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SWIPE RIGHT ON DIGITAL LYF!

> SWIPE LEFT ON THOSE SPOILING THE FUN

This week's issue was uncomfortable to work
on. Aside from Easter causing us to have three
days to put Critic together, the feature articles
were on topics I really am in no position to
make judgment on. ButIwill anyway.

Firstly, the feature on relationships via social
media: I really don't like social media in pretty
much any form. For anyone I actually want to
talk to, a real conversation will always win.
And romances: well, I'm not so great in that
field either. It would probably do me good
to get the Tinder chat going because so far
anyone I've thought of approaching gener-
ally turns out to be taken or has just made a
baby. True story: just last week, my big crush
dreams were crushed as I ordered my regular
coffee from Mr McSteamy (because he steams
the milk for my coffee — I thought of this out-
side of Grey's Anatomy references!). Mrs Mc-
Steamy walked in with Baby McSteamy, nei-
ther of whom I was aware of. I congratulated
him on his recent creation but #brokenheart.
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About JORe

Another feature is on the expiration of the
copyright of Mein Kampf. This is difficult to
write about when our generation, in cutesy
Dunedin, just has no clue as to exactly what
the victims of the Third Reich endured. We are
so damn lucky here that any judgments about
publishing a book that was part of causing so
much pain really are hard to make. But from
where I'm standing, the idea of publishing a
heavily annotated version of the book (there
will be approximately 4,000 annotations in
the new edition) serves to educate all people,
not just Germans, about their history. People
can see what crap the people who were so
desperate at the time bought into, and how
someone so evil managed to sell the idea of
Nazism. It might be painful to a lot of people
to be reminded of that history, as is a common
argument against republishing it, but doesn't
the world need a little reminding of history
right now?

Finally, there's a feature on harassment and
abuse in the world of online gaming. When
I first heard the pitch for this feature, my im-
mediate thoughts were "dear God, can they
not just turn off their computer? Seriously,
just play a different game.” And I know why
I thought that: because I was ignorant about
exactly how abusive the online community
can get, particularly in games. It's not the
online space I use. It's not relevant to me.
I don't even game online. But if we only
acknowledge the issues that matter to our
own lives then, well, we're doing a shit job
of learning from our history.

It's easy enough to say "what else do you

expect from the internet?" But harrass-
ment online isn't something people
should be expected to just walk away
from. The internet is now where we
socialise, where we work, and even
where we start relationships. Of course
it's relevant to all of us.

JOSIE COCHRANE
CRITIC EDITOR
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‘ » UNIVERSITY GETS RID OF ANTIQUE DENTAL CHAIRS

Staff and Students Praise Upgrade Plans '

niversity staff and students have

voiced their support for large-scale

developments scheduled to begin
on campus early this month, saying any dis-
ruption will be worth it in the long run.

Landscaping redevelopments from the north-
ern end of the Richardson building to the
intersection of Castle and Dundas Streets
are expected to continue until January next
year, while work on a new Dental School and
the refurbishment of the Science 1 building is
scheduled to begin late 2015 and be completed
by February 2018.

The landscaping work, estimated to cost $7.8
million, is aimed at improving access to sunny,
sheltered areas on campus, providing more
outdoor seating and recreational areas, and
making parts of the campus more visually
appealing and bike-friendly.

In total, about 15,000 square metres of
paving will be replaced or re-laid during
the development.

University Childcare Association Director
Kay Lloyd-Jones said while there is a de-
gree of anxiousness about the disturbance
that will be created, the view among staff is
generally positive.

"Our experience has been very good with the
Property Services when they were building
our complex a year ago," said Lloyd-Jones.

"I think the main thing it will improve is the
speed of traffic in Castle Street North. At the
moment, people just think of it as a street and
drive too quickly down it — once the road is all
one level with the footpath, people will see it
as a part of the campus for pedestrians also
and this will improve the safety for our par-
ents and children."

Mathematics student, Matt Barnes, is also
in favour of the changes, saying designated
seating areas will make a difference to the at-
mosphere of the campus. "There aren't enough
places to sit outside of libraries at the univer-
sity at the moment — whether it's inside or
outside. I think it's an awesome idea."

Environmental management graduate and
avid cyclist, Leigh McKenzie, said it's great to
see decision-makers looking out for students,
and even specific groups such as cyclists. "By
addressing Castle Street, the wider university
area will benefit, particularly those in North
East Valley and North Dunedin," she said.

Work on the new Dental School, due to begin in
November, involves removing the west wing
of the existing Walsh building and the remain-
der of the Barmingham building behind it to
make way for a new 8000-square-metre clin-
ical building, as well as an 1800-square-metre
atrium and social space.

Professor Warwick Duncan says the changes
cannot come soon enough. "I'm trying to think
of anything else on campus that's more run

" | B
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BY DAMIAN GEORGE

down than the Dental School, and I can't think
of anything at the moment," he said. "The fac-
ulty has been working toward this for a long
time. We'll put up with a fair bit of disturbance
in the knowledge we're finally going to get a
new building."

Duncan said he recently visited a museum of
the company that provides the faculty's dental
chairs and was surprised to learn that chairs in
the dental school were older any of the muse-
um's memorabilia.

The Science building refurbishment is due to
begin in September and involves re-cladding,
new windows, a new roof and a new exterior
design intended to play down the "concrete
box" appearance.

Professor Lyall Hanton, Head of Department
for Chemistry, is extremely enthusiastic about
the upgrade. Hanton said "it is wonderful that
the university is investing in this new teaching
and research space in Chemistry .. This rede-
velopment of all our teaching lab space is even
more extensive than we initially had hoped
for. Originally, new first-year teaching space
with a staggered renovation of senior teaching
labs was what we were hoping for but now all
our teaching space is to be redeveloped in one
single project."

The projects are part of a $200 million re-
development agreed to by the University
of Otago Council. ®
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That's Three Resignations Already

he meeting began by welcoming

the new Postgraduate Officer, Chris

Jackson, and International Officer Toa
Sailusi. It was announced that Campaigns Of-
ficer Alice Sowry and Education Officer Greer
Mahoney have resigned. The second by-elec-
tion for 2015 is set to be announced in the
near future.

The executive discussed Hyde Street 2015,
and all members thought it was run very
smoothly. Possible changes for next year in-
cluded the idea of only allowing alcohol from
kegs. Martin said there are dangerous "cul-
tural behaviours and activities” surrounding
kegs, and OUSA CEO Debbie Downes also said
this would cause "difficulties with licensing"
the event.

Admin Vice-President Isaac Yu pushed the
idea of a bidding system for Hyde Street
tickets. The majority of the executive were
against the idea, and Martin pointed out that
the budget would be more "unpredictable".
These issues will be discussed and decided on
in future.

President Paul Hunt has been meeting with the
Policy Committee to discuss the "general exec
structure". The committee agreed by-elec-
tions have been "occurring frequently”, and
decided to add another full-time member to
the team. The changes will be "cost-neutral”,
so the structure of the executive will be ad-
justed for 2016.

The rest of the meeting was taken up by the
executive's quarterly reports. In the reports
the executive members are asked to describe

what they have done in the first quarter of
their role, as well as how many hours on
average they have completed. Each member
presents their report to their fellow executive
members, who decide whether the executive
member should be paid their full honorarium.

Admin Vice President Isaac Yu said his role is
going "very well". He said "a couple of times"
he has been under his twenty hours, but
meets the hours most weeks. Feedback from
the executive was generally positive. Welfare
Officer Payal Ramritu did suggest Yu have
"goals other than E sports". Yu was granted his
full honorarium.

Finance Officer Nina Harrap says she took "a
while to get up to speed” in her role. She said
she has been averaging about 15 hours per
week in her 20-hour position. The executive
noted that she had not been meeting her
hours and discussed how she shall be paid. It
was decided that Harrap would be paid 90 per
cent of her honorarium.

Colleges Officer TaoTao Li said she started the
year by establishing contacts with the heads
of colleges. Li said she is "confident" she has
met her ten hours. Ramritu noted that Li is
"hard to get a relationship with" and Hunt
pointed out that this should not affect her pay.
Li was granted her full honorarium.

Campaigns Officer Alice Sowry said she does
not expect the full honorarium as she "av-
eraged about seven hours a week". Sowry
said she just "hasn't had the time to priori-
tise OUSA". Sowry was given 90 per cent of
her honorarium.

BY LAURA MUNRO

Former Postgraduate Officer Claire Mitchell
said "in terms of hours per week", she "aver-
aged seven to ten". Mitchell said she did not
have time to complete her full hours, "hence
why I had to leave", so she asked to be paid 70
per cent of her hours. The executive agreed on
90 per cent.

Welfare Officer Payal Ramritu believed she had
completed all of her hours. Yu said she has
"volunteered more than any of [the executive]"
and should be paid the full amount. Ramritu
will be paid her full honorarium, as well as be-
ing back paid for the period between January
and 5 February when she was not in Dunedin
but still worked.

Recreation Officer Johnny Martin said he has
been "pretty busy” and has been working
"around about 15" hours each week. Martin
was not in Dunedin in January or February,
so has only been present for one of the three
months in the quarterly period. However, the
executive agreed he had done as much work
as he could while away. He will be paid 90 per
cent of his honorarium.

President Paul Hunt announced where his
hours were spent, and Secretary Donna Jones
believes he works 75-80 hours per week. The
executive agreed his work has been great,
though the general view was that he needs to
take more time off. Yu said Hunt should "del-
egate" work more, as the hours he is working
are '"unsustainable”. Hunt will be paid his
full honorarium. ®
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First-Year Enrolments
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Down 2.9

e

Per Cent

»WHERE ART THOU, FRESHERS?

nrolments for full-time students
to the University of Otago have
dropped for 2015. Figures show that
total enrolments for this year are 469 fewer
students, or 2.9 per cent lower, than the 2014
figure of 18,570.

Domestic first-year enrolments are down
9.2 per cent from the same period in 2014;
this follows three years of first-year domestic
growth of 3 per cent or more.

The University of Otago Vice Chancellor
Harlene Hayne said the university attributes
the domestic drop to a smaller school-leaving
cohort combined with the current strong econ-
omy. "There are wider contextual factors that
need to be considered,” said Hayne, "and some
strong opportunities arise from the situation.”

"One key contextual factor is how Ota-
go's domestic enrolment situation differs,
or does not differ, from that at other New

GREAT CAREER,
GREAT REWARDS,
TAKE CONTROL

AIRWAYS

making your world possible
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Zealand universities. This is not something
we yet know, but I do not expect that 2015
will have been an easy year for domestic stu-
dent recruitment generally."

"The other factor is that while our domes-
tic first-year intake is smaller than in recent
years, the calibre of that cohort — as measured
by its level of attainment at NCEA Level 3 — is
much higher on average. This is in part due to
Otago holding firm on the new and more strin-
gent University Entrance (UE) standard that
came into force this year. Along with the in-
creasing postgraduate cohort, this has signif-
icant implications for the positioning of Otago
as a university that is unequivocally focused
on the quality as opposed to the quantity of
students it enrols.”

OUSA President Paul Hunt said that
while the drop was "completely expected”,
the decline does have negative effects for

BY JOE HIGHAM

the university.

"[The decrease in enrolments] means the
university has fewer fees that it has collected
from students, so it does put more strain on
resources and there will be a more frugal allo-
cation of resources across the university in the
short term. Whether that remains the case in
the long term is yet to be seen.”

The number of first-year enrolments
for international students is up 36.6 per cent
in 2015. This follows a small decline in 2014.
However, international full-fee enrolments
are 5 per cent lower than this time last year.
Hunt said in terms of attracting international
students, "the focus is very much on face-
to-face interaction.”

Postgraduate enrolments have increased
by 3.4 per cent from 2014. There are now 2,728
postgraduates at the university. ®
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Southern DHB Performs Their First EVAR

‘ » DOCTORS CONVERSE WITH PATIENT THROUGHOUT PROCEDURE

Balclutha man, Harold Masters,

has become the first person to

receive an Emergency Endovas-
cular Abdominal Aortic Aneurysm Repair
(EVAR) by surgeons from the Southern District
Health Board.

The procedure involves surgery into
the aorta — the largest artery in the human
body, which runs from the heart to the groin
where it splits off into the common iliac artery
(right leg) and the external iliac artery (left
leg) — to relieve an aneurysm. An aneurysm
is a widening of a blood vessel due to blood
gathering in that area. While they are easily
treatable, aneurysms are regarded as highly
dangerous and can cause death when found in
certain locations.

The traditional method of aortic aneurysm
repair, colloquially named "open repair”, was

first performed in the 1950s. According to a
journal article published by the Department
of Surgery and Cancer at Imperial College
London, the open repair method is a major
surgery. It has a lengthy recovery period of
around two to three months, and a mortality
rate of between four and ten per cent.

Dr Gabriel Lau, an interventional radiol-
ogist who helped lead the operating team
alongside Jo Krysa, said EVAR surgery has
advantages compared to the traditional
method of open repair. Lau said the procedure
is "less invasive and involves less blood loss
for the patient”.

The surgery can be performed under
a local anaesthetic and requires two small
incisions in the groin to expose the femo-
ral arteries. These are downstream of the
abdominal aorta.

BY JOE HIGHAM

This method has a lower operating mor-
tality, and patients stay in the high-depen-
dency unit as opposed to the intensive-care
unit after the procedure. The recovery period
for the patient is also significantly shorter.

Lau said Masters was on local anaesthetic
because he had "quite a large aneurysm".
While using a local anaesthetic is generally
rare for such a surgery, Lau said "if you put
[the patient] under general anaesthetic with
a muscle relaxant in the abdominal area, [the
aneurysm] could rupture”. He said the team
were “conversing with [Masters] through-
out" the surgery, and as they were closing
up the groin wounds, he rang his wife on his
phone. Lau said this is "not as uncommon as
you may think". @
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New Zealand Crime Declining

‘ » BUT SINCE 2010, RECORDED SEXUAL ASSAULTS UP BY 10%

he New Zealand Police have released

their annual crime statistics for 2014.

The report documents the number
of crimes recorded in that year; crimes are
counted as resolved when police apprehend
the offender and decide how to take action.
The Police National Intelligence Application
(NIA) gathers the statistics, released in April
each year.

The report shows that nationally 350,389
crimes were recorded last year. This is a drop
from 360,411 in 2013 and 376,013 in 2012. Min-
ister of Police Michael Woodhouse said the

result is “pleasing”.

"We are continuing to send the strong mes-
sage that crime won't be tolerated and the 4.2
per cent drop in the overall crime rate is the
result of more frontline officers on our streets,
deployed more strategically, in areas and at
times when police know there's a greater risk
of crime," said Woodhouse.

Though crime numbers have decreased over-
all, the resolution rate dropped from 47 per
cent in 2012 to 41.5 per cent last year.

The report shows the number of recorded sex-
ual assaults has not increased from 2013, but
is a 10 per cent increase from 2012. There were
3738 recorded sexual assaults last year.

"While sexual violence is historically un-
der-reported, it remains a significant concern
with an increase in recorded offences by 3.5 per
cent," said Woodhouse. "I encourage victims
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BY LAURA MUNRO

of sexual assault to continue to come forward

and report this crime."

Dunedin comes under the Southern Police
District, which had the second-lowest number
of recorded crimes of the 12 police districts
nationwide. The district is made up of Otago
Coastal (Dunedin), Otago Lakes Central (Otago
Rural) and Southland.

Overall, recorded crime in the district de-
creased by 4.3 per cent in 2014 to 19,447. Aside
from a spike in 2003, the region has seen an
overall decrease in recorded crimes. In 1996,

there were 34,577 recorded offences.

Acting District Commander Inspector Steve
McGregor said the drop is “a testament to the
continuous hard work" by staff and their part-
nerships within the community.

Resolution rates in the region have decreased
in the past three years. The rate in 2012 was
55.7 per cent; in 2014 it was 50.6 per cent.

McGregor said although police are still ana-
lysing the crime statistics, “early indication
shows a number of offence classes are re-
sponsible for the decrease in the number of
resolution rates".

"While the resolution rate for Southern has
dropped since 2012, it has maintained a
similar rate to last year and still remains
significantly higher than the national aver-
age," said McGregor.
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NATIONWIDE
FIGURES

theft related offences.
21.7% resolved.

119,323
53,265

cases of unlawful entry
with intent, burglary,
breaking and entering.
12.1% resolved.

cases of property damage
and environmental
pollution. 28.3% resolved.

40,358

acts intended to cause
injury. 72.4% resolved.

39,944
26,751
16,543
16,085

public order offences.
79.6% resolved.

illicit drugs offences.
90.97% resolved.

offences against justice
procedures, government
security and government
operations.

88.47 resolved.

cases of abduction,
harassment and other
related offences against a
person. 56.5% resolved.

15,024

cases of fraud, deception
and related offences.
49.6% resolved.

9,037

cases of prohibited and
regulated weapons and
explosives offences.
89.3% resolved.

5,791

sexual assaults and
related offences.
47.6% resolved.

4,056

cases of robbery, extor-
tion and related offences.
40.2% resolved.

2,140

dangerous or negligent
acts endangering per-
sons. 58.9% resolved,
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737

homicide related
offences.
87.9% resolved.
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SOUTHERN DISTRICT

FIGURES

theft related offences,
29.3% resolved.

4830
3,195

cases of property
damage and environ-
mental pollution,
28.4°% resolved.

acts intended to cause
injury, 80.1% resolved.

2,44b
2,119

1,098

cases of unlawful entry,
15.5% resolved.

public order offences,
84.6% resolved.

cases of abduction,
harassment and other

related offences against a

person, 71% resolved.

illicit drugs offences,
88.97% resolved.

822
795

offences against justice
procedures, government

security and government

operations,
91.2% resolved.

cases of fraud, deception
and related offences.
61.7% resolved.

572

cases of prohibited and
regulated weapons and
explosives offences,
85% resolved.

373

sexual assaults and
related offences.
56.9% resolved.

cases of robbery,
extortion and related
offences. 54.3% resolved.

46

$ 0 00000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000080

Of all crimes, sexual assaults showed the
greatest peak in 2014. There were 307 reported
cases, a stark contrast to the 158 in 2012. The
number of recorded cases of sexual assault
has fluctuated since 1996, but 2014 had the
highest number ever recorded.

McGregor said that "in the past, victims of sex-
ual assault have been reluctant to report this

crime due to a number of factors".

"Police are confident that the increase in re-
ported case of sexual assaults and related
offences show the increased numbers of the
public who have the trust and confidence in us
to report this crime, and the excellent support
available to victims. Police treat such inci-
dents as a high priority and we continue to en-
courage victims of such crimes to report them

and receive the support they need," he said.
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NEWS

Per 10,000 people, the Eastern Police District,
made up of the Hawkes Bay and Tairawhiti
regions, had the highest rate of recorded crime
with 1085.3 recorded cases. The Auckland Po-
lice District was second with 935.2 recorded
cases, and the Northland Police District was
third with 913.4 recorded crimes.

The police district that had the least crimes
recorded was Waitemata, made up of Rodney,
North Shore and Waitakere, with only 566.5
recorded cases per 10,000 people.

Under the Southern District Police region,
Southland had the greatest number of crimes
recorded, with 665 crimes recorded per 10,000
of the population. Otago Coastal (Dunedin)
came in second with 617 per 10,000 of the pop-
ulation, and Otago Lakes had the least with a
total of 2,916 cases, or 586.5 per 10,000. ®

Nationwide Crime Trends
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The Port of Auckland Fiasco

» WHARF CONTROVERSY DROWNS CHANCES OF RE-ELECTION FOR AUCKLAND MAYOR

he expansions to the Port of Auckland

have ushered in a new tide of polit-

ical controversy for Auckland City
Mayor, Len Brown. The council owned com-
pany, Ports of Auckland, plan to extend the
Bledisloe Wharf further into the Waitamata
Harbour, effectively allowing for easier access
and docking for larger ships. The extension is
expected to encourage more shipping activity
in the port.

The proposal, however, has received a mass
of public outcry. A number of Aucklanders
have publicly criticised the wharf extension
with opposition rallies attracting hundreds.
Many Auckland residents view the proposal
as a step in the wrong direction, citing their
opposition to reclamation for port purposes.
The extensions would require the reclama-
tion of around 3 hectares of seabed. Frequent
boat users have also highlighted potential
adverse effects such as damage to the quality
of the harbour.

Mayor, Len Brown, has come under pressure
to review or reverse the decision to approve
the council consent given last December.
When questioned as to his knowledge of the
proposal, Brown said he was only informed on
February, three months after the consent was
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BY POLITICS EDITOR HENRY NAPIER

confirmed. However, the Mayor has defended

the position of the council saying that there
was no obligation to inform the public or him-
self. Furthermore, Brown hopes Ports of Auck-
land will now be persuaded to postpone the
extensions in order to continue discussions

concerning the outcome of the port.

The controversy surrounding the wharf exten-
sion has received national attention. Follow-
ing his victory in the Northland by-election,
New Zealand First Leader Winston Peters is
proposing to submit a bill to undo the port
extension. Peters claimed he is doing so in the
hope of encouraging development of the port
of Whanagarei in Northland.

The ongoing debate has also added to increas-
ing speculation surrounding the upcoming
Auckland mayoral race set to take place next
year. Many high profile politicians have ru-
moured their interest, this includes Labour MP
and former Labour Leader, Phil Goff as well as
former National Minister Maurice Williamson.
Goff has been speculated as a potential front
runner for the position. Current Mayor, Len
Brown, has yet to respond to questions as to
whether he will run for re-election in 2016,
however many commentators claim he has
lost support. ®



{In My Opinion:

Henry’s Word g

Campaign Overkill Was Worse Than
If National Had Done Nothing at All

t's not often such a strong mandate gets

turned on its head so quickly. Only five

months ago National won Northland
with an overwhelming 9000-vote majority.
Then two weeks ago, it managed to lose the
seat to Winston Peters.

The outcome was the result of two mis-
takes. The first was the party's reaction to
Winston Peters. Peters is a loudmouth shock
jockey with one message, listen to me. That
message hasn't changed in 30 years. And it
didn't change in Northland. The only part that
did change was defining his audience. The
mistake National made was doing exactly
what Peters wanted; it listened.

National saw the early polls and decided it
needed to do something drastic. Its first reac-
tion was getting National heavy hitters, John
Key and Steven Joyce, on the front lines of the
campaign. This decision completely distorted

the message of National candidate, Mark Os-
borne. What should have been a local grass-
roots campaign was turned into a referendum
on the government's performance. Osborne
found himself talking about government fiscal
policy when he should have been selling him-
self as a local passionate Northlander. Osborne
had an advantage over Peters at the outset.
Simply being a Northlander meant he could be
relatable and sympathetic to voters' concerns.
He unquestionably has a stake in the region.
However, the conversation moved away from
what was happening in Northland and started
being about what was happening in Wel-
lington. A place where Peters has 30+ years'
experience and Osborne none. Not only that,
Osborne was tied at the hip to a government
that he had no part in. He was attempting to
defend government policy that he likely had
no knowledge of.
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The second mistake was the attempt to
bribe the electorate. A $69 million infrastruc-
ture upgrade to convert nine one-lane bridges
into two-lane bridges wasn't a bad proposal. It
undoubtedly appealed to Northlanders.

The bridges were aimed at highlighting
the government's ability to legislate, some-
thing the competition were unable to offer
with any assurance. The problem was that it
was a reactive offer. And it proved that Peters
could influence government policy. National
was unable to distance itself from the "bridge
bribe" branding. Six months earlier, National
had promised nothing for Northland, save
the Puhio to Wellsford motorway extension.
Regardless, it was clear that National wasn't
planning to build any bridges in its third term.
That is, unless it was anticipating a by-elec-
tion, which raises another issue in and of itself.

The bottom line for voters was that before
Peters' campaign there was nothing in the way
of change from the National government. No
investment. No vision. No care. Then suddenly
a $69 million infrastructure upgrade was an-
nounced. And voters had to seriously consider
how it came about. It certainly wasn't National
Party generosity.

POLITWEETS &
L)

Pater Dunne
Criticise policies by &l rmeans, bul don't guestion whather we have - our
policies are cortainly batter thought thraugh than eg NZFirst!

Hamish Rutharfond
L was s windy today | gidn't war 1o lake selflies in casa | lost my phona

firstworidproblems

Patrich Qawer 1
Lots of people asking whether | endorse
Live for Mayor of Auckland. Answer:

Garner
N-0. No... D.G too much sizzle not enough
sausage.

Trerecar Malaerd

Complimented 5 year old boarding plane for
knowing left from right. 'Better than some of
your colleagues ' gruff voice from down plane
(=]

' Gy Williams
Mark Lundy says Paimansion Norh is @ “wery judgmaental oity”, hahaha Pecpla
for somo reason look down on fwicn comicted murdens.
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NEWE in Briefs

BY MAGNUS WHYTE

o MOSCOW, RUSSIA

A Russian toy shop has launched an advertising
campaign based on a KGB interrogation. The
advert shows a brother and sister interrogating
their parents in a darkened room. The boy paces
the room with a wooden hammer before telling
his parents: "You have left us no choice. We'll
have to up the pressure."

Dancing in public squares is a popular activity

in China, especially among older women.
However, the government is set to regulate
these dancing geriatrics as they disturb others
with loud music. Any groups wishing to gather in
public squares to dance will now be limited to 12
government-approved routines.

9 ISTANBUL, TURKEY

An 84-year-old woman is due to graduate from
university 64 years after first enrolling. Fatma
Mihriban Aktari was admitted to a course in

fine arts at Istanbul's Mimar Sinan University in
1951 but was forced to drop out when full-time
attendance was made compulsory, as she was
working to support her widowed mother.

A large rock, that some claim to be an "elf-
church" has had to be moved in Iceland to make
way for a new road. Work was stopped on the
road in 2013 when campaigners said it would
disturb the culturally important "elf habitat".

e SAUDI ARABIA

165,000 couples have decided not to get
married in the last year in Saudi Arabia after
receiving test results showing they are
"genetically incompatible". The tests are
mandatory for couples intending to marry,
with the aim of reducing the risk of parents
passing onillnesses or genetic conditions to
their children.

e NEW PLYMOUTH, NEW ZEALAND

Classical music has been used to get rid of "riff-
raff" from the front steps of New Plymouth's
library. In the past, concerns over anti-social
behaviour have been raised by the library and

its users, and have even forced a 24-hour liquor
ban in the CBD. However, the sounds of classical
music over specially installed speakers appear
to have driven away the undesirables.

Lﬂ'_‘.l.r_]."l' b |_4|"|r.'| 3 Ijﬂu

50 LUNCH PIZZA

s7 ALL DAY, EVERY

GREAT GOURMET PIZZAS FROM 57.50

o PYONGYANG, NORTH KOREA

French-trained chefs are cooking for the
privileged classes in North Korea, with
baguettes supposedly being a favourite, as
much of the population outside the capital
struggles to feed itself. The chefs were sent
to France last year as part of a drive for North
Korea to become a world-class food country.

e LOUISIANA, UNITED STATES

A Louisiana man has been placed in custody
after shooting his 18-year-old son in the
buttocks during a fight over orange juice.
Eldridge Dukes faces charges of attempted
manslaughter and illegal use of a weapon after
the father and son argued about the lack of
orange juice at their home.

9 ST HELENS, UNITED KINGDOM

British police are hunting for thieves who broke
into an apartment and stole 38 royal python
snakes. The snakes grow to an average length
of 1.2—1.5 metres and make great pets as they
have good temperaments and are easy to tame.

Crver the road from Uni Library, 74 Albany 5t - Ph: 477 0598

14 ISSUE 7 critic.co.nz




"I'will be addressing the specific complaints that I have received,

in accordance with the Inspector-General of Intelligence and

Security Act. But there is also a clear need to provide as much

factual information to the complainants, and to the wider public, as
is possible."”

Cheryl Gwyn, the Inspector-General of Intelligence and Security,
has announced she will investigate complaints over the alleged
spying by New Zealand spy agencies on New Zealanders working
or travelling in the South Pacific. Documents were released on

5 March that showed New Zealand was spying on its Pacific
neighbours and passing the data collected on to an American

spy agency.

"Parents, be aware of Demonic crisps. Demons, skeletons and
vampires — these are the new variants of Cheetos snacks. All under
the guise of innocent family fun. Is this not dabbling in the dangerous

world of demons?"

ﬁu‘rﬁ'
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Father Slawomir Kostrzewa, a Polish priest, has warned against
eating the new range of Cheetos chips that has demons and
skeletons on the packet. The right-wing priest has previously caused
controversy by saying that Lego represented a "world of death".

"It was not until the curtain was lifted that the audience saw

Enriquez standing on a small stage, in a black business suit, with

his hands cuffed to waist chains and his legs in shackles. After the

handcuffs were removed, Enriquez revealed that he was serving two
life sentences for murder ..."

Los Angeles Police Commission Inspector General Alexander
Bustamante. The Los Angeles Young Presidents' Organisation,
anetwork of young chief executives, had a mystery guest at its
January meeting. The speaker began his lecture from behind a
screen before being revealed as a former Mexican mafia hitman,
Rene Enriquez. The Los Angeles police spent $22,000 and 60
hours planning on the speech. Enriquez regularly teaches criminal
justice courses at the University of California.

"We're not going from Satan to God — we're driving the other
way. We're ready to fuck someone up, but not because of drugs or
something. We have different values. We're for the motherland.”

Alexander Zaldostanov, the leader of a Russian motorbike gang, the
Night Wolves, has pledged his allegiance to President Putin. The Night
Wolves have gone from introducing Western biker culture into Russia
to being one of the leaders of a wave of anti-Western patriotism.
Alexander Zaldostanov, the leader of the gang, is a close friend of
President Putin and welcomes the motorbike gang's movement into
the political sphere.

"I picked it up and it was airtight so I didn't question it. At first I thought
it was a ball of soggy crisps. When I realised what it

b was, everyone in the office laughed."

. Staer™ .

i , ¥ 1 Richard Bootman, a customer at discount supermarket chain,

L%t Aldi, in the United Kingdom, was shocked when he opened a pack
of chips and found a whole potato inside. Aldi apologised and
offered Bootman a full refund for his chips.

FACTS @
FIGURES
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The Irish

report the lowest annual number of
UFO sightings in Europe.

Onein 20

people has an extra rib.

The USA

bought Alaska from Russia for two
cents an acre.

20 seconds

is the time the average female orgasm
lasts, whereas the average male
orgasm lasts only 6 seconds.

of girls in Bangladesh are married by
the age of 18

are consumed each year at
Thanksgiving in America.
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NBA Plaoffs 'uStaround‘ the Corher”

BY SPORTS EDITOR DANIEL LORMANS

hile the NZ Breakers recently won

their fourth ANBL championship

in five years, the NBA post-sea-
son is just about to kick off next weekend after
the monotony of the regular season concluded
this week. For the casual viewer, the NBA can
appear rather confusing so I will do my best to
explain it (with some help from NBA.com).

The National Basketball Association con-
sists of 30 teams split into the East and West
conferences, which are then further divided
into three divisions. (East = Central, Atlantic
and South-East. West = Pacific, North-West
and South-West.) Each team plays 82 games
and faces the four other teams in their own
division four times (16 games).They play six
of the teams from the other two divisions in
their conference four times (24 games) and the
remaining four teams three times (12 games).
They also play all 15 teams in the other confer-
ence both home and away (30 games). After
the regular season, the top eight sides from the
two conferences battle through three best-of-
seven knockout rounds until one team from
each conference makes it to the NBA finals,
which is another best-of-seven series to de-

cide the champion. You got that? Me neither ..

This year has seen some serious questions
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raised about the fairness of the qualifying
system as three teams from the Eastern con-
ference (the Celtics, Nets and Bucks) are likely
to come into the playoffs with a losing record
over the regular season. Seems strange to
reward teams that spend the majority of their
season losing. The system is likely to change
from the top eight sides from the East and West
conferences qualifying for the post-season to
the top 16 teams qualifying, regardless of their
conference or division.

This year the Golden State Warriors come in as
top seeds from the Western conference and the
Atlanta Hawks are the top seeds from the East,
which affords them home-court advantage in
the playoffs. Should they meet in the finals,
Golden State would retain the advantage due
to their superior record in the regular season.

This season has seen some real changes in
fortune for some of the heavyweights and
perennial underdogs of basketball. Defend-
ing champions, the San Antonio Spurs, have
been solid but unspectacular and are no doubt
keeping some gas in the tank for the long
playoff series.

The big kiwi from Rotorua, Steven Adams, and
his Oklahoma City Thunder, haven't had the

A

best season after the relative success of the
previous few years. They haven't quite booked
their playoffs spot as I write this, but it would
be a surprise for them to miss out even with
their poor recent form taken into account.

Kobe Bryant and the LA Lakers, who dom-
inated the 2000s, have had another awful
season, finishing bottom of the Pacific division
again, which means that the Clippers are offi-
cially the best team in Los Angeles.

Down in Miami and the Heat have cooled off
since LeBron James headed back to Cleve-
land where he has got the Cavs back into the
playoffs for the first time since 2010 (before he
left for the Heat), making four straight finals
appearances and two championship wins. It
would be a great story if he could return to the
team he left in such controversy that people
burnt their shirts bearing his name and lead
them back to the finals. I fear that this would
only inflate his already big ego to Kanye West-
type levels.

At this point I am not confident enough to
predict who will make it to the NBA Finals so ...
may the best team win. Whatever happens, we
will bring you an update of the first knockout
rounds in a few weeks' time. ®



Highlanders vs. Blues

— Round 10 Preview

Super Rugby Standings (After Round 6)
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PLAYED | WON | LOST | POINTS | POINTS

7 7 0 3
NZ LEADER

7
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BOTB HEATS ARE EVERY FRIDAY IN MAY AT REFUEL

- FUEL

5

2

4

31

24

19

19

PREDICTED
TOTAL
AFTER ROUND 9

31
(bye)

28

(win vs. Blues)

24
(BP win vs. Reds)

28
(bye)

24

(win vs. Crusaders)

20
(BP loss to
Highlanders)

6

(BP loss to Brumbies)

must-win game for both teams

but for different reasons. While

the Blues' season is effectively
over already, they will be desperate to get
some more points on the board, for pride's
sake if nothing else. John Kirwan knows his
head will remain on the chopping block if he
doesn't turn things around soon, and some
of the players may be seeing their World Cup
dreams disappearing due to their poor per-
formances. Promising youngsters Charles
Piutau and Francis Saili have both read the
writing on the wall and signed up to play in
Ireland at the end of the season. If a few more
key players jump ship, then the Blues could
lurch from a panic to a full-blown crisis and a
dreaded "rebuilding phase".

For the Highlanders, it is an opportunity to
cement their place in the top six. With the Cru-
saders playing the Chiefs and the Hurricanes
taking on the defending champion Waratahs
this round, now is a good time for the Highla
nders to kick on towards the finals, especially
with a difficult three-game tour of South Africa
and Australia coming up. Another motivating
factor for the Landers will be not wanting to be
the first team to lose to the Blues! ®

UNIVERSITY OF OTAGO [

why squash was rated

healthiest sport
in the world.

CLUB NIGHT

Fridays from 6pm during
the semesters.

Free to play, gear provided,
just bring non marking shoes.

JOIN & CASUAL

BOOKINGS o irimuteets woccsson s

OUSA Recreation Centre,
84 Albany 5t

51 Union

1 the f

5t West
Building)

www.unisquash.net
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Call me old-fashioned, but becoming “Facebook Official” (FO) has never
really appealed to me. I dated a guy who was adamant he would never ‘
stay with a girl who wouldn't make the relationship FO. Let's just say,
whatever spark we had fizzled out very quickly. I just don't understand
how people enjoy broadcasting their relationship to the rest of the world,

@

ith the new-age

arrival and steady

infiltration of social

media, it's likely I
am one of the few in my generation who
still believes in a real Disney love affair.
My inner child has a beautifully roman-
ticised idea of what relationships should
be, and that is that they transcend the
falsities of social media. Unfortunately,
the sad truth is that my dream of being
a live-action Cinderella is slowly fading
into the mist of the past, only to be
replaced by my generation's new reality:
desperately publicised relationships and
dodgy booty calls.
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but, hey, each to their own.

LY IMAYE DODD

Cue the arrival of social media sites/
apps such as Facebook, Tinder and
Grindr, which have been changing the
face of romance since 1997 (the year that
sparked the production of Six Degrees,
the first recognised social media site).
Facebook, as the majority of us know,
is all-encompassing. It slips its coded
tendrils into our computers and holds
us captive, without a care for the reality
continuing on without us, just beyond
the screen. It is a social media platfor
that allows us to keep up with the li
of friends (many of whom we d
care about) while sharing wi
same "friends" a constant

goings-on of our o
stalking crushes far
slightly more acce

These social medi
us to reach out no
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fact that it is a site for gay, bi and curious
men. These apps embrace a whole new
level of speed dating, where everything
is taken purely at face value. The real
communicating (if you can call it that)
happens only after potential profiles
have passed inspection. Even then, the
seemingly sole purpose of these apps is
to create the cheesiest, sleaziest pick-up
lines and hope that somehow they get
you some bedtime action.

So there you have it: Facebook is a
breeding ground for supposedly PG
communication, whereas Tinder and
Grindr promote something a little more
MA16+. There can be no doubt that the
arrival of these social media platforms
has changed the way in which we view
relationships. No longer are dating,
phone calling, letter writing, or even
face-to-face conversations a common
thing. Okay, wait — let me rephrase that.
While the aforementioned romantic acts
may still be in circulation, social media
has certainly had a hand in their gradual
decline from the dating system. The slow
development of emotional relationships
are being replaced by sexual ones, and
from where I'm sitting it looks like ro-
mance in my generation is dying.
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Dr Rosemary Overell, cultural studies re-
searcher and lecturer at the University of
Otago, is interested in how social media
works as a platform for creating rela-
tionships and believes that the increased
use of such sites has made social lives
much more flippant. She explains how
the broadcasting of one's relationship by
making it FO is a cry for social approv-
al and that this desperation for said
approval is formalised and intensified
through social media platforms such as
Facebook. It is a classic case of overcom-
pensating, where users are "attention
seeking and want validation from other
people that they are worthy."

Overell says that she herself has experi-
enced the psychological issues associ-
ated with the publicised breakdown of
relationships on social media. Following
the slandering she received, she decided
to remove herself from Facebook entirely
— a decision she now sees as liberating.
Demonstrating a restraint that many

of us lack, she deleted the app from her
phone and has since discovered that it
had been a colossal time-waster. Once
swayed into downloading Tinder (but
adamant that she never actually used
it), Overell says she is reluctant to persue
a new relationship via the internet.

However, she acknowledges that today
it is increasingly common for people

to use dating sites such as Tinder and
Grindr, and that this way of dating is
becoming much more acceptable. In the
early 2000s personal advertisements
were seen as creepy and sad, but now,
through social media, they are no longer
something to be ashamed of.

Dating is supposedly made easier for
millions of people all over the world
through the use of Tinder, which com-
piles information from Facebook to link
together compatible singles. It is heavily
based on the notion that looks come first
and encourages users to judge others by
their appearance, ensuring that superfi-
ciality becomes acceptable. It is a com-
mon belief amongst many female users
that the site is brimming with "creepy"
guys only on the lookout for sex. Argu-
ably, some women have the same idea.
Sally, interviewed by Anna Moore of the
Guardian, was a monogamist before her
days with Tinder. Through the site, she
says she "discovered what it could be

to have sex then walk away without a
backward glance. That was liberating."

Grindr is very similar to Tinder in its
composition, whereby curious, bi and




gay men use the site to connect with
others in their region. Grindr is also
focused largely on appearances, and

users can even choose the category from

which to find the most attractive profiles
(e.g. Bear, Twink, Jock, etc.). It uses GPS
technology for users to easily find their
closest potential hook-up. Although the
app is advertised as a social platform
for dating and making friends, it is more
commonly used for casual sex.

According to Dr Dan Siegel of the UCLA
School of Medicine, social media lacks
seven important communicative ex-
changes (eye contact, facial expression,
tone of voice, posture, gestures, timing
and intensity) that are necessary to
have a genuine conversation with
someone. He is concerned that if we
continue on this path of linear com-
munication, we will develop a new
generation who think and act only on
a surface level. While Siegel is quick to
dispel the idea that this is either right
or wrong, he is profoundly aware that
if social media does replace face-to-
face interaction, our society will have a
serious issue on its hands. As Jay Baer
(social media and content strategist
and speaker) so eloquently puts it,
"social media forces upon us a feeling
of intimacy and closeness that doesn't
actually exist."

Of course, there are positives sur-
rounding social media and dating. Hell,
without it, I'd surely still be that little
girl whose only interaction with boys
was to yell at them because flirting

(or even just having a conversation)
seemed far too terrifying. There must
be something to come out of it as in the
last 10 years, a third of new marriages
(at least in the US) started out with some
form of online dating.

Tinder seems to be something of a
recluse, where those in need of a pick-
me-up go for a little self-esteem boost
on those days when everything is just
utter misery. Jamie Blynn, writer for Her
Campus website, says that “the app is

a complete and total ego booster with
people liking you based almost entirely

on your pictures." It is also a space where

bonding occurs, with friends working

together to come up with the most beau-
tifully cringe-worthy pick-up lines. It
facilitates the blossoming of new friend-
ships with those kids at high school that
you never really talked to. Blynn writes,
“surprisingly enough, there's nothing
awkward about it! It's mostly just hilari-
ous."Itis very much a place to overcome
that niggly "dry spell” (obviously) and, in
very rare yet wondrous cases, it spawns
new relationships (but only after the
one/two/three-night stand).

Grindr also has its pros. While some

will argue it only encourages casual
sex, it surely started out with the best
intentions. It allows men to interact with
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other interested males in an arena free
from judgment and bullying. It provides
a sense of community for said males

to express themselves and experiment
with their sexuality. As with Tinder, it
can create new friendships and, on occa-
sion, lead to devoted relationships.

As Facebook is focused more on friendly
relationships, it is the tamest of the three.
Its ability to connect people from all

over the world is an asset that its users
certainly take advantage of. Remember
that kid in high school who you never
actually talked to but somehow ended
up befriending on Facebook? She's in

@
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Thailand now, working with kids in un-
der-funded schools and getting white-
girl wasted on her days off. The guy you
hooked up with in Australia over New
Years? He's still surfing.

After eavesdropping on that cute guy's
conversation from your law class and
surreptitiously discovering his name,
finding out every detail of his life is now
only a mouse click away. You can find
out whether he is single (and start plan-
ning all the different ways you can "acci-
dentally” bump into him) or whether he
already has a significant other. Stalking
other people, for whatever reasons you
may have, is equally simple and requires
little effort on your part. Facebook
connects us not only with those we
already know, but also with those who
we don't know and, especially, with
those whom we want to know.

Sois social media good or bad? Will it
be the death of romance or will it help
us conquer new frontiers of dating?
Before social media, stumbling across
Prince Charming in the midst of a de-
serted forest (or at least at the library)
may have actually been a possibility.
Today, however, we have the ability to
actively search for love online, and so
fate like this has become an overrated
ideology of the past.

As much as I want my Disney-style
happily ever after, I think that [ am
fresh out of fate. Imust have slept in
when God was handing it out, like how
New Zealand slept in when He was
giving out diamonds and oil, and we
were left with Pineapple Lumps.

Life without a raucous love affair does
look pretty bleak, and the way I'm going,
the love life isn't going anywhere right
now. Perhaps it is time I joined the rest of
my generation in the online dating game
and downloaded Tinder. But I think I'll
use it as a stepping-stone to having
areal conversation, instead of just a
replacement to all relationships. Maybe
I'll get a date out of it after all. Maybe
he'll bring me Pineapple Lumps. Mmm
Pineapple Lumps. #loveatfirstbite
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THE COPYRIGHT OF

KA MPF
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MEIN KAMPF

ein Kampf's copyright lies with the government
of Bavaria, which has withheld publishing
rights within Germany and has tried to get
international publishing houses to stop pub-
lishing the book. However, with the copyright
reaching its end, it will now have no say in who is able to publish
Mein Kampf. For the first time since the end of World War Two,
the book will be made available again in Germany. This has
made it a topic for recent debate; should it be allowed to be
published once again in Germany, or should it be made illegal
by law? Authorities are obviously worried about any negative
effects new editions could have on those who have never before
laid eyes on the book. There are concerns too that reprinting
Mein Kampf could inflame rising anti-Semitic feelings in Europe.
Many also argue that repression of Mein Kampfinfringes rights
to freedom of speech.

Mein Kampf (My Struggle) was dictated and later published by
Hitler while he was incarcerated for political crimes in 1923. This
was after his failed attempt at a Nazi coup, a Putsch, in Munich.
At this point in his life, Hitler was spending most of his time
finding others who, like himself, were angry at the new Weimar
Republic, the government set up by the Allies after the Treaty
of Versailles in Paris, 1919. The Allies had placed strict rules and
regulations on all aspects of German life, getting rid of the Kaiser
and setting up a democratic government, taking away large
chunks of Germany's empire and restricting its navy, air-force
and army to virtually nothing.

Inflation had wrecked the economy so badly that people would
have needed a wheelbarrow full of money to buy a loaf of bread,
and the amount needed would have doubled by the end of the
day. A lot of people shared Hitler's views that they had been
unfairly punished. Hitler himself took action and laid his plans
out in Mein Kampf.

The first half of the book is autobiographical, focusing on his
early life through to his time in art school in Vienna and his time
served in the German army in World War One. The second part,
however, details his ideals and plans for making Germany great

again. This mostly involved plans for expansion, to find "leben-
sraum" or living space for the "master" Aryan race, and finding
someone to blame for the failure of the German people. The
blame was given, as you will know, to the Jewish. Hitler states
“the personification of the devil as the symbol of all evil assumes
the living shape of the Jew." He believed that Jews had weakened
Germany, that the only way to make her strong again was to de-
stroy the weak to make room for the pure and worthy, and that
their destruction was far more humane than their protection.

Alot of the ideas published in Mein Kampf certainly came into
being. Germany expanded aggressively in the mid-1930s,
creating more lebensraum for her people and eventually leading
to World War Two as Germany broke the agreements of the
Treaty of Versailles. Anti-Semitism became very strong as the
Jewish were scapegoated, leading to the Holocaust. Six million
Jewish people from countries across Europe were shipped off to
concentration camps to work themselves to death, or to be killed
in gas chambers.

After Hitler committed suicide in 1945 — effectively ending the
war for Germany — his estate and all his possessions were
transferred to the government of the state of Bavaria. This in-
cluded the rights and copyright to Mein Kampf. An effective ban
was placed on future publication of the book in Germany. This
was done simply by withholding the copyright. Bavaria does
not have global copyright, so the book can be printed overseas.
There is no legal ban; it simply has not been published.

Copies still exist from pre-1945, as the Third Reich government
gave a copy to every matried Aryan couple and every soldier
fighting for Germany. These are not heavily requlated in most
cases; it is legal to own, buy or trade pre-1945 copies, as long

as it is not done in such a way as to promote hatred and war,
which is generally illegal. Mein Kampf has not banned elsewhere
(except in Russia, where it was banned in 2010), though it is
generally difficult to come by, as most mainstream book chains
do not stock it.

The Bavarian government has been forced to reach out to online

@

FEATURE



@

FEATURE §

book stores, including Amazon and Barnes &
Nobles, to get them to stop shipping copies of Mein
Kampf to Germany, which they have obliged with.
They cannot control what individuals in other
countries do with the book, and there are some
countries in which it thrives. In India it has been,
Sohin Lakhani, owner of Mumbi-based Embassy
books, explained to The Telegraph that he reprints
Mein Kampf every quarter and dismisses any
moral issues with the publishing of it. "Students
are increasingly coming in asking for it and we're
happy to sell it to them," he told The Telegraph.
"They see it as a kind of success story where one
man can have a vision, work out a plan on how to
implement it and then successfully complete it".

It is also currently reaching high levels of popu-
larity in Turkey, where anti-USA and anti-Semitic
feelings are particularly strong, mostly due to the
situation in the Middle East. So, if it is already used
in different ways — for self-help, for historical
research, for nationalist political purposes — why
would it matter if it is republished in Germany?

Many are worried about the effects republication

would have on the large European Jewish com-

munity. The Institute for Contemporary History

in Munich has been planning to bring out a new

edition that it has been working on for the last few

years, which will be over double the original page

count with historical comments and annotations.

The Bavarian government had originally backed

this project with €500,000 in funding. But it later

withdrew its support after backlash from relatives of Holocaust

survivors who did not want such a reminder in print again. How-

“ - ever, opinion is divided within the Jewish community in Germa-
L ny. The Central Jewish Council in Germany originally opposed the
, 1dea, but has come round in support of a new academic edition.

- Stefan Kramer, the General Secretary of the council, said that

"it is very important that young people should see the critical
version when they click Mein Kampf on the web."

| There are opposing views: Head of the Jewish community in
Munich, Charlotte Knobloch, said her view hardened after
hearing from outraged Holocaust survivors. "This book is most
evil; it is the worst anti-Semitic pamphlet and a guidebook for
the Holocaust," she said. "It is a Pandora's box that, once opened
again, cannot be closed.”

Freedom of speech when it comes to books is tricky. Books have
been banned for numerous reasons in many situations, and
many organisations fight against book banning. Author Neil
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Gaiman supports the Comic Book Legal Defence Fund, which
gives legal aid to those whose comic books have been banned.
He recently wrote an essay entitled "In defence of Icky Speech" in
which he explains why we sometimes need to defend things we
disagree with, to be able to justifiably defend the things we like.

"You ask, what makes it worth defending? and the only answer

I can give is this: Freedom to write, freedom to read, freedom to
own material that you believe is worth defending means you're
going to have to stand up for stuff you don't believe is worth
defending, even stuff you find actively distasteful, because laws
are big blunt instruments that do not differentiate between what
you like and what you don't, because prosecutors are humans
and bear grudges and fight for re-election, because one person's
obscenity is another person's art. Because if you don't stand up
for the stuff you don't like, when they come for the stuff you do
like, you've already lost."

Freedom of speech means freedom of all speech, whether you
like what they have to say or not, and repressing this on any
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level means that when it comes to repressing something

much more liberal, you have no grounds to stand on. Of

course defending comic books deemed offensive and a

book considered to be one of the world's most dangerous
are in different categories, but the principle is similar. ‘ ‘ I T I s V
Freedom of speech doesn't make room for picking and

choosing what to defend. I M P 0 R
Mein Kampfheld sway over a significant period of histo- T H AT Y
ry, and changed the world drastically, and this book gives

people a glimpse into the mind of the dictator who started P E
it all. Holding copyright as a method of censorship is al-

most saying that people cannot be trusted with this book, H
as itis too dangerous. Many books can be dangerous

in the wrong hands, and we still have free access to the

LTMr-rZ<ZA

manifestos and works of other conspicuous world leaders
and dictators. If Mein Kampf is published with annota-
tions, the original text will still be there, unaltered. Any
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historical annotations, comments and context would be v E R s I 0
interesting and useful, particularly as Mein Kampf is the

only piece of Hitler's work that has not been published w H E N T H E
with annotations previously, as all his speeches have

been. Ultimately the decision will rest in the hands of the c L I c K M E I
Bavarian government.

o

Mein Kampf outlined Hitler's plans for removing the Jew- K A M P I
ish population, along with a lot of a lot of other incoherent
nonsense. Yes, the republication is a horrible reminder

of the Holocaust, which killed millions in the most vile

and inhumane ways, but maybe a reminder isn't such a
bad thing. It is easy to see why there is such debate and
confusion over the end of its copyright though.

Yet if published in the right way, this book does not have
to be a danger. In any format, it should be seen as a tool for -
education, for showing how one man with all the wrong ideas I ) L

was able to captivate a nation so completely, to ensure that
this horror does not again occur in human history. We all have

aright to consume information as we please. German people
should have the right to be trusted with their own history, in its
complete form. If they do this, are they not themselves creating
a horrificirony? One of Hitler's ideas was the fact that knowl-
edge was too dangerous for the common people, and therefore
all unapproved books had to be banned and burned »
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BY LAURA STARLING

ONLINE ENVIRONMENTS ARE BECOMING MORE
AND MORE VOLATILE. SHOULD PEGPLE BE HELD
ACCOUNTABLE FOR THEIR ONLINE ACTIONS OR DO
REAL-WORLD RULES NOT APPLY TO THEM?

The world where it is socially acceptable to
make jokes about abuse in prison or "asking
for it" if you're wearing a short skirt is chang-
ing. That is, as long as you avoid the world of
online gaming, where rape jokes and threats
are just a part and parcel of the environment.

The idea of rape culture addresses how we
collectively think about sexual violence.
Everyday Feminism, a popular feminist
website, explains it as "the way in which
sexual assault, rape, and general violence are
ignored, trivialised, normalised, or made into
jokes." Marshall University also has a page
dedicated to explaining rape culture, stating:
"Rape culture is perpetuated through the use of
misogynistic language .. [and] the glamorisa-
tion of sexual violence."

People on the internet are often openly racist,
homophobic and sexist without considering
the repercussions. According to a study by the

Pew Research Centre, 73 per cent of surveyed
internet users said they had witnessed some-
one being harassed online, while 40 per cent
reported being targeted themselves.

Some online gamers believe the best reaction
to online abuse is to just ignore it. Others, such
as gamer Rachel, think that the best strategy
to combat this abuse is to "show them who's
boss" by playing well. Hardly a progressive
way to fix the issue.

Rachel initially said she hadn't experienced
verbal abuse in terms of threats or sexual
violence. However, the following day she
re-contacted Critic to report that while playing
Counter-Strike online she "started talking,

reporting where the enemy was, and [her]

team-mate said 'is that a fucking girl? Shut

Kk ke

your c*

mouth or I'm going to rape you.

Cheyanne, another online gamer, explained
that even though she normally attempts to

hide her identity online, she has been asked
her bra size on more than a few occasions.
‘Yngwie also reported this kind of incident. He
said in a recent game of League of Legends,
two members of the opposing team mentioned
they were girls. Almost immediately, "a mem-
ber of [his] team started to spam messages at
the enemy team, repeatedly asking to know
the cup sizes of the women."

Anita Sarkeesian is famous (or infamous) for
her feminist videos Tropes vs Women in Video
Games. Initially she made a kickstarter video
to raise funds, and received a massive back-
lash for trying to make the series. In a 2012
TED talk she reported that "all [of her] social
media sites were flooded with threats of rape,
violence, sexual assault, death". In spite of the
abuse, she raised "25 times what I initially
asked for", and her YouTube channel Feminist
Frequency "went from a part-time side project
to a full-time endeavour".
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This success, however, is somewhat negated
by the continued harassment.

Three years on, Sarkeesian discussed the
ongoing online harassment she has received.
She said "we live in a society where online ha-
rassment is tolerated, accepted, and excused"

and she is "angry that [she is] expected to

accept online harassment as the price of being
a woman with an opinion".

People have threatened her life and the lives
of others due to her discussion around games.
Yes, games. One person found out where she
lived, so she had to leave her home. The issue
is not disagreeing with her — that's what
critical thinking

and discussion

are for. However,

taking that

dislike of her

arguments and

threatening to

"shove it up her

c***" perpetuates

this "rape cul-

ture" that society

is accused of.

While no one has

been prosecuted

yet, because of

the nature of the

threats against

Sarkeesian, she

now reports her abuse directly to the FBL She
has expressed frustration with how normal
it has become to her, stating: "A death threat
comes through my social media and it's just
become a routine: screencap, forward to FBI,
block, move on."

There is a history in online environments,

and particularly in gaming, of "virtual rape".
Melissa Sander defined "virtual rape" in her
Master's thesis, Questions about Account-
ability and Illegality of Virtual Rape, as "the
non-consensual simulated sexual violation of
a victim avatar, a visual or textual represen-
tation of the user, by an aggressor avatar via
online interaction". Julian Dibbell's 1993 article,
"A Rape in Cyber Space", is the first document
to describe an incident of this nature.

The virtual world of LambdaMOO is an online

multi-player computer game. People could
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create and programme their own characters:
Insert Mr Bungle. He used a "voodoo doll"
subprogram that allowed him to make other
characters appear to be doing violent and
sexual things. Mr Bungle forced one character
to consume their pubic hair and another to
sexually assault themselves with a kitchen
utensil. He also forced one particular character
to repeatedly have sex with him. Nothing like
this had happened in LambdaMOO before,
and the actions were purely a result of Mr
Bungle hacking the system. The actions were
deemed "virtual rape", and a meeting was
held in the online community to decide how to
punish him. Despite the genuine distress the
incident caused, no one was willing to punish

the person behind Mr Bungle, nor could they
decide a suitable punishment for the character.
A master-programmer decided to terminate
Mr Bungle's account. The creator also imple-
mented a voting system for any future issues,
as well as creating an action to kick someone
disruptive from the server. This particular case
sparked discussion around developing online
law, and Dibbell ended up teaching cyberlaw at
Stanford University.

But virtual abuse certainly didn't end in 1993.
Now, with more and more online games, it

is happening more frequently. Better yet, it's
being treated as normal behaviour, as if it's to
be expected.

Looking through some of the tweets directed at
Sarkeesian, the same comments keep coming
up; "everyone is threatened in games thats
what we do [sic]", "It's a normal. It's part of

gaming" and "death threats and rape threats
are in the culture of gaming .. Have you ever
played an Online game? Get used to it ..."

Dr Lesley Procter of the Sociology, Gender and
Social Work department of the University of
Otago studies an online social world called
Second Life, which is like a combination of
social media and The Sims. She stated that in
Second Life it would be impossible to be 'raped’
as "alot of the simulated gestures and move-
ments are all scripted” so in order to escape "all
you would have to do is stand up or quit".

Procter thinks that hacking a game in order to

violate a character would count as a form of
"identity and in-
tellectual property
‘rape’, as opposed
to simulated
physical rape". She
said we need to
be "careful about
how we apply the
word 'rape'. She
said that if we
consider those
things as rape, then
are we somehow
discounting the
real-life experience
and questioned
whether it is
"downgrading the
[real-life] trauma".

Procter described how a student in one of

her classes got quite annoyed after another
character simply bumped into her. Procter said
this was a good example of how "our sense of
personal space crosses over the screen. In that
sense, even having someone sit beside you
uninvited and sexually harass you would have
an impact. There's a technological term called
‘presence’, which virtual reality programmes
are very good at generating, which is the
sense that you're really in an environment." It's
this "presence" that makes people have such a
strong reaction to any online harassment.

There is a disconnect between the internet and
real life. In her article, "Cyber-Rape: How virtu-
alis it?" Debra Michals said that the "internet
permits ... free and unquestioned expression
in easily accessible public spaces". People will
say and do things online they would never do




in reality. She explains that "Clearly, 'virtual
rape' is not the same as the rape a woman
experiences in the physical world" but states
that the experience can still be upsetting.

Procter also said that on the internet, "your
identity is pretty much hidden, you're safe.
You can do whatever and say whatever. It's
not only in virtual worlds — just look at Face-
book and flaming and all that kind of stuff; it's
the lack of face-to-face accountability."

Richard MacKinnon is another who addresses
this disconnect, stating that “irresponsibility
or freedom from responsibility is easily iden-
tifiable in virtual reality society". He goes on to
explain: "The relative rarity of virtual women
in a predominantly male cybersociety has

led to the documentation of great numbers of
instances of sexual harassment." MacKinnon
wrote this in 1997, so the number of women
in online environments has obviously grown
exponentially since then, but his point still
stands. The internet is seemingly still a
male-dominated space where women are
often the subijects of abuse for joining in.

Associate Professor Colin Gavaghan of the
University of Otago's Faculty of Law said,
"making overt threats is a criminal offence
punishable by up to seven years imprison-
ment". If the threat is less overt, it could still be
considered criminal harassment "if it causes
the person to fear for their safety". This could
lead to two years imprisonment. However,
there is a "mens rea" requirement which
means that the harassed "must have intended
the communication to cause such fear, or else
known it was likely to do so.” Another action
to take would be to seek a restraining order,
but this requires a pattern of behaviour with
at least two or more incidents.

However, Gavaghan added, "both of these op-
tions are likely to be difficult to use" because it
requires the person's identity and for them to
be in New Zealand. A record of the behaviour
is required, so something said over a micro-
phone would be hard to prove.

In terms of sexual and abusive comments, it
is even less clear: "if they'd have the potential
to cause someone to fear for their safety, they
could be covered" or "if the content is such

as to qualify as 'indecent’, it may be caught

by s124 of the Crimes Act,
which deals with distribu-
tion of indecent matter".

Recently the Harmful
Digital Communications
Bill has successfully had its
second reading before par-
liament. This bill introduces
anew offense of "causing
harm by posting digital
communication". Gavaghan
said that "this would only
require that the commu-
nication was sent with the
intent to cause harm, and
that [it] actually did cause
harm". The bill will also
start up an agency which
will mediate in these cases.

So there are things you can do, but these rely
on qualifications: "if the behaviour is serious,
if you can identify the person in question,
and if they happen to live in New Zealand."
Gavaghan suggested that the most practical
solution is to "report them to the content host;
presumably most online games have terms
and conditions and can delete accounts of
those who breach them".

Procter also mentioned the terms and
conditions of the game, stating that "There
are mechanisms, within Second Life at least,
where you could take a complaint"” in the
face of any online harassment. The offending
character would then be deleted.

Playing a game like Grand Theft Auto gives
the player the freedom to kill people, to beat
people up, to steal — what's more, this kind of
behaviour is encouraged by the mechanics of
the game.

So what's the difference between that kind
of violent behaviour and this concept of
"virtual rape"?

When someone purchases a game knowing
it's violent, they go into it prepared and con-
senting to the nature of the game. The accep-
tance of the violence relies on it being either
a game which involves killing non-player

characters (NPCs) or it's an even playing field,

where everyone can kill everyone. The player
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is entering into a fight with someone knowing
they have the opportunity to kill or be killed.

"Virtual rape"”, on the other hand, implies a
role of power. This isn't based around consent,
and it isn't alevel playing field. A player

is actively hacking a game (in the way Mr
Bungle did) so that humiliation can occur.
When the player targeted bought the game,
they consented to the content of the game
they bought, not the possibility that someone
would hack the game and abuse their own
character in a manner that is personal

and disturbing.

Sarkeesian received "pornographic images
made in [her] likeness who were being raped'
by video game characters" repeatedly. It is not
purely the images that are disturbing to her,
but the notion that someone has taken the
time to make them about her.

Yes, there is the option to not play. But the
female gaming industry is growing and this
does nothing more than make the online
gaming sphere more undesirable for female
gamers. When Pacman was the most realistic
character you could play, this wasn't an issue.
But in a world where we are on the verge of
virtual reality, surely it's about time we look
at the influence the virtual world could be
having on our real world?

critic.conz _ISSUE 7 29




2

ART

art@critic.co.nz

% 1!
r LJ'/M

{ .

s

The Hal Salive Science Fiction and Fantasy Collection Aliens, Androids & Unicorns

‘ » THE DE BEER GALLERY, SPECIAL COLLECTIONS, UNIVERSITY OF OTAGO | 12 MARCH 2015 - 22 MAY 2015

n the first poster that catches my eye

as I enter the room, a blonde woman

disinterestedly adjusts the strange,
alien-gun weapon she is holding. The red
swimsuit that adorns her toned body looks
like a beast has clawed at it; it doesn't cover
much — in fact, it almost looks like a red tiger
stripe painted on her skin (perhaps she is a
rather lustily drawn alien). Behind her, a terri-
fying beast, not of this planet, moves through
the dark towards its prey. This blown up, re-
produced cover for the science fiction book,
The Lion's Game by James H. Schmitz, is one of
twelve displayed on the wall by the entrance
to the de Beer Gallery — an often overlooked
space on the first floor of Central Library that
hosts interesting and informative exhibitions
from the University's Special Collections.

Diagonal to The Lion's Game, is another book
cover, which depicts a woman in an impossi-
bly small golden bikini warrior outfit, boldly
posed as she wields her sword in front of a
horse. This time, the book is The Golden Sword
written by Janet E. Morris, part of a series that
challenged the fantasy and science fiction
community with its powerful female protag-
onist, pansexual characters and questions
about sexuality and abuse of power.

These interesting, bizarre posters are only
a small sample of Harold Terrence Salive's
(1939 —-2012) extensive science fiction and
fantasy collection. Salive's avid following of
science fiction and fantasy began in his teens
and continued fervently throughout his life.
In between collecting, Salive graduated with
a PhD in experimental psychology from the
University of Michigan and he and his family
moved to Auckland to lecture. This collection,
officially titled the Hal Salive Science Fiction
and Fantasy Collection, was donated to the
university's Special Collections in 2013 by his
second wife, Rachel Salive.

Moving away from the posters and the (slightly
gimmicky, but what did you expect) Star Trek
transporting platform on the floor, the viewer
enters a delightfully displayed world (or sev-
eral worlds) of fantasy, fiction, erotica, action
and humour. Aliens, Androids & Unicorns pro-
vides insight into, and excitement for, Salive's
passion. The exhibition features books, cor-
respondence to and from Salive, manuscripts
and more, all carefully curated in display cab-
inets arranged throughout the space as well
as in layers of drawers beneath the cabinets.
Included in the show are works by some of
the world's most famous and popular science
fiction authors, like Samuel Delany Alfred van

www.punepin.arr.museum

DUNEDIN PUBLIC ART GALLERY

BY LOULOU CALLISTER-BAKER

Vogt, and fantasy authors, Poul Anderson
and CJ. Cherryh (after whom asteroid 77185
Cherryh was named due to her work).

Each display has small paragraphs of either
relevant stories about the object or snippets
of Harold Salive's life and character, making
the show feel both more accessible for the
non-expert viewer and personal. In one dis-
play, for example, the information outlines
Salive's avid interest in science fiction: Salive
regarded his reading of science fiction as one
of the most important activities of his life.
Accordingly to family reports, when courting
his second wife and visiting her parents, he
would stress the importance of science fiction
by pointedly sitting "reading" right in front of
them so they knew from the outset who they
were getting as a son-in-law.

Aliens, Androids & Unicorns is unlike exhi-
bitions one would find at galleries like the
Dunedin Public Art Gallery — there is no
original "art" on display and no single artist
has created work for this show. However, the
material on display along with the wonderful
snippets that paint a narrative of a passionate
collector is entertaining, enlightening, a little
bit perverted and very, very quirky. ®

@@ BRITISH
@@ COUNCIL

DAVID SHRIGLEY I'm Dead 2010 Mixed media. British Council Collection.
Image courtesy Kelvingrove Art Gallery and Museum © The Artist
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PRIVATE UTOPIA

CONTEMPORARY ART FROM THE BRITISH COUNCIL COLLECTION

A major touring exhibition of more than 80 artworks by 28 British artists who came into prominence from the 1990s
onwards, including works by Grayson Perry, Sarah Lucas, David Shrigley, Cornelia Parker, Tracy Emin, Martin Creed...
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Vine-ripened tomatoes are in full swing at the moment. Finding them at my local veggie shop
for $1.99/kilo got me inappropriately excited as | thought of making my own pasta sauce. This
is for those of you who are finding store-bought pasta sauces or the homemade ones made out
of budget tins of tomatoes a little dull and non-boat floating. | was able to multitask by roasting

my tomatoes just as the cricket started. By the time this dish was done, | was able to soak up my
tears with carbs smothered in delicious garlicky sauce.

There is no hard and fast recipe for this

dish. Add as much salt, chili, paprika

and garlic as you like. Start with a little
and taste as you go until you find just the right
amount for you. Try adding a couple of red
capsicum halves to your roasting pan as well if
you feel like mixing things up a bit.

METHOD

1. Preheat your oven to 180 degrees on
bake. Line a deep baking dish up the sides
with baking paper (you want to catch all
the juices).

2. Take your garlic bulbs and slice off the
bulb stem, just before you get to the main
part of the bulb. Place your tomatoes in
the dish along with the red onion, garlic
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bulbs and sprigs of thyme. Drizzle over
the olive oil so that everything has been
touched by it. Give it all a good salt and
pepper then roast in the oven for an hour
to a hour and a half or until the onion
edges have blackened slightly and the
tomatoes have shrunk.

Squeeze the roasted garlic pulp out of
the skin and onto the tomatoes. Place all
the roasted ingredients and the roasting
juices into your food processor (or you
can take your hand whizz stick to it) and
blend until a chunky pulp results.

Place the pulp into a saucepan on a me-
dium heat to thicken slightly along with
the chili, paprika and a little more salt and
pepper to taste.

FOOD

food@critic.co.nz

INGREDIENTS

SERVES 4

O 12 fresh whole tomatoes

O 1red onion, sliced into
big wedges

O 2 bulbs of garlic

O %% cup olive oil

O 5 sprigs of thyme

O 2teaspoons salt

O 1teaspoon paprika

O ' teaspoon ground chili
O Black pepper

O 400g spaghetti

O Feta to serve

O Parmesan to serve

Once thick, as a pasta sauce should
be, serve on top of al dente spa-
ghetti and garnish with crumbled feta
and parmesan cheese.

Seasonal, local, healthy

& affordable

EVERY SATURDAY MORNING
DUNEDIN RAILWAY STATION

www.otagoefarmersmarkel.co.nz
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Daft Punk Human After All

» DANCE, ELECTRONIC | VIRGIN RECORDS; 2005

CLASSIC

aft Punk's third studio record, Hu-

man After All, recently celebrated its

10th birthday. After being praised as
innovators in the dance-music world for the
now-legendary albums Homework and Dis-
covery, the French duo were met with mixed
reviews for Human After All; the Guardian even
went so far as to call it "a joyless collection of
average ideas stretched desperately thin."

And, sure, the album's detractors have a point.
Compared to Daft Punk's previous standard of
layered, meticulous dance music, Human After
All is surprisingly coarse and simplistic. The
album was reported to have been made in just
six weeks, and its utter lack of three-dimen-
sionality seems to confirm that. Within thirty
seconds of each track, you will have heard
everything it has to offer. The ugly production
quality means you won't have much of an in-
centive to stick around after that long either.

REVIEWED BY BASTI MENKES

But when it comes to the ideas themselves on
Human After All, the Guardian doesn't have it
right. Even if the album sounds like a rough
draft rather than a finished product, Human
After All contains some of Daft Punk's stron-
gest hooks and samples. There is an assaul-
tive nature to Human After All that makes far
more sense in the context of the Daft Punk live
show. The most exhilarating moments of their
superb live album Alive 2007 are when the
duo drop songs like “"Robot Rock" or Human
After All's title track into the mix. On the studio
record, those songs bordered on obnoxious;
when spliced into a live set they work won-
ders, providing the biggest "fuck yeah" mo-
ments of the night.

Pk

The throwback to old-school maximalism on
Daft Punk's fourth studio album, Random Ac-
cess Memories, suggested a rebirth of biblical
proportions. With Random Access Memories'
nostalgic blend of funk and disco, not to men-
tion song titles like "Give Life back to Music",
Daft Punk quickly established Human After All
as a dark period in their career they'd rather
you forget.

But it is difficult to pretend Human After All
never happened. This album had a cultural
impact. It was only after its release that DIs
began delivering dance music with the same
heavy-metal intensity that Human After All
did. Without Human After All, there would
have been no Knife Party, no Skrillex. Of
course, a universe without those musicians
might actually be very appealing to you. But
despite any misgivings I, you or Daft Punk
may have about it, Human After All represents

a turning point in electronic dance music. ®

“This album had a cultural impact.

It was only after its release that DJs
began delivering dance music with
the same heavy-metal intensity
that Human After All did.”
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Kendrick Lamar To Pimp a Butterfly
> HIP-HOP, FUNK | AFTERMATH/INTERSCOPE; 2015

n the last twelve months, African-Amer-

ican identity has been debated par-

ticularly fiercely. Coinciding with the
horrors of Ferguson, we have seen a distinct
whitewashing of what was previously con-
sidered "black" music. More so than ever,
African-American experience needs to be
culturally documented but black music styles
have been dominated by figures like Iggy
Azalea and Macklemore. Almost out of neces-
sity, African-American music icon D'Angelo
returned in December with his first album
in fourteen years, Black Messiah. A tour-de-
force of soul, funk and R&B, Black Messiah
was as much a political statement as it was a
celebration of black culture. In bringing those
styles of music back to their roots, D'Angelo all
but reclaimed them.

Kendrick Lamar's third studio album, To Pimp
a Butterfly, is the perfect companion piece to
Black Messiah, and a sensational album in
its own right. Whereas Kendrick's last album
good kid, m.A.A.d city was punchy and direct,
To Pimp a Butterfly is lush and expansive. At
78 minutes long and featuring an ensem-
ble cast, To Pimp a Butterfly has a distinctly
cinematic feel to it. Many of the guests are
black-music royalty of yesteryear and today,

REVIEWED BY BASTI MENKES

including Parliament's George Clinton, jazz-
tronica extraordinaire Flying Lotus, and pop
superstar Pharrell Williams.

True to the butterfly referenced in its title,
To Pimp a Butterfly is an album in constant
metamorphosis. Anthemic rap songs segue
into sections of spoken word, which segue
again into jazzy interludes. What holds these
sprawling elements together is Kendrick's rap
persona, which is just as enthralling as it was
on good kid. Though the album is best listened
to as a whole, highlights can't help but emerge
with repeated listens. The furious "The Blacker
the Berry" slaps the listener in the face with its
discussion of racism, even as Jamaican dance-
hall artist Assassin delivers delectable hooks.
Just as exceptional is the strutting "King
Kunta", which squeezes references to James
Brown, Michael Jackson and "Rapper's Delight"
into its four sublime minutes.

I am hard-pressed to name a recent album as
enjoyable or as socially relevant as To Pimp a
Butterfly. Regardless of your music taste or the
colour of your skin, To Pimp a Butterfly's po-
litically-charged lyrics and sumptuous sound
palette are sure to win you over. ®
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The SpongeBob Movie: Sponge out of Water

» DIRECTED BY PAUL TIBBIT

illed with terrible puns, The Sponge-

Bob Movie: Sponge out of Water is a

complete disaster that falls incred-
ibly short of the beloved children's cartoon
that we all cherish and adore. Furthermore,
with strange live-action and animation ef-
fects, I had to wonder if the director was high
throughout the entire production of the film.

@0 0000000000000 0000000 00

Infinitely Polar Bear
» DIRECTED BY MAYA FORBES

REVIEWED BY MAYA DODD

A pirate called Burger-Beard (Antonio Ban-

deras) makes it his mission to find the last
page of a magical storybook in which he can

rewrite the fate of Bikini Bottom — SpongeBob

Squarepants' (Tom Kenny) hometown. Not
only does Burger-Beard succeed in wreaking

havoc on the townspeople of Bikini Bottom, he
also steals the Krabby Patty Secret Formula,

© e 060606006 006006000000000000 0000

n the spectrum of action-packed
thrillers, Infinitely Polar Bear doesn't
even register, but it is in no way
unremarkable. On the contrary, Infinitely Po-
lar Bear fills a certain void that no amount of

green-eyed anger ever could.

Set in 1978, the film takes place at the back
end of the counterculture movement. Cameron
(Mark Ruffalo) is a psychedelic bohemian still
riding the highs of Woodstock, struggling with
the inhibitions of domesticity and post-psy-
chedelia. His hardships become obvious when
we discover Cameron failed to fulfil his fami-
ly's expectations of graduating from Harvard
University and leading a life on the fringes
of American aristocracy. Cameron is also a
manic-depressive mess of a father who tries
to win back his wife by attempting to take
full responsibility for their two young, spirited
daughters — but they don't make the over-

whelming task any easier.
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Cameron's personal storyline, however, is
not something that the audience should be
distracted by. This film is first and foremost, a
feel-good film driven by the mantra: "We may
not have it all together but together we have
it all." Cameron and Maggie's (Zoe Saldana)
two children, Amelia (Imogene Wolodarsky)
and Faith (Ashley Aufderheide), have trouble
seeing the silver lining within a life of poverty.
With a black mother and a white father, they
are cast into a world of social isolation, where

making friends becomes difficult.

However, who better to help resolve these
issues of social mistreatment than their man- :

ic-depressive, post-psychedelic,

father? It is the film's scenes of heartfelt fa-
therhood that both carry the mood of Infinitely
Polar Bear and provide more than a few soli- :

tary moments of comic relief.

I have a few misgivings about Mark Ruffalo's :

bohemian !

intending to make the best burgers in town
from his food-truck/ship. Leaving Bikini Bot-
tom without Krabby Patties turns the towns-
folk into a bunch of crazed butchers who blame
Plankton (Mr. Lawrence) and SpongeBob for
the disappearance of their beloved burgers.

Being hated by everyone really shines a new
light on SpongeBob's relationship with Plank-
ton. Together, they concoct a plan to save their
town from devastation. With the aid of Patrick
Star (Bill Fagerbakke), Squidward Tentacles
(Rodger Bumpass), Sandy Cheeks (Carolyn
Lawrence) and Mr. Krabs (Clancy Brown),
SpongeBob makes his debut into our dimen-
sion and ultimately restores Bikini Bottom to
its former glory — one full of Krabby Patties.

Without Antonio Banderas I would have fallen

asleep within ten minutes of the film starting.
But even with him, it was still a serious strug-
gle to keep my eyes open. Also, if they wanted
to make Burger-Beard a child-friendly version
of Captain Jack Sparrow, they should have just
cast Johnny Depp. Banderas, I am utterly dis-
appointed. You can do so much better. ®

© 0000000000000 00000000000 o

reliance on his cigarette to mark Cameron's

bohemianism instead of actually acting
the part, but Maya Forbes' directing picks
up the slack. Her Super 8 camera captures
the film's warmth and projects a feeling of

youthful nostalgia. ®



> DIRECTED BY MICHAEL LEHMANN

0s coming-of-age films often deal

with detention, skipping school, finally

getting Jake Ryan to notice you and
making your own clothes. However, Heathers
breaks this mould with a plotline that is darker
and deadlier than any John Hughes film.

While Mean Girls is often hailed as the
quintessential teen film, the Plastics have
nothing on the scrunchie-wearing, colour-co-
ordinated, croquet-playing girls that make up
the most feared and loved clique of Wester-
berg High School: the Heathers (and Veronica
Sawyer — kind of). Heathers focuses primarily
on Veronica (Winona Ryder), a girl new to the
Heathers; even with her newfound popularity,
Veronica is unhappy with her new status and
the tyranny of Heather Chandler (Kim Walker).
She soon meets Jason “J.D." Dean (Christian

Slater), a guy who has no qualms about

> DIRECTED BY ROY WARD

Theatre review: The War Play

REVIEWED BY MANDY TE

pulling a gun on other students, and they later
do the deed after a late-night game of croquet.

Veronica finds herself fast becoming the
Bonnie to 1.D.'s Clyde after they "accidentally"
begin murdering people. Thanks to Veroni-
ca's talent for forging people's handwriting
and JD.s crazy ideas, the couple are able
to cover up these deaths as suicides. As the
protagonist puts it herself (while wearing a
monocle and writing with a fury that no ex-
ercise-book-owning B.A. student could ever
compete with): "Dear Diary, my teen angst
bullshit now has a body count." After realising
that ].D. is indeed a psychopath, she breaks up
with him and does her best to make amends
for her past actions.

Heathers is a teen film, but it's also not.
Rather than fulfilling the typical tropes of
high school films, Michael Lehmann breaks

n 2005, Private Jack Braithwaite and

five other soldiers were pardoned and

awarded medals for their service by
Prime Minister Helen Clark under the Pardon
for the Soldiers of the Great War Act 2000. The
War Play focuses on the relatives of writer,
Philip Braithwaite, and the scandal surround-
ing his family, which had been kept a secret
since World War .

Played by Ben Van Lier, Philip goes on a jour-
ney to find out more about his great-uncle
Jack (Jonathan Martin), who was executed
while deployed in France for going AWOL.
The reasons for his execution brought great
shame to his family. In 1915, Jack followed
his brother Eric (Alexander Walker) to war.

£
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REVIEWED BY MANDY TE

Upon seeing his brother shot down, Jack de-
serted his battalion several times before he
was eventually taken to a military prison in
France, which is where the events that led to

his execution occurred.

His death was so disgraceful that it even led to
the death of his father, former mayor of Dune-
din. Based on real events, The War Play is an
excellent four-man production. Although half
of the cast play multiple characters, it always
clear which character is being represented in
each scene. It is wonderfully acted and the cast
brings the story to life with emotion and com-
edy that had the whole crowd laughing and,
at times, in suspense-induced silence. The
change of scene from Jack's exploits in 1915 to

45
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EYE TRIO COMBO
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them apart in a way that is both comedic and

sinister. With useless adults who only care
about paté, a protagonist who is awful but
doesn't think she's super awful (which makes
her even more awful), toxic relationships that
involve murder, and date rape that is blatantly
ignored, Heathers delves into deeper issues;
the ability to explore what most coming-of-
age films dismiss makes Heathers an 80s
staple film. ®

Philip's writing journey and his interactions
with his father change the atmosphere nicely,
balancing out the seriousness and comedy
without either one being too overpowering.

The opening night of The War Play had full
sway over my emotions. I would highly rec-
ommend this play for any local history buffs or

anyone who appreciates a good war story. @

The

Warpla

By Philp Bralthwaite
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The Grand Hotel
‘ » WRITTEN BY SCOTT KENEMORE

The Grand
Hotel, is narrated by a desk clerk who

cott Kenemore's novel,

makes it clear to the reader that he has
a sinister ulterior motive when he volunteers
to show a group of tourists around the myste-
rious hotel he works for.

The first guest he takes the tourists to see is
a desiccated dead body, although the desk
clerk assures the tourists that this dead body
still pays its bills and eats the food left in its
room. He takes the unnerved tourists to visit
guest after guest — each is a permanent res-
ident in the hotel, and each has a story to tell.
These stories range from plausible tales of
despicable human behaviour to disturbing
tales of demons and time travel. Soon the desk
clerk begins a game in which he questions the
youngest of the tour group, a red-haired girl of
twelve, about some detail of the story they just
heard. As she gets the answers right, the desk
clerk grows steadily more excited. It becomes

leaf. HAIR STUDIO
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REVIEWED BY BRIDGET VOSBURGH

more and more apparent the tourists won't be
allowed to leave.

Now, that is a lot of horror tropes right there.
But I didn't find The Grand Hotel horrifying. I'm
not actually sure Kenemore is trying to make
the reader afraid. For one thing, the narrator
is enjoying himself way too much. He's given
the tour so many times he knows just how to
manipulate people into doing what he wants;
he's putting on a big performance and loving
every second of it: "I sSlump my shoulders wea-
rily, looking crestfallen and disappointed in
them. (I must bite my tongue to avoid smiling.
In truth, I am nearly trembling with pleasure.
Sometimes I actually do tremble, but the
group mistakes this for shudders of despon-
dence, which works out just fine.)"

Another strike against any sort of fear factor
is that the tourists aren't differentiated from
one another in meaningful ways. None of them

034701279 »

021 295 167

SCOTT KENEMORE

have names, few of them have characteristics,

and the red-haired girl is clearly the only one
who matters. They're in a creepy situation
but there are no personalities to be concerned
about or attach to. You don't keep reading this
book because you're worried, you keep read-
ing because you want to know what the desk
clerk's deal is, and because the whole thing is
fun. The stories the guests tell are entertaining,
the questions the clerk asks the red-haired girl
are interesting, and the answers she gives are
often surprising.

A few of the book's details, however, don't
make sense after the big reveal. For example,
the desk clerk wonders why the red-haired girl
doesn't seem to have a chaperone, and points
out that no one in the tour group looks like her.
I don't think it spoils the ending to say that, in
light of the ultimate reveal, this isn't some-
thing he should have been wondering about.
The Grand Hotel uses a lot of the hallmarks of

creepy and still ends up being an all-round

positive experience. ®
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InFamous: First Light

» PS4 | DEV: SUCKER PUNCH PRODUCTIONS; PUBISHER: SONY

nFamous: First Light is presented in an

odd format. A tie-in to the larger title,

InFamous: Second Son, and available for
download and use without the player having
to own the primary title, it's not quite its own
game yet it's more than just a piece of down-
loadable content (DLC). This is a release style
that seems to be slowly building traction, and
it makes sense on a number of levels. Players
can dip their toes into the game's universe and
mechanics without having to shell out for a
larger game's price tag, and the developer can
use the tie-in as a playable advertisement.

However, for this model — or even standard

DLC — to work effectively, the new content

REVIEWED BY BRANDON JOHNSTONE

needs to bring something fresh to either draw
players back to their world or introduce new-
comers to it. Unfortunately, here InFamous:
First Light falls flat on its face. The main draw
of this title is to delve deeper into the past of
"conduit" Abigail "Fetch" Walker, one of the
protagonist's super-powered allies in InFa-
mous: Second Son. As it turns out, before we
met Fetch — broken, paranoid and unstable
— in Second Son, she was a hell of a lot less
interesting. Half of Fetch's cinematic screen
time is spent blithering on or throwing a hissy
fit over how incredible her brother is and how
she'll freak out if he isn't around to cuddle her.
Sure, she's a recovering drug addict who loves
her brother, but it's pretty sad to see such a

GAMES

games@ucritic.co.nz

live wire reduced to a whinging mess. This
dependency on her brother is a blatant ploy
to invoke the player's emotions when their life
is in danger at a later point, but it's a little too
obvious and obnoxious to inspire these feel-
ings naturally.

Luckily, the actual gameplay is still good fun.
Fetch's neon powers (sprinting in light form,
firing off lasers and whatnot) feel great to con-
trol; zipping around the city never feels like a
chore, and her powerset has more depth than
any set from Second Son. For those who do
own Second Son, that game's Delsin and all his
powers are usable in First Light's arena bat-
tles, which is an extremely cool touch.

Those who have played previous instalments
in the InFamous franchise will notice that the
combat and control system in First Light/Sec-
ond Son is similar, but improved upon in most
places. If you have not played any previous in-
stalments, have no fear: the plot threads from
those games have been more or less aban-
doned, with new stories built from the ground
up. You may feel a little disoriented if you're
jumping straight into First Light, but it weaves
its own story without leaning too much on the
wider context of the factions and politics that
exist in that world. In Second Son itself, how-
ever, you're good to go: the story will teach
you everything you need to know.

If First Light pops up for free (as it did for
Playstation Plus subscribers) or on the cheap
somewhere, it's worth grabbing to experience
zippy combat with beautiful visuals, but keep
in mind that this title is essentially a very wa-
tered-down version of a much greater game
that has more diverse powers, a better story
and infinitely more interesting characters. ®
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Do you struggle with making basic life decisions? Worried about
never bumping into your campus soulmate, or whether to eat two-
minute noodles for every dinner this week? Fear not, chums, for |,
Madame McMystery, have gazed deep into the cosmos to reveal the
secrets the planetary alignments hold in store for you!

(Disclaimer: Madame McMystery is not responsible for any physical or emotional damage
caused by the interpretation of her predictions and subsequent actions influenced by them).

F rom examining your star chart, it -}ool_(s

like you enjoyed a brief but passionate'_é

love affair over the Easter break. While I'm :
sure the 52 hours you spent together were 5
magical, don't let this stop you from entering
into new relationships, as I don't see you re-
uniting until next New Year's Eve.

T he first day it rains this week is a good

position of your finance stars, the rain could

day to stay inside. Given the precarious

wash away any good fortune you have coming
your way this week; best to play it safe. Also
hit up a Pisces if they owe you money, I hear
they're paying back old debts this week.

T ime to throw in the towel with all this

career path you've always wanted — exotic

university business and take up the

massage. Don't let the reactions of your family
hold you back, you've got to follow your heart.

ats are your worst enemy this week.

C

at all costs. Especially the ones with white

Avoid these furry balls of seething hatred

mitten paws — they will be your undoing.
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T l}_e_pﬁsition"(_.':hf Pluto warns of impending
: doom in rela'fﬂ;n.{__qq(our academic life.

ments? Did you check them through plagia-
rism software? I don't know what you'll do, but
I see an angry lecturer in your life.

ou're a sensitive soul and you know
what you want out of life. Belly rubs.
Even though you're a wee bit shy, I suggest
recruiting a few of your nearest and dearest
to give your stomach a good pat down every
night. This will help with indigestion and will

open you up emotionally.

F ollowing your heart has always led you

point your right hand out and follow that in-

into trouble, so this week you should just

stead. It may not sound practical, but it should
keep you out of trouble for a bit.

his half of the semester is where you're

T

skipping classes and sleeping till 2pm, you

going to turn it all around. No more

are a studying machine — the likes of which

Otago has never seen before (outside of

St Margaret's).

- T, g H o
Have you remembered to tummwilgn-' i This is a good time to enter all the sweepstakes

- ~
trom the paosition of Sirius_-_é_nd Jupiterr‘f‘\n

-

see money eoming your way. this week,

and competitions you can get your grubby
litfié'hands on. Avoid the lotto and scratchies
& though. Those-aresthe tools of the devil.

his is not what I meant when I told you

T

What was that last Saturday night? You need a

that you would start drinking again.

cool-off period of 2—3 weeks, buddy. No more

twerking for you.

B lanket forts are the bee's knees, and

People will come from lands afar to marvel

yours will be the fort to rule them all.

at your cozy fortress and enjoy a good game
of Monopoly. It's also a hell of a pick-up
line, so I don't see you being lonely in
the immediate future.

here is an expense hanging over your

T

paying for quite some time now. Pay it, watch

head that you have been putting off

the money in your bank account dwindle into
nothing, and breathe. All will be well.
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LETTER OF THE WEEK

The letter of the week wins a
$30 BOOK VOUCHER
From the University Book S

Yep, It's Messed Up!

A letter for you guys because I
am annoyed,

I'm really annoyed at our govern-
ment right now. Specifically the part
of it that voted against the "Feed the
Kids" bill. Sure there are schemes out
there to help get food into low income
households and the parents receiving
help from these schemes make sure
their kids eat because they aren't
awful people. But when it comes to
feeding a family, it's easier and more
cost effective to feed everyone at the
same time at one meal. And because
of the nature of most of these house-
holds, that meal is usually dinner. In
the evening. After school.

That doesn't help the kids that much.
Studies show that without the right
nutrition and a morning meal, kids
don't do as well in school. They can't
concentrate in class because they're
hungry. How can we expect these
kids to become functioning members
of society when they can't function?
Food in schools is the best way to help
future generations and some fat cats
who have never had to go without
food so that their children can eat,
need to learn what it's like to be with-
out. Good parents always put their
kids first. Obviously 61 members of
parliament aren't good parents.

Hannah Guirey

Cute Story Guys

Dear Critic

There we were, Thinking Out Loud, that
what we really needed was to Sing in a Lego
House in order to Make it Rain. We planned
to See Fire in the hair of Ed, while getting
Drunk on our mocktails that tasted better
than Cold Coffee.

Unfortunately that didn't happen, but we
did manage to get our Photograph taken while
we heard a Wayfaring Stranger and his Little
Bird perform a song about Autumn Leaves as
Even My Dad Does Sometimes, on the Radio.
Neither of us wanted to be a Runaway, but alas
all good things must come to an end and our
night did just that.

Shout out to the Lonestar, of All The Stars
in the sky, that one provided us with an awe-
some night.

Cheers,
Ed and his Ed-mirer

Anonymity Not Necessary

Dear Critic

Last week, I sent you an email thank-
ing you for your help with a sensitive issue
I was having. My intention was for the letter
to by anonymous, but alas I was betrayed
and it was published with my name, forever
shaming me and alienating me from my
Critic-reading colleagues.

Fear not, this is not a rant at you, nor a
threat to come to your offices with a displeased
nest of stinging insects. It was not your fault,
for it was not you who forgot that my email
program had been set up to automatically in-
sert my name as a signature.

I went to look for the Link toilets that I had
been unable to find but so desperately needed,
and discovered that they are in fact totally ob-
vious to anyone with functional eyes. My fool-
ishness is now published along with my name
for all to mock. I hope they enjoy doing so.

Yours sincerely
Thopeitworksthistime

William Warren

S

LETTERS
We'll wait on the responses
To the Editor

Inote with distaste the comment in Amber
Allot's article in the Critic issue of 9/3/15 that
those who stand outside DPH with pro-life plac-
ards are terrorising young women who have
chosen abortion.

As amember of that group let me categor-
ically deny that abominable allegation and tell
you that the reverse is true: our hearts go out to
these people whom incidentally we do not see
as they enter the abortion clinic on the other
side of the hospital to where stand in peaceful
and silent protest, which we are entitled to do in
this land of the free. We do not judge or condemn
them as people but rather expound our views
which are sincerely held, driven as they are
by our Christian conscience; we pray for their
wellbeing. We obviously have our views and
they have theirs, but let us disagree respectfully
and without rancour.

John N. Vincent.

Woody is no more

Dear Critic

Seeing as David and now Woody got an
article in the Critic, you guys should inquire
as to whether Metiria would be kind enough
to grace us with a column of her own. They did
reach a 17% vote which I am almost certain is
much higher among the student populace.

On a side note, isn't that a tad silly?
Shooting yourself in the foot with an opinion
on Hyde st in your second article (Looking at
you Woody).

Cheers,
Partisan and proud

AND Now It's Fast

Dear Critic

This letter might be similar to the one you
had a few weeks ago, but our flat also JUST
got our internet connected. YUP three months
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without internet.I don't know how we sur- |
vived. We were more social and actually talked
to each other. I guess we were a bit more ac-
tive as we constantly walked to the library
and learned how to live without Facebook..
But who needs that?! Now I can spend a solid 6
hours lying in bed scrolling down my facebook
wall. YAY internet!!

Love Liza 3

—— LETTERS POLICY

Y

Letters should be 200 words or fewer. Deadline is Thursday at

200 characters isn't enough to
describe how much | hate man
buns

e T T
Postgrads can now borrow up to 100 items
fram Uni library. Challenge accepted.

Looking for a house on the wrong
side of the road because you
thought 5 was an even number.
How did | get into Uni

. 0§

If there's one thing I've learnt from
working at maccas it's how to
.lpl'_lh;-gls.r_: for 1r}mq~t3'1i.'1|.3 that isn't
my fault,

Slang is short for shortened

Spm. Send letters to critic@critic.co.nz, post them to PO Box Vil =
1436, Dunedin, or drop into the Critic office. All letters must H Landlord was coming round on
include full contact details, even if you don't want these printed. L 'I."".'L‘:Lmeﬁd.i,r to fix our drains. | said
Letters of a serious nature directly addressing a specific M ta let himself in cos | had a job
person or group will not be published under a pseudonym, interview. He just walked in on me
except in extraordinary circumstances negotiated with the E naked an the ;culq_ﬂ;
E

Editor. Critic reserves the right to edit, abridge or decline letters . i 5

) - . ; Fisitwednesdayalready?
without explanation. We don't fix the spelling or grammar & h B B
. . o 4| Fidontthinkigotthejob
in letters. If a writer looks stupid, it's because they are. |

EACH PICK UP
WITH 2015 STUDENT ID
DUNEDIN NORTH ONLY

9

Domino’s

DUNEDIN NORTH
736 GREAT KING ST

NOTICES

OUSA ANZAC DAY SERVICE 7/
Saturday 25 April 2015 at 1.30pm.

Outside the University Clocktower Building
or in the Main Common Room if wet.

MODELS REQUIRED for photographer //
It's a large scale project with a hope of 30/50
people involved.

Contact Chad at fuzzyspectrum@gmail.com

SRILANKAN NEW YEARS //

The Sri Lankan New Year's celebration marks the
end of the harvest season. We welcome everyone
to commemorate this holiday with us at Spm, 18th
of April at the Sargood Centre. There will be free
food and games including a professional
fireworks display.
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language #mindfuck

Some of the things guys post up on
Yik Yak to get girls are pathetic
P(’j‘_’.! :,--::lur nl.lmht&r-\'. if y-:;’:u: .'|£|r1"l'.L
EACH PICK UP

WITH 2015 STUDENT ID
DUNEDIN NORTH ONLY

VOLUNTEERS
REQUIRED

We are seeking volunteers for clinicial comparison
studies of market brand-leading drugs alongside generic
formulations of those drugs, I vou fit this criteria;

P L L L

Male or Female, between 18-55 years

Have na medical condition

Non-Smoker (for at least six maonths)

Mot an medication {excluding female contraception pill)

Mot taken any drugs of abuse

All participants will be remunerated fior their time and inconvenience

CONTACT US TO REGISTER YOUR INTEREST:
caLL 0800 89 82 82 eman trials@zenithtechnology.co.nz
visit www.zenithtechnology.conz

Zenith Technelogy Corporation LTD

154 Frederich 5t = PO Box V77T = Denedie #3854 = New Tealand

Zemnlech

This advertsemment and all st

prowved by an ethics commitiee
accredited by the Hea

‘ounci of New Zealand
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LETTERS

£\ SNAPS

@Criticmag
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IS THIS REAL LIFE?!

12 for $360
E-::u‘rars 1L Whisky

b il :_I‘HE
whwesw DUNEDIN LOOK
H/. l 'RE A Photographic Showcase of Dunedin Street Style
DIN: £ YOU'RE

Bnahe

ELL™""SSED.

The Dunedin Look is Free of charge so come on
back with all new looks! in, check it out and get
From Saturday 18 April voting! You may see a few
to Sunday 26 April familiar faces!!!

Meridian Mall will house For voting terms and
a photography exhibition conditions and Meridian

of Dunedin street style. Mall opening hours visit
www.meridianmall.co.nz

A competition will run and
the ‘look’ with the most .
votes wins a  $1000

Meridian shopping spree! I

Voters also g0 in the draw to MGR / Dlﬂ N
win a $500 Meridian 4

shopping spree. www.meridianmall.co.nz
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BY WEE DOUBT

he most controversial Facebook post I've ever written was one

that said: "I can't believe how many of my friends who would

never judge someone based on their race, gender or sexuality
are happy to make massive, sweeping, shameless assumptions about
people based on the month they are born in." This post was followed
by a tirade of comments that accused me of not understanding the nu-
ances of astrology and the skill behind drawing up star-charts, and em-
phasising my arrogance for criticising something I didn't understand.

Astrology is a fucking pre-Copernican system. It comes from a time
when we thought that the Earth was the centre of the solar system. Co-
pernicus risked torture and execution for his theory that the Earth goes
round the Sun. Show him some respect and ditch the astrology.

I have had to fill in my star sign on a job application form. I have had
a virtual stranger tell me that my boyfriend and I were compatible
because we had complementary star signs. (We had been together for
three years.) I've had a pregnant woman tell me she was hoping her
baby would be born a week after its due date so that it would be a Pi-
sces instead of an Aquarius.

I think we should look at people who believe in star signs in a similar
way to how we look at other bigots. I've been told that, being a Taurus,
I am almost certainly gluttonous, stubborn and unimaginative. If you
don't think this is offensive, try replacing "Taurean" with "Korean". "Be-
ing Korean, you are almost certainly gluttonous, stubborn and unimag-
inative." How does that sound? The answer is it sounds unmistakably,
unforgivably, disgustingly racist. And also eye-suckingly crazy. If you
judge a person by their star-sign, you are signist. If you say someone is
"balanced, for a Gemini", you are signist. If you say, "I've been out with
three Aquarians and they were all nuts", you are signist.

But, astrologers would argue, your sun sign is only part of it. True as-
trologers recognise that you need a map of the solar system to deter-
mine the character of a person. Even then the person's fate is not set, as
they can recognise their character and work to change it. That sounds
like being a human. Why can't we just get to know people, learn from
our mistakes and try to be better? What do we need astrology for? And
why do people keep asking each other what their fucking star sign is?
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Elf Fetish

BY ELF LOVER

Each week Critic wants to hear from you if you're struggling to
approach the man or woman of your dreams. Does she always sit
on that front row seat and give the lecturer far more attention than
you're comfortable with? Does he stroll past your window each
morning and your only attempts at getting his attention have been
taking a little longer to put clothes on?

Flick your stories to crush@critic.co.nz

've always liked elfish looking men. I'm not sure — it may be their

elegance, their likeness to certain oddly attractive cartoon char-

acters that I secretly fell in love with as a child, or just that these
types of men seem like a naturally made rebellion against constructed
ideas of what men "should" look like.

For a long time, you weren't one of these men. But there was still some-
thing about you. I first noticed you on campus about a year ago, and I
think that's when you noticed me too. Or did you? I swear we locked
eyes and there was a feeling of recognition, of mutual eye-crush estab-
lishment. I liked your eyes and your style, but I didn't like your friends.
They were so unashamedly "Law" types, they weren't you — you
seemed more like a lone wolf who charmed any pack he came across

but never stayed put.

After a period of absence, you drifted from my mind. But one day, as I
was gloomily staring out my window, something caught my eye: a flash
of golden locks. Your cheekbones, so defined, sliced the air as you ran
by — their edge matched my sharp eyes. Where were you going? What
were you running from? I held my arms wide but you ran past, deter-
mined in your salty running gear.

Again, I didn't see you for a while after this. But the other day, at the
supermarket, there you were — at the New World with a new look. I
couldn't believe how you had evolved. In your long green coat with your
piercing eyes and tousled blonde hair flowing around your face, you
had somehow become my elf. This enduring eye-crush has changed.
Now I lie waiting for you in my op-shop velvet dress (please ignore its
vague smell of someone else's grandma). You've cast your spell; come
undo the mess (me) you've created.



Remembering
BY DR DAVID CLARK, MP

any of you will have attended ANZAC services around the

country. Attending the ANZAC commemoration at Queens

Gardens each year rates among the most moving of the
regular duties I perform as the local electorate MP.

It's an early start, but the traffic build-up pre-5am tells me I'm not
alone. Literally thousands of people crowd around the cenotaph, threat-
ening to spill onto the one-way system. Our country's loss of men and
women in their prime — just a few generations ago — is not forgotten.

From a much smaller University of Otago, 552 students or former
students fought in World War One. Many of the reserve soldiers who will
front for the commemoration this year also study on campus.

In 2015 we mark the centenary of our most famous battle
at Gallipoli.

On 25 April 1915, Kiwi troops began landing at what is now known
as ANZAC cove. By the end of the first day, 100 troops had been killed.
It was the beginning of a disastrous campaign that led to the death of
a fifth of all New Zealanders who landed there. Memorials across New
Zealand bear witness to the bravery of the 2779 men who died in the
failed attempt to wrest the Gallipoli Peninsula once and for all from the
hands of its Turkish defenders.

There is no glamour in war: just grit and death. Decades on from
conflict, the temptation to sugarcoat the experience — atop the free-
doms retained — remains. But ask anyone who has served abroad:
many are proud of their service, but the word glamorous won't roll off
their tongues. The wretchedness of war and its impact on Dunedin are
captured in the exhibition at Toitu commemorating 100 years since the
ANZAC landing at Gallipoli. It's worth a visit.

If the ANZAC dawn service isn't for you, there's a public service at
the Anderson's Bay cemetery a little later in the morning; then Monte-
cillo Veteran's Home hosts another.

There are other commemorations on 25 April — not least among
them, the OUSA service on campus. Hauntingly, the names of students
who gave their lives in the two world wars echo the names of students
studying today.
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BY ISABEL LANAUX

A Broad View is written by different international students each
week who wish to share their impressions of their time here or
unique experiences. Email critic@critic.co.nz if you are an
international student wanting to tell your tale.

've never had much appreciation for the American accent, but

that's probably because I never thought to call it such. When you

hear something spoken one way every day, you start to take its id-
iosyncrasies for granted. In other words, you simply don't notice them.

"Aye, mate, wanna head to Macca's?"

This is how my Kiwihost greeted me on our third afternoon together.

"Hey, what?"

"Macca's. Me 'n the boys are goin' for pies, 'aven't ya 'eva had one?
They're good on ya."

Only "mate" had nothing to do with chess; "pies" weren't the ones
my Mom makes for Thanksgiving; and "Macca's" (is that spelling even
correct?) is just a Kiwi abbreviation for McDonald's.

The following week there was the pasta/pastor debate ...

"Do you say pasta or pahster?" my Kiwihost asked.

"Like the guy in church? Yeah, I say pastor.”

"No, we don't eat pahster in church.”

"Well obviously not, you can't eat the pastor .." I was beginning to
think that Kiwis were a seriously deluded group.

It was only after the intervention of a third flatmate (or is it room-
mate?) that it became clear: he wasn't talking about church and I wasn't
talking about spaghetti. Although I never considered my American ac-
cent, I now recognise that it's been there all along. Pasta, as I pronounce
it; pahster, as the Kiwis pronounce it; and pastor.

Will we ever be able to communicate fluidly? Who knows? But, in a
way, that's what's special: the similarities and differences. The idea that
language, dialects and accents are all a part of humanity, all a part of
us, and at the end of the day all we really want is the ability to under-
stand one another.

That, and McDonald's.

Grab a Roll

-
MLy 5

on the Go

© SUSHI

1 Albion Place (next to Kathmandu) | 477 7030 | fb.com/migahakodunedin
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Menopause is Power
BY EMMA COTTON

enopause: we know it as a thing to be dreaded — a word to

be uttered, not spoken. It brings our mothers' and grand-

mothers' hot flushes and mood swings, and is probably
the reason your mum gave you a little too much grief about breaking
curfew or having a messy room. Women don't typically look forward to
it, but menopause is actually a rare phenomenon, and could provide a
great deal of value in post-reproductive life.

Humans are one of only three species to experience menopause;
the two others are short-finned pilot whales and killer whales. All other
species, from ants to elephants, are able to give birth until they die. Both
humans and these two types of whales spend a considerable amount
of time in post-reproductive life — humans live, on average, up to 30
years after menopause, and female killer whales have a hefty 50 years
of post-reproductive life.

Evolutionary scientists have found this concept a bit puzzling. Why
do our bodies retire the ability to have children? Shouldn't the nature of
our biology have us breeding steadily, so as to further our species? One
popular notion is the "grandmother hypothesis"”, which states that chil-
dren become more successful adults with the care of both their mother
and grandmother; therefore, a woman's later years are most effectively
spent raising grandchildren.

To help solve the mysteries of the post-reproductive female, Lauren
Brent and her team from the Centre for Research in Animal Behaviour
at the University of Exeter in the UK have been observing patterns of
elderly killer whales off the western coast of the United States. Their
findings show that post-reproductive females (the oldest of whom is
103 years old; males only live to be about 50) have a wealth of ecological
knowledge, accumulated with age, which they pass down to the kin of
the pod.

Brent and her team observed that menopausal female whales led
the pod to locate and hunt salmon more often than males. Salmon make
up 97% of a killer whale's diet. They are unpredictable, with migration
patterns that depend on the seasons, the year and the tides. An orca
which has lived long enough to watch the patterns for almost a century
is more helpful in locating dinner than any other member of the pod.

The purpose of post-reproductive female orcas stretches beyond
raising kin; it improves the survival rate of the entire pod. Female or-
cas are valued for their ecological knowledge and leadership. They are
trusted and valued by other members of the pod. Brent's research sug-
gests that the idea of a post-reproductive woman "losing" the ability to
have a child might not actually be a loss — it might, in fact, be the time
when her life is most valuable.
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-'Ili.i:RDM THE AC
g o s CLASS
BY FINBARR NOBLE

rom a very narrow nineteenth-century British perspective, Ed-
ward Gibbon Wakefield might be described as the father of New
Zealand, though a strange father he was. The driving force in

his life was a hunger for wealth and influence.

Wakefield took his first step towards this by eloping at the age of 20 with
a wealthy heiress, 16-year-old Eliza Pattle. The two were married in
Scotland in 1816 because you could marry 16 year olds in Scotland with-
out their guardian's consent. The marriage brought him a tidy $2000 a
year and a promotion. After Eliza's untimely death, Wakefield tried it all
again. He lured a 15-year-old schoolgirl away with a false message that
her mother was dying. He subsequently abducted and married her, in
Scotland again. Although Wakefield immediately fled the country, he
was caught and sentenced to three years in prison.

While in prison, he took the time to catch up on some reading, brushing
up on the classical economists, the Utilitarians and the social questions
of the times. From this he developed his theory of systematic coloni-
sation. By 1830, Britain was suffering the ills of rapid development and
expansion: rural industry had been undermined by industrialisation,
and the cities were heaving with the poor and hungry. The focal point of
Wakefield's idea was the "sufficient price” at which the Crown or a pri-
vate entity would sell colonial "waste land". If the price was sufficient, it
would attract semi-wealthy migrants who would then employ waged
labourers. In turn, these labourers could then one day rise to be land-
owners too, which was a key part of the "New Zealand myth".

Thus Wakefield set up the New Zealand Company in 1837 in defiance
of the Colonial Office, which thought colonisation would be contrary to
the interests of Maori. The New Zealand Company attracted migrants
by propagandist land agents and by pamphlets that advertised NZ as
a balmy Britain of the south where the soft rolling hills of Wellington
need only be tickled for plants to grow and where it only rained at night
(seriously, they said that).

Needless to say, when the first impoverished and seasick migrants set
eyes on the forest-covered swampy shores of Petone they were under-
standably pissed. Wakefield was one of the 18,000 settlers who came
from Britain between 1840 and 1852, and about 14,000 were brought in
by the New Zealand Company — it shaped patterns of immigration for
100 years to come.
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Bunnies and Bees Let Loos
BY STEPH TAYLOR

Bunny hunter tally more than 8000

As an avid Easter fan, it breaks my heart that at the Great Easter Bunny
Hunt, 8000 little bunnies saw the white light and went to bunny heaven,
full of carrots and Easter eggs.

Don't go hunting on the West Coast,

Humer St'lIH‘H h? h’ﬂ'Bs as your odds of getting stung by a

swarm of bees are terrifying.

Keowns moving out,
Hollywood’s moving in

An Otago family is the talk of the town as they accommodate a film
crew on their farm. Apparently the couple are quite excited to be tempo-
rarily moving into the shearers' hut on their farm with no internet, tele-
vision, dishwasher or washing machine. Gutted that they'll be missing
the latest episode of The Bachelor.

Singles have a ball on Middlemarch outing

The Middlemarch Singles Ball took place recently, with a number of
desperate lads and lasses boarding the train to Middlemarch to attend
the do. Sounds like a town hall full of swandris, red-band gumboots and
mullets to me.

Offer to pay burglar’s
$30,000 investigated

In an extremely dodgy story, a seemingly illegitimate offer to pay a
jailed Cromwell burglar's $30,000 of fines and reparation fees is being
investigated due to the man's own criminal history.

&
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You've Got Rights, Baby!
BY STUDENT SUPPORT

he thing about being part of a massive bureaucratic institution

with its own jungle of rules, policies and procedures is that we
sometimes accept what the institution decides about us with-
out question, because it's bigger than us.

Maybe you've been the recipient of one of those ominous letters
summoning you to the proctor's office, delivered to your residence by
Campus Watch. Of course you're not given any idea what on earth you're
being summoned for. But it ain't looking good, and you've got to stew
for an entire day because your summons is for the next morning.

You rock up to the proctor's office, get told you've done "x". What
happened for you appears at odds with what CW has reported to the
proctor. Regardless, you are severely reprimanded and slapped with a
fine of varying proportions depending on what "x" you are guilty of. Yes,
guilty. This is no regular justice procedure. A regular procedure goes (in
part) something along the lines of: You are alleged to have done "x". You
have the right to talk to a lawyer. This is the evidence we have to sug-
gest you did "x". Here's a copy of that evidence for you and your lawyer.
What do you have to say for yourself? What evidence can you present
to dissuade us?

After meeting with the proctor, most students slink back into the
sunlight that seems to hold no warmth anymore as they contemplate
new depths of poverty and imminent starvation.

But, despite this insular carriage of justice, you have some rights.
You can take a support person when you see the proctor. You can appeal
the proctor's decision. You may not be told either of these are options,
but they are. You have seven days to appeal the proctor's decision to the
provost. Of course, you might have gone through the proctorial system
and feel you got what you deserved. Fair enough. But if you've been
chewed up, spat out and you think it's not OK, you've got rights, baby!
Use 'em! As always, OUSA Student Support Centre at S Ethel B is here to
help, so drop on in.

Hopefully your university years will be blissfully free of bumps but,
if not, we can help negotiate the bureaucratic behemoth that does, in
fact, provide you with some rights!

Funding Available for Student Performances
Up to $1500 per project is available to support University students and

staff fund public performances (e.g. comedy, dance, theatre, film, music).
Applications to the Division of Humanities Performing Arts Fund close 22 April 2015.
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LOVE IS BLIND

critic@critic.co.nz

Critic's infamous blind date column brings you weekly shutdowns, hilariously mismatched pairs,
and the occasional hookup. Each week, we lure two singletons to Di Lusso, ply them with food and
alcohol, then wait for their reports to arrive in our inbox.

If this sounds like you, email critic@critic.co.nz. But be warned

— if you dine on the free food and

dash without sending us a writeup, a Critic writer will write one under your name.
And that won't end well for you.

Nickis a third year Hyde resident. And he stood
her up. This is what happens when we send a
boy to do a man's job.

Nick

Tinder wasn't working out well for her.
Apparently the Blind Date wasn't the way to go
either. Good luck with your cats.

Bella

irst of all my apologies, to the lovely young lass I did not meet

and dine with. It is you who have I let down the most. You took

a risk in going to Di Lusso on that fateful night, I however did
not have the same level of courage. I hope you enjoyed the tab put on
by the Critic, for you deserved it more than I. If by chance we ever cross
paths I will try to make up for it with my sub-par chat.

Iwould also like to extend my apologies to those involved in organ-
ising the blind date. I understand you did a lot of work for no reward and
I have let you down. I am disappointed in myself for letting my stan-
dards slip and bringing into question your reputation and credibility.
For this I am truly remorseful.

And lastly to you, the reader. I would like to apologise for wasting
the last two minutes of your life reading an apology from a man, nay a
boy, who did not take the opportunity many others can only dream of.

Peace out.
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t's my third year at uni and I decided it was time to jump the gun
and find love. Tinder wasn't working out very well and I knew I
only had one other option; the Critic blind date.

Thursday came along and my nerves grew with every minute that
drew me closer to 7:30pm .. Who was the mystery man and will he be
my prince charming?

After downing a bottle of $7.99 Pinot Noir [ ventured out to Di Lusso,
only to find my friends sitting at a table ready to scope out my man.
He wasn't there yet so I ordered a drink on the bar tab and waited. For
an hour.

I shared the bar tab with my friends and had the most amazing
meat platter. I think the staff took pity on me, drowning my sorrows with
anumber of special shots — so thank you for treating me like a princess!

After a couple of hours I was completely trolleyed and realised my
date wasn't going to come, so I started my journey home. On the way,
four Carrington freshers who I had never met decided to take me in to
town and make me party with them. It escalated very quickly and I
found myself getting extremely high behind some building.

As a third year I learnt what it was like to be young again, so a
shout out to the four of you for turning my night around and showing
me a good time!

So my date didn't show up but I woke up safe and sound in my
bed the next morning, not remembering how I got there. My flat mates
weren't too impressed because drunk me decided to try and cook eggs
when I got home and the kitchen was covered in raw goo... A good night
but no love in sight: I guess I will have to wait for my Prince Charming to
sweep me off my feet another day.



OUSA Welfare
Officer Column

Hi! Paul, our lovely president
has been busy so I'm filling
in for him.

I'm Payal, your Welfare
L Officer for this year. My
role is to make sure that the welfare needs of
members (that's you) are represented, respected,
and enhanced. If you have an interest in welfare
or an idea that would help students, I'd love to
hear from you - please get in touch at welfare@
0USa.org.nz.

Isaac is our Administrative Vice-President so
his role is to manage the rest of the executive.
He's also a Game of Thrones nerd, likes cats,
sings in the shower, and commentates Dota2 (an
online game) in his spare time.

Greer is our Education Officer and she is pas-
sionate about her 7EFTS campaign. In her past

Advocacy

The OUSA Student Support Centre Advocates have
extensive knowledge of student issues, University
procedures, and appropriate courses of action.

We can help you with information to navigate
you through whatever issue you're facing - flat-
ting disputes, academic grievances, harassment
complaints, etc.

The process we follow is student lead; so while
we give you information and tell you about the
formal procedures that are typically followed, we
will help you to weigh up your options so that
you can decide on your course of action.

You can feel confident about sharing your
problems with our advocates because we keep
your information and stories confidential.

If you want to come in to vent, for a quick chat,
or for something more in-depth we will be hap-

py to talk to you. And, if we can't help you directly

we will know who can.
Come in and see us at 5 Ethel Benjamin Place, or
email us: advocacy@ousa.org.nz

life, before the executive and being a med stu-
dent, she was a competitive trampolinist.

Nina is our diligent Finance Officer, she manag-
es OUSA's expenditure and was in the University
of Otago advertising campaign in her first year.

Jonny is our Recreation Officer and last year he
started Green Crew (a conservation group). He's on
the University Council, and has met Emma Watson.

Taotao is our Colleges Officer and she has done
fantastic job engaging with the heads of colleges.
Soon she will be meeting all the students in the
colleges to find out their concerns. She's a fan of
Helen Clark and loves Hip Hop.

Alice is our Campaigns Officer and she's an or-
ganising super star! We're all really lucky to have
her helping us with our campaigns.

Deinda is also on the OUSA Executive as the Te
Roopii Maori President.

We're sad to see lovely Claire, who was our Post-
graduate Officer, go but excited to welcome in our
new Postgrad and International Officers this week.

Chris Jackson is the new Postgraduate Officer,

ousapage

and he hopes to create an environment in which

more postgradraduate students are willing and
comfortable to step out of their research bubble
for a moment and interact with fellow postgrads
and the community at large. Chris's claim to
fame is two separate conversations with police
officers, whilst in the nude.

Toa Sailusi is the new International Officer. Toa
has lived abroad in Hawaii, Japan, Australia, Fiji
and Tavalu amongst many others. He hopes the
opportunity to represent on the OUSA exec will
inspire him to change the world.

Collectively, we are here to represent you. Feel
free to get in touch with any of us, they're all so
approachable and I'm glad to be a part of such a
passionate group of people. You can find our con-
tact details on the OUSA website - ousa.org.nz/
your-executive/

Take care!

Payal Ramritu

OUSA Food Bank

The OUSA Student Support Centre runs a food bank for students
in financial hardship.
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Warm up in

the OUSA Sauna...
Relax in 85°C heat

= even in the

middle of winter!

OUSA Recreation Centre
84 Albany Street, 479 5960

ousa

otago uni students” aesocation

If you do not have enough money to buy food this week you can
come to the Student Support Centre and we will give you a food
bag. The items provided when made into the meals on our meal
plan ensure adequate nutrition to sustain well-being (we know
because we had it analysed)! The meal plan and recipes that get
handed out with the food bags are online at ousa.org.nz/food/ in
case you want to use it as your shopping list! It might be helpful if
cooking and grocery shopping is a new job for you.

Did you know that Studylink offers a Special Needs Grant? You
can receive the Special Needs Grant if an essential expense has
caused you to not have enough money for food. Check it out here:
bit.ly/specialneedsgrant
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