucher. 

FRIDAY: Feeling tired yet? Te Oraka is bringing the wholesome 
energy with a nighttime festival. With a stacked range of 
thrifting goods to cop, and an array of food trucks, it’s the 
perfect moment to add some wholesome memories to the 
Re:Ori lore. Auahi Ora and the Union Courtyard are hosting the 
nighttime festivities, from 5-9pm. 

SATURDAY: One last hurrah! Te Rōpū Māori Presents: Hori Shaw 
& Te Wehi rounds off Re:Ori. Te Wehi brings songs backed by 
consistent number one places on the Aotearoa Music Charts 
last year, while Hori Shaw brings roots and reggae tunes that 
snagged him the Breakthrough Artist at the 2025 Aotearoa 
Music Awards. Student tickets are $50, kicking off from 8PM 
in Union Hall. Keep an eye out on our socials for a double pass 
giveaway! ★
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LETTERSCONTENTS
Joke to the Editor

How much does a roof cost?

Nothing! It’s on the house.

HAHA

Editor’s Response: rofl

Dear Critic,

There is a proverb, “The way to a man’s 
heart is through the stomach.” I won 
the love of my wife by cooking her 
One Egg Chocolate Egg Sponge Cake 
from the Edmonds Recipe book for her 
nineteenth birthday. It was a miracle!

I recommend cooking to anyone. 
Cooking used to be called Home 
Science or Home Economics. It was 
thought unacademic. However, cooking 
can save a fortune!

Yours sincerely, 

Anthony Skegg 

Send a letter to the editor at critic@critic.co.nz  
to be in to win a $20 UBS voucher.

Dear Critic editor. 

*deep sigh* I'll just be honest, I miss the 
magazine. I get that you and your Critic 
goons all have your own lives to manage 
over the break, but unfortunately, I can't 
accept the absence of the magazine 
during this period. Would it REALLY have 
been so hard to just prep ones for the 
break in advance? Surely not. I imagine 
it doesn't take long to make a magazine 
if I'm being blunt. Realistically it should 
take a day or two, tops.

I'm a little disappointed, but hey, you 
live and you learn. Hoping for a less 
disappointing experience over the 
coming mid sem break.

Stern regards,

-Me.

Hello fellow magazine

I recently made a magazine about local 
music called Stapled Noise. We should 
totes do a collab sometime I really love 
that ethan guy you got interviewing 
bands for local produce last sem. please 
send my love to him. also ive always 
thought of stapled noise as critic and 
radio one's weird incest baby - let me 
know your thoughts.

Sincerely,

Ash aka Mr Stapled Noise
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L ate last semester, a mailing list of Zoology 
Postgraduate students received a “not-positive 
email message” from their Head of Department. 
Critic Te Ārohi understands that the email was sent 
following some students putting critical post-it 

notes on an AI-generated poster made by staff. The email was 
subsequently shared with Critic. 

The post-it notes, described in the email as “activism”, 
“warfare against AI” and “bullying”, were put on a poster for 
the Zoology Graduates Celebration that featured an AI-image 
of a kiwi with a tail (something that kiwis don’t have – only 
something a Zoology student would notice). The post-it 
notes encouraged the poster-maker to “use real art” and 
“critical thinking???”, condemning the posters as a “waste of 
resources”.

Lucinda*, a Zoology student, emphasised that no one wrote 
directly onto the AI posters. According to her, some of her 
fellow Zoology postgrads that were graduating from their 
undergraduate degrees were “upset” at this use of AI for their 
graduation poster, feeling it demonstrated a lack of effort. 
Hence, the post-it notes broke out. After that, Lucinda made 
her own hand-drawn poster featuring a weka (claiming that 
she wanted to partly “support the graduation” and partly 
“put in some effort [and] show that I can make a poster that 
doesn’t have to be made by AI”).

According to Lucinda, her hand-drawn poster then got 
“photocopied and plastered next to some of the AI posters”. 
Lucinda emphasised that these were not put on top of any of 
the original AI posters, and the photocopying was not done 
by her. In response, another post-it note was put on the hand-
drawn poster from a Zoology professor who encouraged 
students to come and have a conversation about “AI, fair use 
and science”. 

In a subsequent email responding to the saga, the Head of 
Department noted that they don’t want to “police” Zoology, 
and that they “are all adults”. However, they noted that if 
there was more “anti-AI sentiment” or “undermining of staff,” 
then they would have “no alternative” but to escalate the 
situation. “[L]et’s not go there…” the email reads. According to 
Lucinda, the “unknown threat” has concerned her cohort and 
herself. “These are the people that kind of have a say in my 
future… Like, it's really scary.” Lucinda said that she had “no 
idea” what potential escalation might look like. A University 
spokeswoman said that escalation should be interpreted 
as staff arranging a meeting “to discuss the situation with 
students.” 

The Zoology Head of Department claimed in the email that 
there were many other avenues for students to express issues 
with AI then making post-it notes, but the Department was not 
a place to “advocate for your political flavors – especially when 
doing so in a rather unproductive way.” When approached 
about what these other avenues might look like, the University 
clarified that this could be raising the issue with a supervisor 

Post-It Note “Warfare” Over AI-Generated Poster EXPLAINER: University Publishes Ethical Investment 
Zoology AI debate heats up Here’s a quick guide on how your University’s moolah will be invested 

By Stella Weston
By Gryffin BlockleyDeputy Editor // deped@critic.co.nz

News Editor // news@critic.co.nz

or lecturers, with its sustainability committee, brought as a 
topic for discussion to class, or for a suggestion/comment/
question to be placed in the Department’s existing suggestion 
box. When asked for comment on the events leading up to 
this email being sent out, a University of Otago spokeswoman 
replied that “[t]he University supports and encourages free 
speech on campus.”

Lucinda alleges that the conversations she has had about AI 
use in the Department “haven’t led anywhere.” Her group of 
postgrads also had a class discussion about AI where they 
“discussed how disappointed we were with it, especially in 
the Department, and nothing changed.” She thinks it might 
have been “different for others who have tried”. The University 
spokeswoman noted that “neither the Department, nor the 
University is aware of any issues being raised about the use of 
AI in the Department.”

The Head of Department claimed the graduate students 
were “trying to be smart with a hand-drawn image of a kiwi 
to oppose imagery by AI”, but Lucinda clarified that when she 
drew the poster she asked her peers what animal she should 
draw and someone said to draw a weka. “So I drew a weka, it’s 
not a kiwi,” she said. She added that there was “no intended 
parody” with the original AI poster. 

Despite Lucinda’s intentions, the Head of Department 
considered the saga to be “bullying-like in nature”, intentional 
or not, due to someone in the Department being an “AI 
specialist”. “I can understand that someone might get upset,” 
Lucinda admitted. However, she didn’t think the poster wars 
amounted to bullying. “I also know that the people were not 
intending to hurt anyone in any way and were very concerned 
that they had upset someone.” When asked if the University 
had any comment on the Head of Department’s choice of 
phrasing, a University spokeswoman replied “No.”

Critic asked Lucinda what her fellow postgrads thought of AI 
use within the Department and in their degrees. She alleged 
that while some of their lecturers have told them not to use 
it at all and that it's inaccurate, others have recommended 
using it for statistics, summarising articles, generating ideas, 
and helping with writing. Lucinda described this as a “huge 
disparity” within the Department. 

The University spokeswoman noted that the Zoology 
Department does not have a standalone policy on AI use. 
However, the University has several overarching policies on 
AI and its use. The aim of these policies is to “promote AI use 
generally” within the University, restricting use only in “high-
risk cases”. Student use is broadly encouraged except for 
specific types of events where it is restricted, such as exams.

In her personal opinion, Lucinda thinks that generative AI is 
not the “next birth of the computer”, and that it’s a “pretty shit 
chatbot rushed to market before appropriate regulations and 
safety guardrails were put in place.” Damn. ★

* name changed

O n Friday July 3rd, the University published their 
new Ethical Investment Policy. This followed the 
acceptance of the findings of the Working Group 
on Institutional Neutrality. Those findings included 
a recommendation to develop and adopt an ethical 

investment policy. 

Why did the University develop an Ethical Investment Policy?

In May last year, a twenty five page report was tabled by the 
University’s Working Group on Institutional Neutrality. The 
report followed calls for the University to directly condemn the 
ongoing genocide in Gaza involving the states of Palestine and 
Israel. The Working Group recommended adopting a stance 
of institutional neutrality, which meant that the University 
would not take any position on political affairs that don’t 
relate to the everyday operation of the University. It was also 
recommended that ethical procurement and investment 
policies were adopted.

The University Council subsequently adopted all 
recommendations from the Working Group. Now, with the 
policy published, some members of the University community 
are paying close attention to these policies, especially in light 
of the University’s controversial partnership with Israeli-linked 
Palo Alto Networks in the planned Queenstown Campus. 

In a statement given to Critic Te Ārohi, OUSA President Daniel 
Leamy said that “OUSA supports the University continuing to 
make progress on ethical issues of importance to students, 
including sustainability and responsible funding”. Daniel added 
that OUSA welcomes the new Ethical Investment Policy as a 
“step toward ensuring the University’s investments align with 
the community's values.”

What are the key takeaways?

The policy lays out both what the University should not invest 
in from here on out (“prohibited investments”), and in what 
circumstances current investments should be disposed of or 
sold off (“grounds for divestment”).

The first key takeaway is that prohibited investments fall into 
three main areas, recognising that they do not align with the 
University's “strategic vision in principles”. Firstly, investment 
in entities involved in the manufacture of tobacco products 
is prohibited. Secondly, investment in entities involved in 
armaments (the “manufacture, distribution, or sale of anti-
personnel landmines, cluster munitions, nuclear weapons, 
biological or chemical weapons, or any other weapons 
deemed illegal under international law, or of civilian automatic 
and semi-automatic firearms, magazines or parts) is 
prohibited. Lastly, entities participating in fossil fuels (involved 
in the “mining of coal and tar sands, or the exploration and 
production of oil and gas”) is prohibited. 

For these prohibited areas, the policy states that a “proactive” 
approach should be taken. Consideration of investments 

linked to these fields should be excluded well in advance of 
any investment decisions. 

The other key takeaway is what constitutes grounds 
for divestment – when the University should dispose of 
investments that don’t align with the Ethical Investment 
Policy. There are three key actions that, if undertaken by an 
entity, require the University withdraw their investment in 
that entity. The first no-no is actions involving corruption. 
Entities that are proven to be engaged in “illegal or criminal 
activity, including money laundering, human trafficking 
or bribery” won’t be getting a cent. Secondly, entities that 
cause “significant, deliberate, and ongoing environmental 
degradation, including deforestation or unremediated toxic 
waste dumping” are subject to divestment. Thirdly, actions 
involving unlawful violation of human or labour rights won’t 
fly. Divestment is possible where entities are proven to be 
“complicit in systematic human rights abuses, including 
forced labour or child exploitation”. 

The University states that materiality thresholds and timelines 
for divestment “may need to be determined” in the policy. 
In layman's terms, this means that the University still might 
need to figure out at what point an investment becomes 
problematic, and how quickly it should be divested. 

Practically, how will this policy be engaged with? 

While institutionally neutral, the University notes that it can 
“positively influence corporate behaviour” through active 
engagement and shareholder advocacy. For the University, 
that could look like engaging with sectors or entities to 
encourage practices in line with the policy, exercising voting 
rights to support shareholder resolutions that align with the 
policy, and collaborating with others to advance investments 
that align with the policy. 

There is nothing in the contents of the policy that prevents 
anyone in the University community (including students) from 
expressing their thoughts on ethical investment. This applies 
to views on any sector or entity behaviour, consistent with 
the “principles of academic freedom” and the University’s 
Statement on Free Speech. 

If you want to raise a complaint about the policy, the University 
directs complaints to the Chief Financial Officer (cfo@otago.
ac.nz), or through their Protected Disclosures Policy (which 
basically protects whistleblowers).  ★
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Explore Your Artistic Streak With Andrew McCulloch
New niche hobby just dropped 

By Jesse Valpy
Staff Writer // news@critic.co.nz

According to a statement from the University to Critical Tribune, the ice rink 
(included in fees from Semester Two onwards) will “reduce seasonal depression, 
boost morale and give physio students something to do other than keg stands.”

Critical Tribune speculates that this foray into ice skating is a result of 
the University trying to appeal to whatever Gen Z is into. With TV shows 

Heated Rivalry and Off Campus thrusting (LOL) ice sports into the spotlight, 
University-led planning allegedly identified “ice smut” as one of the most cost-

effective ways to improve mental wellbeing. 

Fourth year Surveying student, Guy Chilla, tipped off Critical Tribune that 
the University enlisted the help of SURV420 students to identify an appropriate 

location for the rink. Guy explained that “the Uni didn’t have to pay us like they 
would for actual Engineers, and stuff. They just told us to ‘go ham’ and find a 

somewhat decent spot”. 

Multiple locations were considered for the rink. The Museum Lawn was the 
preferred location for most of the search, due to it being a "permanent ice rink 
in winter anyways”. However, these plans were thwarted when the museum staff 

expressed concern about visitors “accidentally eating shit” on the ice while trying 
to enter the museum. 

Ultimately, the courtyard in between the Clocktower and Quad lecture theatres 
was selected, as Campus Watch could fence it off on weekends from drunk students. 
Critical Tribune also received an allegation that senior leadership staff preferred 
this location as watching people fall over is way more entertaining than running 

the University is. The University declined to respond to this allegation. 

Construction is expected to begin imminently, with expected completion expected 
to align with the premiere of Heated Rivalry’s second season. The University 

assured naysayers that this is a wise investment of fees, claiming that “there’s free 
ice for like half the year naturally anyways. #Sustainable”, and “those caution ice 

likely signs are surprisingly fucking expensive.”

With construction breaking ground next week, Critical Tribune can exclusively 
reveal the rink will be called “On Campus”. Time to lace up those skates and 

find a date. ★

By 

Grey-Finn Cockley 

al

L ocal Artist Andrew McCulloch is running five Life 
Drawing Classes from the 29th July through to 
26th August, on Wednesdays from 6 to 8pm. Taking 
place in the Evison Lounge at Clubs and Socs, you 
don’t need to trek far from your flat to pick up a new 

winter hobby. These sessions are entirely beginner-friendly, but 
also suitable to those with experience. 

Critic Te Ārohi had a chat with Andrew, who brings his 
experience in the design and animation fields to his teaching. 
As well as this, he has run multiple arts courses around 
Ōtepoti. He explained to Critic that each session begins with a 
short demonstration, and hopefully over time students will be 
able to produce an accurate figure drawing themselves, and 
be able to recognise light and dark tones. This is done through 
focusing on the anchor points of anatomy, and the Reilly 
abstraction method. To find out what that means, you’ll have 
to go along and see for yourself. No spoilers over here. 

Since it’s a life drawing class, there will be a live model present 
to help learn the techniques. Although this may sound 
unfamiliar and daunting, Andrew assured that it’s a practical 
and respectful environment, where you don’t need to be 
super talented at drawing by any means. These classes are for 
everyone – time to level up your art skills from just doodling in 
lectures. 

“It’s definitely not about talent. It's about hard work,” Andrew 
explained. To him, being an artist isn’t something people are 

“necessarily born with”, but is forged from “diligent effort”. If 
people are learning to create the right way, then improvement 
is “basically inevitable – regardless of how talented people 
believe they are or aren’t.”

According to Andrew, people have been super appreciative 
of these classes. For students, part of the appeal is that they 
are able to continue with art, even whilst juggling study and 
further commitments. It’s great to hear you don’t need to let 
your degree kill your creative spark, despite what 100 level 
courses would have you believe. 

Andrew has designed the space to offer a sense of calm and 
relaxation, away from judgement and competitive stress. 
Despite being a step out of the comfort zone for some, 
especially when a model displaying nudity is involved, people 
are generally fine once they are there and can understand 
how relaxed, supportive and practical the atmosphere is. “It 
definitely requires a level of maturity and sensitivity, but it 
has something to offer for everyone," said Andrew. This can 
definitely provide an intriguing alternative to spending your 
Wednesday nights wrapped up in the library. 

Why not try and explore your creative flair? Bring a friend 
and try something new, and experience the therapeutic 
perspective for yourself. Sign-up on the OUSA website – the 
five sessions cost $190 (all materials are included) and take 
place on Wednesdays 6-8pm, kicking off in the third week of 
lectures. ★
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BROUGHT TO YOU BY

There are 10 differences between the two images

www.sudokuoftheday.com

Illustrated by Tamaki Shimaoka

FIND THESE WORDS:
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SURVIVOR
FLATTING

STATISTICS
OUTMOG

BANDANNA
TRANSGENDER

HUMAN
RIGHTS

PROTEST
PUNK

OUTDIVA
DEPT

PORTAL
EDUCATION

UNICORN
SPARKLES
OUTRIZZ

DOWN

1 A YouTuber's fans

6 An object from times past

7 Food still safe to consume

9 Teddy bear-like species from Star Wars

10 Iconic building in New York (2)

13 You can't catch him (2)

17 Too much

18 An example of onomatopoeia

19 An activity banned on campus

20 Exposed

21 His name is usually said when making a 
basketball shot

22 They can take you to/from the airport

23 Fictional city, known for its fucked crime 
rate

1 Magic

2 Type of lizard

3 Japanese tree typically grown in pots

4 Can speak on behalf of a company

5 The UK's departure from the EU

8 Without an objective 

11 Equipping weapons

12 To interupt mid-conversation

14 "I am vengeance! I am the night! I am 
______!"

15 Granting someone a job just because 
they're your kid

16 Elders

18 Ignore

21 Beer barrel

ACROSS
1 A YouTuber's fans
6 An object from times past
7 Food still safe to consume
9 Teddy bears armed with spears and nets

10 Iconic building in New York (2)
13 You can't catch him (2)
17 Too much
18 An example of onomatopoeia
19 An activity banned on campus
20 Exposed
21 His name is usually said when making a

basketball shot
22 They can take you to/from the airport
23 Fictional city, known for its fucked crime

rate

DOWN
1 Magic
2 Type of lizard
3 Japanese tree typically grown in pots
4 Speaks on behalf of a company
5 the UK's departure from the EU
8 Without an objective

11 Equipping weapons
12 To interupt mid-conversation
14 "I am vengeance! I am the night! I am

______!"
15 Granting someone a job just because they're

your kid
16 Elders
18 Ignore
21 Beer barrel
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Type

By Name

Survivor

The cast has been chosen. Alliances will form. 
The immunity idols have been hidden.
Over the coming months, the first ever Critic Survivor episodes 
will be released twice weekly as twelve contestants battle 
through challenges, betrayals, and any other chaos our 
gamemakers choose. 

But before the game begins, let's meet this season's 
contestants and find out what they are bringing to 
the table. ★

PROFILES
outmog outdiva outrizz

PLAYER
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As winter settles over North Dunedin and the sun 
starts setting before dinner, a familiar anxiety begins 
spreading through the student population – especially 
in halls. It starts with an overheard conversation. A 
rumour that some groups have already signed their 
flats. A friend mentioning a viewing over on Leith 
Street. Someone’s cousin apparently securing a six-
bed back in May. Suddenly, a process that seemed 
impossibly far away becomes very real, and before long, 
the F-word is sitting at the tip of everyone’s tongue. 

Flatting. 
There are few Otago traditions more stressful than this. 
Somewhere between the excitement of Toga and the 
reality of exams approaching, first-years collectively 
realise next year’s accommodation isn't going to 
sort itself out. What follows is several months of 
speculation, negotiation, and low-level forms of social 
paranoia. 

The Great Flatmate Draft
Flatting has a remarkable ability to transform your 
perception of those around you. Suddenly, you’re 
overanalysing the movements of every friend, scanning 
for compatibility. If you’re in your first year, this can 
be hard when you’ve only known each other for a few 
months, and about 50% of your memories together 
involve drinking. At the end of the day, just remember 
that good friends are not necessarily good people to 
share a power bill with.

Yesterday you saw James leave a dirty bowl in the 
kitchenette. Who knows? Maybe he's a lazy cunt that 
won’t do his dishes next year. Someone doesn’t rinse a 
spoon properly, or casually mentions they’re gluten free. 
Suddenly, every little thing becomes a red flag. Flatting 
turns ordinary friendships into a bizarre screening 
process where everyone is trying to work out who can 
be trusted with a cleaning roster. 

Then you realise that your ‘core group’ consists of 
twelve people. You’ll find yourself trying to split the 
friend group in two – which is as easy as slicing a cake 
with a cricket bat. Every proposed arrangement creates 
casualties. If no solution can be found, you’ll be left 
scrambling to make two more friends so you can move 
into Lakehouse. 

Meanwhile, you’re convinced everyone is organising flat 
groups without you. The “Flatting ‘27 [sparkle emoji]” 
group chat mysteriously goes quiet. The paranoia only 
gets worse as the flatting season ramps up, and you 
see others trawling TradeMe during lectures. While you 
were away for the break, somebody attended a viewing. 
Somebody else got onto a priority viewing list. Every 
new piece of information feels like evidence that you’ve 
somehow fallen behind. Suddenly, students who spent 
the first half of the year avoiding eye contact with 
authority figures are willingly networking with property 
managers in the hopes of securing a mould-covered 
villa with six oddly sized and shaped bedrooms. 

Despite the panic, most people eventually find 
somewhere. North D has a way of making every cohort 
believe they’re the first students to ever experience 
a housing shortage. Yet somehow, year after year, 
everyone ends up under a roof. 

The more important question is where.

The Flatting Zones
Looking at North D as a whole, it's difficult not 
to notice that certain areas have developed 
distinct identities. Whether those reputations 
are deserved is another matter entirely, but 
generations of students have collectively 
decided that different streets represent different 
lifestyles.

Pink Zone: Clyde Street to Harbour 
Terrace:
This is the real crème de la crème. 
These are the most packed flat 
viewings you’ll ever see. Close enough 
to Castle to have a good time, but far enough 
away that you can still hide away. An all ages 
scene, from second-years to post-grads. 

Red Zone: Castle, Leith and Howe Street
Survival of the fittest. A moment of silence 
for the exchange students who have been 
placed here in UniFlats. Howe Street is under 
this zone because it’s typically full of all of 
the Castle Street rejects, asking themselves 
“Howe did I end up here?”

Lime Zone: Cumberland & Great King Street 
Living near Fatty Lane will mean flat meals 
are all too easy to substitute. But it’s not all 
sunshine and chicken nuggets – as soon as 
you spot a cattle truck driving by you’ve got 
15 seconds to shut your window before your 
room smells like sheep shit for the next half 
hour. 

Deep Blue Zone: York Place to Royal Terrace
Welcome to the post-grad retirement village, full 
of dusties and crusties. Your neighbour likely owns 
a lawnmower and may have multiple children.Take 
caution hosting here. Noise complaints aren't a 
possibility – they're an inevitability.

Brown Zone: Butts Road
LOL! Also, cold.

Yellow Zone: Albany Street Connection Project Impact 
Zone
Living South of the Leith, you’ll spend your days cursing 
the Albany Street Connection Project (AKA roadworks 
galore). Good luck finding a park, but it’s certainly a 
convenient location. 

Purple Zone: Queen, George and Duke Street
Ahhh, Castle Street for third-years. These streets are 
home to the upper-class version of the ragers second-
years hold. Think cocktail nights that go until 3am, 
dinner parties where you end up with your head in the 
toilet, and 21st’s where the speeches go on for a little 

too long. You don't go out often, but when you do, you 
go big or you go home – usually to Queen street. 

Dark Green Zone: Woodhaugh 
Here, the sun is afraid of you. With such a damp 
microclimate, it's a place so fertile that dropping an 
apple core would likely spawn a tree. Your Sunday 
itinerary involves chopping wood, walking your dog 
through the Woodhaugh Gardens and enjoying a cup of 
tea by the fire.  

Cerulean Zone: The North East Valley
In the NEV, you pay $130 a week in rent for a fireplace-
heated abode while feeding your neighbour's cat 
leftover dinner. Your day-to-day consists of bringing in 
firewood that your landlord probably gave you for free, 
walking through the Botans, and convincing yourself 
you live on the sunny side of the Valley. The money you 
save on rent is likely spent between lunch at Beam Me 
Up Bagels, the pokies at Tipplers or mulled gin at Inch 
Bar. That walk to class through the Botans never gets 
old. Up the NEV!

For all the mythology surrounding North Dunedin's 
various factions, most students end up exactly where 
they need to be. The best flats are rarely defined by 
location, but by the people inside them. Whether you’re 
up in Woodhaugh, down by Greggs (RIP), or somehow 
living on Butts Road, you’ll spend the year creating your 
own version of Ōtepoti.

May the odds be ever in your favour. ★

Illustrated by 

Jimmy Tannock

By Jonothan McCabe and 

Molly Smith-Soppet
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By Name

Are you having more or less sex than your peers? Has ket 
finally taken over as the scarfie drug of choice? Just how 
visible is our OUSA president? Critic Te Ārohi has the answers. 
Welcome to the results of the sixth annual Critic Te Ārohi 
Census! Census is a nosy and fairly invasive deep dive into 
Otago students and their habits around university, AI, drugs, 
drinking, sex, and social media. 

Everyone say thank you to Gryffin Blockley for working his 
magic on the raw data set. Note that for most questions 
respondents could select more than one answer, so totals 
adding to more than 100% are intentional, we promise.

Disclaimer: Some AI was used to explain Excel to me 
because I skipped my recommended statistics papers, sorry. 

Demographics

974 of you filled out the census this year, a number second 
only to 1005 in 2024, and more than double what we 
needed for a statistically significant sample. You guys are 
our favourites, and we love you. Deadass, thank you so 
much for taking the time. So let’s get to know our wonderful 
respondents!

According to the Uni’s quick stats on their website (great 
research, we know), there were 21,295 students enrolled 
at Otago as of 2025. So, nearly 5% of them did the census. 
That’s like nearly the threshold to enter Parliament. The 
average respondent was a straight second year Pākehā atheist 
female from Canterbury, who reads Critic every week. 

Overall though, our basic data was fairly representative of 
demographics compared to the Uni’s stats. 70.8% of our 
respondents were female, 23.8% male, and 5.5% gender 
diverse. Uni stats reflect a student demographic that is 61.1% 
female, 38.0% male and 0.01% gender diverse. We’re loving 
the queens and the queers over here. 

To those of you who called us out for not having Pasifika as 
a set option in our ethnicity section – that was a total fuck 
up, and we’re so sorry. 68.4% of census respondents were 
Pākehā,  11.5% Māori, 8.2% Asian, 1.6% Pasifika, 3.5% Middle 
Eastern, Latin American or African and 6.5% were Other. Uni 
stats reflect a demographic that is 69.8% Pākehā, 12.5% 
Māori, 22.2% Asian, 7.1% Pasifika, 5.1% Middle Eastern, Latin 
American or African, and 3.1% as Other or unknown. 

Uni demographic stats are informed by the questions you 
answer in enrolling, which forces everyone to answer. That’s 
unfair. Once we transition into gaining full dictatorship power, 
we’ll really have the tea. However, for now, we’ll stick to our 
strengths: asking students questions the University can’t.

For some extra for experts stats, 58.5% of respondents are 
atheists, and 23% are agnostic. 14.4% are Christian, 1.1% 
are Muslim, 0.8% are Buddhist, and 0.8% are Hindu. 0.4% 
identified as spiritual, and the remaining 1% is made up of a 
few other faiths. 

56% of you are heterosexual, 37.8% identify as LGBTQIA+ 
(with 21.8% of students identifying as bisexual), and the 
remaining 6.2% are questioning or unlabelled. This is 
surprising, considering that according to StatsNZ, only 4.9% 
of the entire NZ population identify as LGBTQIA+. We heard 
StatsNZ wishes they were us.

The University 
The University of Otago undoubtedly has a reputation for 
being that uni, with a flourishing drinking culture that revolves 
around a Castle Street permanently alight with burning 
couches. However, we all know that there’s much more to 
Otago than that, such as the occasional lecture, or three free 
hours of power. Apparently students like that, considering 
95.4% of you are happy with your choice to attend the 
University of Otago. Aw. Only 2.8% wished you had gone to a 
different university, and 1.8% of you wished you hadn’t gone 
to university at all. 

Halls

85.5% of respondents went to a hall. Of these students, 
the largest number went to Carrington (15.2%), followed by 
Caroline Freeman College (10.4%), and Te Rangihīroa (8.4%). 
84% of students who did go to a hall were happy with their 
choice. Of those that were unhappy with their choice, the 
majority wished they’d gone to Selwyn instead – nothing like a 
bit of cult FOMO to get enrolment up. 

Academics
In terms of fields of study, Science was the most studied field, 
with 388 of you landing in this category (this included those 
studying towards a Bachelors or Masters of Science, and 
more specialised degrees such as Bachelors of Surveying). 
Humanities was second with 307 respondents (this included 
Bachelors of Arts, as well as Teaching, but not Law), and 
Health Sciences took out third with 160 (this included those 
studying Medicine, first year Health Science, and Biomed, as 
well as things like Pharmacy, Physio, and Dentistry). 135 of 
you are doing Law and 119 are doing Commerce. For conjoint 
degrees such as a BASc, we included you under both science 
and arts. Please don’t come for us for any of this categorising, 
decisions had to be made. Also – the number of you that don’t 
know what degree you’re doing is concerning. 

As expected, Law demolished for the degree of choice, with 
Psychology and Politics making impressive bids for second 
and third respectively. For anyone who does have a problem 
with how the degree data was organised, just look at this 
pretty picture of the top subjects studied. 

 Despite the slander it used to get on the Castle26 (RIP) 
and UoO Confessions Facebook pages, Central Library once 
again took the win for favourite library. 48.8% of respondents 
couldn’t get enough of Cench, rivalled only by the sick, twisted 
18.7% of you that can be found at the Robertson. 

Future Plans

56.5% of students have some idea of what they’re going to 
do after university. Whether that’s just a prepared script for 
your family or friends when they ask what you’re going to 
do with your life, or an actual plan, we don’t need to know. 
24.8% are certain they know what they want to do (6.2% of 
which said they’ve known since they were just little babies). 
That’s a decrease from the 31.3% that were certain of their 
career paths in 2024. To the 18.8% that put “no, it’s a sensitive 
subject”, we see you. 

Breaking this down by degree, Humanities had the highest 
comparative percentage of students with no idea (22.0%), 
but also the highest percentage of students that have 
known what they wanted to do all along (8.4%). 41.7% of 
Health Science students are certain of what they want to do, 
compared to only 18.3% of Science students. Surprisingly, Law 
students had the lowest number of students certain about 
their future plans, with just 16.3%. 

Lecture Attendance

Assuming you were more honest with us about your lecture 
attendance than you are with your parents, 30.2% of you go 
to every lecture unless you have a valid reason (“valid” being a 
fairly loose and subjective term). 6.4% said they never attend 
lectures. The rest of you were split between attending most 
of the time, occasionally, and half of the time (in that order). 

The Uni’s new lecture recording policy seems to have been 
beneficial to the majority of students (51.1%), who say they 
always catch up on the lectures they miss using recordings. 
7.9% state they never catch up lectures they miss, and 
another 7.9% said they usually watch lectures online instead 
of attending. 

Critic Te Ārohi

Time to talk about ourselves – our favorite thing to do. 60.2% 
of you lovely people read Critic every week. 34.6% pick it up 
occasionally. To the 5.1% who answered that they don’t read 
Critic, thanks for filling out the census anyways. 
Moaningful Confessions and Horoscopes were by far 
the favourite columns(38.9% and 37.9% 
respectively), with 
Booze Review making 
its way up in the 
world (8.7%). 

Illustrated by Eleanor Walker
By Stella Weston and Gryffin Blockley
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Rice Purity

Thank you to those who took the time to redo the Rice Purity 
test. We’re sorry it wasn’t the Critic Vice Purity test – we’re 
working on making that the official version. The average 
score was 49.7, pretty close to 2025’s average of 50.9. The 
student population is only getting naughtier! Two people 
scored 1 (it’s a toss up between if they committed an act of 
incest, of bestiality, or of lying for attention), and two scored 
100 (Critic hereby gives you permission to hold hands with 
us romantically). We’ve got every end of the spectrum here 
at Otago, folks. A lot of you felt the need to clarify that your 
scores of 67 and 69 weren’t jokes. We appreciate that. 

Comparing your scores by your degree actually didn’t tell us 
a lot. Science and Health Sciences have the highest median 
averages of 48 and 47 respectively. Humanities follow with an 
average of 44 (an increase from last year's 39), then Law with 
41, and Commerce with 40. Go figure. 

 

Social Media 

 Instagram is the most frequently used app (42.9%), followed 
by TikTok (35.5%), and Snapchat (only 7.8%). Special mentions 
to the 5 people who said OneNote, the 4 who said Hay Day, 
and the one who said the New World app. 

Although students spend less time on it, Snapchat beat 
Instagram this year as the social media platform that the 
most students actively use (657 of you!). Didn't you guys read 
the Tabloid Issue? Snapchat is OUT! Find a new way to send 
nudes, or a dealer that doesn’t rely on posting various leaf and 
gear emojis on their story the week of Electric Ave. 

AI

In terms of AI, there are pretty mixed feelings. 25.6% of you 
(up from 23.3% in 2025, but down from 34.4% in 2024) said 
you never use AI. This was emphasised in the comments 
section, with responses ranging from “fuck AI”, to a rant about 
how “people who outsource their thinking to machines should 
be sent to inpatient psychiatric facilities until they are judged 
capable to return to society”. For the rest of you, the most 
common uses for AI include learning concepts or studying 
(57.8%), planning, writing, and/or editing (39.2%) assignments, 
as a replacement for Google or everyday use (17.2%), or as 
a friend or for advice (11.8%). To the ten of you that said you 
only use it for coding, that’s valid. To the person who said 
Claude AI sends them nudes, we’re almost sure you’re kidding. 

Dating

With the current state of the modern dating scene, let 
alone the shitshow that is the Dunedin scene in particular, 
it's unsurprising that 51.8% of you are single. 38.6% are in a 
relationship. 9.6% of you are in Hell (stuck in a situationship). 
Or, god forbid – “dating someone exclusively, but we aren't 
official”. 

Despite that, 59% of you have been in love (aw). 20.5% reckon 
they haven’t been in love, with 13.6% being unsure, and a 
further 6.9% saying that it’s a sensitive topic. With half the 
campus single, there’s plenty of fish in the sea for you all to 
fall in love with. Most importantly, there are people other than 
your evil situationship to fall in love with.

Sex

Turns out students overestimate how much sex their peers 
are having. Surprise! Unless, of course, the people having all 
the sex just don’t have the time for the census afterwards. If 
so, we recommend a more balanced lifestyle. 51% of you think 
that you’re having less sex than your peers, and 22.9% think 
they’re having more. If you want some numbers to compare 
yourself to, rather than just vibes and ego, we’ve got you: 
19.3% of you are virgins, 25.2% have slept with one person, 
8.5% have slept with more than ten, and the average body 
count of this sample was 3.5.

When it comes to how often you have sex, 29.6% said never, 
18.7% said a few times a year, 14.7% said a few times a 
month, 23.7% said a few times a week (8 single people put 
this as their answer – we’re impressed), 9.5% said once a 
week, and 3.8% said everyday. The majority (51.7%) of people 
in a relationship are having sex a few times a week, and the 
majority of single people (51.4%) have never had sex. To the 
person who replied that their vagina “whispers secrets of a 
time before celibacy”, we have all the faith in the world in you 
getting back out there.

To the 27.9% who have known their sexual partner(s) since 
before uni – it’s okay to branch out. 

61.4% of you have never been tested for an STI. Sexual 
Wellbeing Aotearoa is located in Burns House on George Street 
near the Octagon. If you’re under 22, your visit is free. 

  

 Porn

42.9% of you never consume porn, which is a decrease from 
2024’s 48%. We’d say you’re getting hornier, but realistically, 
you’re probably just getting more honest. Not as honest as 
2023, apparently, where 73.8% of respondents admitted to 
consuming porn in some form.

Out of those who do, Pornhub or other free porn sites is your 
top choice (34.6%), followed by Reddit (22.3%), and X or 
other social media (22.3%). Erotica comes in with a captive 
audience of 18%, with one comment adding that it’s “superior 
to porn as it doesn’t actively harm women xoxox”. Shout out 
to the three people who said AO3 was their most used app.  

Celebrity Crush

Ah! An ice-breaker on par with “what kind of music do you 
listen to?” This provides a fun list for us to look through, and 
a brutal list to put into Excel. Jacob Elordi took out the win 
with 30 votes, followed by Theo James (22 votes), and our 
very own Craig Daniels (14 votes). To whoever put “Tamar the 
Great, Queen of Georgia from 1184-1213 AD”, you should get 
out more.

Nights Out

Speaking of going out, flat parties were clearly students' 
favorite way to do so, with 54.1% of the vote (and another 
2.6% if you add afters). Clubbing and bars came out pretty 
even, at 15.4% and 15.1% respectively. Gigs and Pint Nights 
came in at 12.8%. 15.9% of respondents said that they have 
stolen a pint glass from Pint Night, and only 1.4% said they 
were caught. Stealthy!

Suburbia won best club (again). Do we even need to do the 
correlation with Freshers? 

Most people thought you should stop going to town once 
you hit postgrad, but a lot argued variations of “town should 
never end” and you should “follow your heart”. There was a 
general consensus that you should steer clear of Suburbia and 
Catacombs once you hit third year.

Saturday was unsurprisingly the favourite day to go out, but 
respect to the one person who said Tuesday. Can we come 
wherever you’re going? Unless it’s the Baa quiz night (Bog 
supremacy). 

52.8% of you believe Castle is dead, 17.8% think it’s still alive 
and kicking, and 11.1% (rightfully) told us to fuck off. A lot of 
people referenced the exclusiveness of it as the reason it’s 
died out, a few blamed DnB, the lack of couch burnings, or 
the removal of Castle26, and a lot blamed JAFAs. A few took 
a second opportunity to tell us to fuck off (less rightfully, we 
gave you your chance). 

When asked if they’ve done a red card in the last year, 26.1% 
asked what a red card was. What’s happened to our student 
culture? 45.5% haven’t been to one, and 12.5% have only 
attended a single one. Genuinely gutting.
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The Vice-Chancellor and OUSA

Vice-Chancellor Grant Robertson received an average rating 
of 3.65 stars, pretty much exactly what he got in 2025 
(3.66 stars). 

Of the students who said they were enrolled last year, 51.9% 
voted in the OUSA election. The average understanding 
of what OUSA does was ranked at a 3.1 out of 5. OUSA 
President Daniel Leamy thinks this isn’t a bad result. For the 
66 of you who didn’t understand at all what OUSA does, 
Daniel says it’s “a wide range of things from advocacy, to 
clubs, student support, events and student media.” For sure. 

56.8% know who the OUSA president is. President Daniel 
Leamy said he’ll “take that”, adding that “the vast majority 
of advocacy happens behind closed doors” so students 
often don’t see the work being done on their behalf.
 

Politics

82.9% of you don’t like the current National-Act-NZ First 
Coalition government, and 13.1% of you are unsure of your 
feelings towards them. If the election was today, 47.8% 
would vote Green, demolishing the two party system and 
leaving Labour with 27.4% and National with 5.4%. To the 
5.4% of you that don’t vote, please reconsider this year. 

Drinking

It’s time to further debunk Otago’s reputation for alcohol 
abuse. It turns out that 14.1% of students don’t drink, and 
most people (73.9%) only drink 1-2 times a week. 

Health NZ recommends that women shouldn’t drink more 
than 4 standards at a time, and men no more than 5. 22.7% 
of you are below this (including non-drinkers, and those who 
have 1 to 4 standards on an average night out). 38.2% of 
students will have 5 to 8 standards on a night out, and we 
bet they don’t tell Student Health that. The 20 of you that 
reported having 18 or more standards on a night out, we really 
hope you tell Student Health that. 

Despite those statistics, 51.1% still believe they drink less than 
their peers (compared to 42.7% in 2025). 36.3% think they 
drink the same amount, and 12.6% think they drink more (10% 
in 2025). 

Drugs

Marijuana takes the Student’s Drug Of Choice Award! Keeping 
its title for another year running, 66.6% of respondents (649) 
have used it recreationally (a little lower than 72% in 2025). 
Of these people, 442 use joints, 332 use a bong, and 323 
take edibles. There’s a lot of overlap there – you guys like 
to change it up. MDMA also kept its second place position, 
increasing to 41.3% having used the drug from 39.9% in 2025. 
Ketamine took Ritalin’s third place spot with 23%, and Ritalin 
(unprescribed) came in with just 21.8%. Cocaine truly is on 
the rise, with 13.1% of respondents reporting use. 27% of you 
haven’t taken any drugs recreationally. Squares. 

60.1% of people who have taken drugs have never tested 
them. Boo! Know Your Stuff offers free and discreet drug 
testing. 8.7% test them every time. Yay!

62.4% of people said they don’t vape, even socially (22.7%). 
However, only 57.1% of respondents said they don’t smoke 
cigarettes. 34.5% said they smoked cigarettes socially, and 
8.5% said they smoked in general, compared to 14.9% who 
say they vape more than just socially. 62% of you said drunk 
cigarettes don’t count. 

Mental Health

Only 16.6% of students reported not struggling with their 
mental health, pretty similar to 2024 in terms of figure (15%), 
and concern. This leaves 83.4% who did report struggling, 
or struggling sometimes, but only 24.9% of students have 
been diagnosed with one or more mental health issues, a 
decrease from 2024 (27%). However, 66.5% of respondents 
have sought support from Student Health’s Mental Health 
and Wellbeing Services, more than double the 2024 figure of 
32.1%. A huge win for student support, and knowing when to 
ask for help. Kia kaha! 

Waterbottle

And finally, there was a tie for favourite drinkbottle between 
bog standard Pump bottle, and Hydroflask. Money really can’t 
buy favoritism.

Thank you again to everyone who filled out this year’s census. 
See you next year! If you have any questions, or you want 
to know more about any stats in particular, or you want to 
discuss buying this data, please don’t hesitate to reach out. 
We can probably help you out. ★

Finances and Flatting 

Even as the cost of living crisis seems to only get worse, 77.7% 
of students aren’t eligible for student allowance – the most 
consistent figure in our results since 2022. This leaves a lot 
of students relying on parental support (except for the 15.6% 
of you who are financially independent). 32% of students 
said their parents will pay for some small expenses, or that 
they can ask them for money occasionally. 17.3% said they 
contribute towards, or pay rent, and 8.2% said the same for 
tuition. 10% get a weekly allowance, and 5.5% get weekly 
groceries. There are also a few who receive money for their 
bond, power bills, or other small contributions. 

Other than parental support, students are finding other ways 
to make ends meet, with 17% working casual shifts, 37.5% 
working part-time, and 1.8% working full-time. Hats off to 
those soldiers. That leaves 43.7% of students unemployed 
(although 13.4% of these are actively searching for j*bs). 

Average rent has officially hit $200 a week, an increase 
from $190 in both 2025 and 2024. Before that, we clearly 
weren’t being nosy enough. This year we asked students to 
round their weekly rent to the nearest $25, and of those who 
answered this question, 43.5% landed at $200, 21.8% at $175, 
and 18.2% at 225. 6 of you rounded to $100, and 9 to $300. 

With rent increases and the cozzie livs crisis, flat relations 
may be strained. Luckily, 66.4% of respondents haven’t let 
mounting pressure cause excessive flat beef, as they still 
like their flatmates, which is lovely to hear. The minority of 
respondents only like some of their flatmates (20.3%), only 
sometimes like their flatmates (10.2%) and some straight 
up don’t like their flatmates (3.2%). Thoughts and prayers –  
you’re making us regret not asking a question on flat beef.

While we’re on the topic of flatting, 81.1% of students have not 
had scabies. 10.1% have (we’re sorry), and 8.8% have treated
 just in case. Scary!
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Type

The one that got away… FOR THREE YEARS
Everyone remembers their Big University Romance. I 
can sum up mine up with a few pretty sad stats. 3 years. 
Thousands of texts. And one lousy kiss – at the airport, of 
all places.

We met in halls, where it feels like everyone is 
simultaneously trying to reinvent themselves and also find 
themselves. Not sure how that one works. Our respective 
friend groups merged perfectly, mostly because no one 
wants to eat in the dining hall alone.

He and I clicked embarrassingly well. We’d somehow 
always end up next to each other at dinner, walking home 
from town together, or being the last two standing after a 
night out. We liked the same music, laughed at the same 
dumb jokes, and had more than enough chemistry. Over 
the years, I heard of at least three of my friends planning 
our wedding.

In fact, the only people who didn't seem to realise we liked 
each other was us. Or maybe we knew, and we were just 
cowards. Anyway, literally nothing physical happened for 
our entire first year. Until it did. While he was dropping me 
off at the airport before we went our separate ways for the 
summer, he made a move. It wasn’t passionate, it wasn’t 
even very coordinated. It was the kind of clumsy, awkward 
kiss that lasted for approximately three seconds before he 
pulled away and said, “Well… have a good flight.”

Then we didn't see each other for three months. Yes, the 
daily texts continued. But it all felt completely detached 
from the spark I thought was between us. That’s the thing 
with summer – it seems three months is exactly how long 
it takes to completely erase any confidence you’ve built up 
with someone.

Second year rolls in, and we move into our flats at opposite 
ends of North Dunedin. Miraculously, our flat groups get 
together again, and so we continue spending a lot of time 
together, falling back into our old routines. Unfortunately, 
this year is a bit more complicated. Our two flat groups 
realised they didn't actually like one another that much and 
they were just hanging out for our sake. Fuck!

By Lady Gag-me

Instead of making things simple for ourselves and just 
starting to date, we did what any emotionally intelligent 
young adults would do. As our respective friend groups 
started to lowkey hate each other, we kept texting in 
secret. Nothing scandalous, but no one else really knew 
how much we kept talking. I spent semesters swinging 
back and forth between thoughts of “maybe he doesn’t like 
me as anything more than a friend” and “hang on – maybe 
he does.” 

I’m embarrassed to say it continued like that for three 
years, with us only kissing that one time in first-year. 
Eventually, we both graduated, moved away and stopped 
texting. Not because anything happened, but because 
nothing ever did.

Looking back, I'm not sure if I was just scared of rejection. I 
mean sure, that was there, but I think it was also the idea of 
ruining the possibility. People always say university is where 
you meet the love of your life. Personally, I met the almost-
love of mine. ★

HAVE SOMETHING JUICY TO TO TELL US?  

SEND YOUR SALACIOUS STORIES TO 

MOANINGFUL@CRITIC.CO.NZ  

SUBMISSIONS REMAIN ANONYMOUS.
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When we tried to schedule our next meeting over the 
break, Critic Te Ārohi was imagining that the Proctor 
would decline it in favour of sipping piña coladas for a 
sacred few weeks. It was not the case. Instead, he was 
all too keen to get our ear, and give us some Proctorly 
advice. 

If you’re new here, Proctology is the branch of 
medicine concerned with the anus and rectum. And, 
apparently, student life. 

This Month In The Clinic 

Firstly, the Proctor notes that we’re now halfway 
through the academic year. That might be scary – your 
exam results may not have gone as you might have 
liked. “It’s important to frame this as a turning point 
rather than a failure,” he says. The Proctor knows all, 
and sees all. That’s why he can guarantee that one 
semester doesn’t define your ability to succeed, 
or close off future opportunities. Your first choice 
might not be the right fit. “Courses can be changed, 
and career paths can be reshaped as interests and 
strengths become clearer.” If the Proctor says so, it 
must be true. 

Secondly, the Proctor has some words for if you 
ever do come and meet with him. Firstly, if Campus 
Watch ever refers you to his office for some antics, 
cut back on any smart comments. “On occasion, the 
invited student might have an audience, and have 
some alcohol fuelled bravado when the invitation to 
meet is delivered,” the Proctor explains. Comments 
surrounding what the Proctor might and can do with 
himself, “including colourful descriptive words” are 
always fun to debrief at a later meeting with the 
student. 

This final piece of advice is more specific, but stating 
that you’re a law student won’t help a situation when 
you’re in trouble. Without accompanying justification 
as to why being a law student is relevant to your 
actions, it won’t help your case. “I’ve spent 34 years 
dabbling in law. I could run rings around you. Why do 
you need to tell me that you’re a law student?” The 
Proctor compares such statements to “waving red at 
a bull.” 

Overall, it’s important to stand on your own two feet 
when taking accountability. Don’t rely on alcohol, or 
your degree.

Proctor’s Prescription

If you’re feeling a little shaky after the last semester, 
there’s heaps of support available. Even if things didn’t 
turn out the way you expected, you’re still meant to be 
here – it doesn’t mean you’ve failed. 

Go see the Careers Office Team in person (they’re 
located near UniCrew by Eastlane) or flick them 
an email at careers@otago.ac.nz. They can 
help recalibrate your career gameplan if your 
circumstances have changed. They’re friendly, 
creative and genuinely want you to succeed – that’s 
everything you want from someone helping you figure 
out what you could do once you leave uni. 

Alternatively, the Student Development team 
(student.development@otago.ac.nz) can help 
you achieve your academic aspirations. Taking a 
collaborative approach, they can give you course 
advice and connect you with other academic support 
systems. 

Lastly, if everything is going pearshaped, Te Pou 
Whirinaki Student Wellbeing Hub Hauora Connectors 
can link you up with all forms of support and guidance. 
Go see them in person (where the old campus shop 
used to be, near Disability Services) or flick them an 
email at wellbeinghub@otago.ac.nz. ★

By Hanna Varrs

The OUSA Executive and UniQ oppose the 
Gender (Definitions of Man and Woman)  
amendment bill, and call for it to be withdrawn 
over the dehumanisation wielded against 
transgender, non-binary, takatāpui and intersex 
people.  

Everyone deserves to live a life of dignity 
where we can be comfortable in our own 
bodies. Trans* people deserve to exist in 
public life with dignity; their identities are 
inherent to them, determined by them, and 
their validity is not up for debate.  

Fostering such a political environment that 
incites discourse on the validity of human 
beings renders these people’s very identities 

BY THE UNIQ 
EXECUTIVE AND 
OUSA EXECUTIVE 

OUSA EXEC into something that no longer belongs to 
them, but instead a conversational topic 
to be debated by people who do not know 
them. It is inherently dehumanising and 
invades everyone’s bodily autonomy and 
privacy. Incorporating the definitions the 
government has proposed would threaten the 
abilities of these people to engage in public 
life concerning the legal system, such as any 
situation where legal documents are required, 
and regarding discrimination protection, 
placing them into a space of unnecessary 
legal confusion that leaves them vulnerable. 

Instead of reducing the cost of living for New 
Zealanders, supporting the next generation of 
leaders, or investing in anything constructive, 
the government is choosing to strip away legal 
recognition from a handful of people already 
fighting every day to be comfortable in their 
own bodies.  

Trans people have always existed throughout 
human history and will continue to exist. They 
deserve to do so with dignity. ★

COLUMNS      RANGITAKI COLUMNS      RANGITAKI26 27



REBOOT  YOUR YEAR WITH

Use this Uni Student  
exclusive code 

online
NLBTU

OR

Show your Uni Student ID and 
scan this barcode instore

Find your 
favourites instore 
and scan for more

T&Cs apply.
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SEND A SNAP TO US AT  
@CRITICMAG BEST SNAP 
EACH WEEKS WINS AN 
OUSA CLUBS & SOCS 
SAUNA VOUCHER

CONTACT CRITIC ON 
INSTAGRAM TO CLAIM 
YOUR PRIZE

WINNER!

SNAP OF SNAP OF 
THE WEEKTHE WEEK

This week it’s time to let 
your hair down and embrace 
some cultish behaviour. Don’t 
sacrifice the family pet goat, 
but skipping around a beach 
bonfire while cross-faded 
with friends might do the 
trick.
Your Otago canon event: 
Never being satisfied by your 
degree choice

You have made a very wise 
decision recently. Though 
events this week may 
cause you to question your 
choices, trust your gut. That’s 
especially true if you’ve just 
quit vaping – even if you have 
a cool raspy voice, you also 
can't run a kilometre without 
dying.
Your Otago canon event: 
Flirting with a cop on Castle 
Street

Time to unleash the beast 
within and embrace Re:Ori. 
Fight your way to barricade, 
mix five different types of 
liquor and try punch darts 
in every smokers area in 
the Octagon. Show those 
Freshers what a real Scarfie 
looks like! 
Your Otago canon event: 
Getting your Uber to go up 
Baldwin Street

You could fill a room with the 
secrets you know but don't 
tell, and an extra juicy nugget 
of gossip is coming your way. 
Continue keeping your mouth 
shut, or that secret may be 
the last anyone trusts you 
with. 
Your Otago canon event: 
Having a quarter life crisis and 
doing ALL of the drugs 

Sometimes it feels like you 
sink into the background. 
However, you are the focal 
point. People do see you, and 
they love what they see. Keep 
being open and showing the 
world the real you, because 
they are huge fans and can't 
wait to see more!
Your Otago canon event: 
Making friends with everyone 
in the toilet of Residency

After coming back to freezing 
Dunedin and seeing the stark 
contrast between your home 
and your flat, you're itching to 
clean. Nuking the black mould 
in your shower and giving the 
microwave a good wipe is the 
best therapy a student can 
afford these days.
Your Otago canon event: 
Falling in love at Pint Night

It’s a new semester and a 
fresh start. Knowing how 
indecisive you are, this 
means another opportunity 
to change papers or add a 
new minor. But please think 
ahead to exam season, where 
you may regret some of your 
choices.
Your Otago canon event: 
Almost being run over by 
bogans hanging out of a Hilux

This week, your Pinterest 
will be enticing you to enter 
your whimsical era. Your 
heart is yearning to get 
enough piercings to give your 
Grandpa a heart attack and 
dye your hair anything neon. 
You may be Hettie’s Crystal 
Shop’s top customer by the 
end of the month.
Your Otago canon event: 
Being traumatised by your 
hall experience

New papers means new 
opportunities to let your 
competitive streak out 
(#academicweapon). But 
don't let your fierce nature 
cloud your vision. New papers 
also means a new dating pool, 
so keep an eye out and an 
open heart.
Your Otago canon event: 
Yearning to drop out and 
travel in second-year

You haven't been known as 
frugal in the past. But being 
home and not having to fend 
for yourself has allowed 
you some reprieve from the 
constant poverty you have 
been facing. You might still 
manage to save up for a New 
Years trip!
Your Otago canon event: 
Dressing for the wrong Castle 
Street theme

Brace yourself! 21st and red 
card season is upon us, and 
you are going to have a record 
breaking hangover. While your 
friends may not remember 
the night, the digicam never 
forgets. Lord knows your 
friends will post anything. 
Your Otago canon event: 
24 hour lock-in the day 
before your exam

The dice are in play and the 
Gods have decided your 
future. Usually, it's your job 
to pick up the pieces after 
disaster strikes – but you’ve 
had a stroke of luck! Maybe 
work will pay you sick leave 
when you call in hungover, or 
you might score a free pack 
of cigs from the ground. 
Your Otago canon event: 
Dropping acid and seeing an 
inverted lamp
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NZ sucks at football :(

On the 15th of July, TiB and 
Unicef are doing a karaoke 
night at The Bog. Prizes for 
best entries, proceeds go 
toward future club events.

UniQ is hosting QTea, 
Fortnightly Tea Time at Queer 
Space, 12-2pm starting on the 
17th of July. On the 18th of July, 
they'll also be hosting a Social 
Gathering at Woof! Bar from 
6:30pm. 

The Psychology Students Society 
is hosting their Night Out on the 
31st of July, 7pm until late at U-Bar. 
Grab tickets on their Instagram 
page (@psycsoc). 

The Latin Students 
Association is 
hosting a Latino 
social night on 
18th of July at No. 8 
Distillery at 5pm. It's 
an opportunity for 
language exchange 
in a lowkey, chill 
environment. Free 
entry, and non-
alcoholic options are 
avaliable. 

The Otago Oracle looked into her 
orb, and she thinks it’ll snow soon!

New Zealand no longer has a 
Ministry for the Environment, for 
the first time in over forty years. 
The Green and Labour parties 
have condemned the Coalition 
Government for the move. 

The first event 
for the Makeshift: 
Sustainability Festival 
will take place on 
July 18th at Yours, 43 
Moray Place, Central 
Dunedin. Head on over 
to pick up a new fit at 
the Te Orake Preloved 
Clothing Market from 
11am. Find out more 
about other events 
on Instagram (@
makeshift.scene). All 
proceeds go toward 
keeping Yours open. 

The combined sciences ball 
is taking place on July the 
24th! Tickets are $35 for 
OMISA, OBiGSA, APSA and 
OCSA members, and $40 for 
non-members. Find ticket 
details on their Instagram 
pages (@otagoomisa, @
obigsa, @apsa_otago, @
otago_chem_students). 

Come to our Bingo Night 
(hosted with Craig Daniels!) 
on Thursday of Re:Ori. 
Tickets are $10, but the fun is 
unlimited. The winner gets a 
slushy machine, and there are 
heaps of prizes to be won!

BIRTHDAY SPECIAL  
– FREE MAIN

STUDENT BYO DEAL

*please vist our 
website for T&Cs  

$17.90 STUDENT WEEKLY  
TAKEAWAY DEAL

$16 CURRY – SUNDAY NIGHT 
TAKEAWAY SPECIAL

OPEN 7 DAYS

www.themaharajas.co.nz
735 Great King Street, North Dunedin

  Phone 03 425 9487
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Aonui
Student Portal

Have you got
the new student app?
The current app will be retired later this year.

Access your timetable, services and key information anytime.

Get the Aonui app now.


