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CRITIC FINISHES ITS 90TH YEAR!

T

hat’s a wrap! 26 issues, several bi-

themselves, it was you. And you nailed it more

zarre dramas, and many all-nighters

than I even knew you would. Thank you to all

later, we’ve done it.

the news interns too and to Joe, Magnus and

Looking back on old issues from the last

Bridie for your work.

90 years, there’s been some damn cool stuff

Mary, when nothing made sense, you

Critic has covered — from the Springboks tour

made it all make sense. Every single week, I

to discussing mixed flatting to interviewing

could count on you to save us from embar-

the Beatles. Maybe in another 90 years, read-

rassing mistakes and contradictory headlines.

ers will be amazed that it took us so long to
discover water on Mars.
Almost exactly a year ago, I was interviewed for the position of editor. I had no idea
then how I was going to do the job, and I still
don’t really know how it happened.
But figuring that out has probably been
the best lesson I’ve ever had to learn.
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We’ve had our share of mistakes and
doubts this year, and I have loved being the
person for anyone at Critic, I hope, to turn to
when they need to.
But now for the lesson — my flatties, my

Large social gatherings are often tedious, solo

family, the whole crew at Critic, Radio One

assignments are less frustrating than group

and OUSA — you’ve taught me that trying

work, and all sports are much more reward-

to do anything alone is just dumb. When the

ing for me when no one is around to wit-

great stuff happens, like a magazine coming

ness my attempts.

together each week, nothing beats celebrating

Over 200 people contributed to Critic this

it with others. When the sky seems to be fall-

year in some capacity. Thank you to all of you.

ing down, nothing makes it easier to deal with

And thank you to our readers for picking up

than laying your cards on the table and asking

every single issue all year.

for help or just a reminder that one slip isn’t
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the end of the world.

the serious hard slogs every single week. Kat,

None of this cool stuff in Critic would have

my office pal and designer of 1264 pages this

been done if any editor had tried to do it alone.

year, I couldn’t have wished for a better person

Don’t try to live life alone — it’s so much

to spend at least 70 hours a week with all year.

SECTION EDITORS
BASTI MENKES, SOPHIE EDMONDS,
MANDY TE, BRANDON JOHNSTONE,
BRIDGET VOSBURGH, HENRY NAPIER,
DANIEL LORMANS

Brandon, Bridget, Jessica, Maya, Anthony for

I have always loved doing my own thing.

And then there were those who just did

NEWS TEAM
MAGNUS WHYTE, OLIVER GASKELL,
ANGUS SHAW, EMILY DUNCAN, INDIA
LEISHMAN, GEORGE ELLIOT, JESSICA
THOMPSON CARR, AMBER ALLOTT,
ZAHRA SHATAHMASEBI

Critic is a member of the Aotearoa Student Press
Association (ASPA).

more rewarding when you share it.

Disclaimer: the views presented within this publication do
not necessarily represent the views of the Editor, PMDL,
or OUSA.

and neither will every moment I walked in to

Josie out!

find you lying on the floor.
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needed a push to have a bit more faith in

JOSIE COCHRANE,
CRITIC EDITOR

NEWS

news@critic.co.nz

HARRIS
IN THE
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Real Change wins eight out of its nine positions

O

ver the 10-day voting period, which

the OUSA election policy, complaints cannot

with a one percent difference between first,

ended last week, 4311 Otago students

be disclosed publicly until resolved, but we’ll

second and third place.

cast their votes for the 2016 OUSA

update you online when we get the details.

Executive. Although only 21 percent of the

During the late hours of the announcement

student population voted in the election, voter

The turnout to the announcement of the re-

night, Critic was paid a visit by several intox-

turnout was up by over 1000 from 2014, after a

sults was impressive, only later to be crushed

icated candidates still wearing their awful tee-

clear increase in on-campus campaigning.

by the knowledge that a large group of inter-

shirts and clearly exhausted after a ridiculous

national students was wanting to hold their

10-day voting period. Although the drunken

event in the same room.

chat is barely worth mentioning, let us say,

The election saw an array of cringe-worthy
videos, intrusive door-knocking, more of-

dear winners, that when you are speaking to

fers of student bars, and a shitload of lollies.

The Real Change ticket, which had nine can-

Complaints about fellow candidates seemed

didates, won eight of their positions. Ciaran

to be another tactic, but as we went to print,

Cullen, running for Finance Officer, lost by one

We look forward to more kicking in the

the complaints were yet to be resolved. Under

percent. Finance was the tightest position,

butt in 2016!
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losing candidates, modesty doesn’t hurt.

NEWS

Presidential Candidates

L

aura Harris, OUSA’s 2014 Education

Welfare Officer Payal Ramritu gained 447

Officer and leader of the nine-person

votes, 10 percent of the votes cast.

Real Change ticket, was announced as

the 2016 President.

Of the 4311 votes cast, five percent voted no
confidence in these candidates.

Harris ran on a promise to improve the quality of flats, increase the quality of services

Harris said she felt “pride” after the announce-

provided to students, campaign to remove the

ment was made — “my team worked excep-

7EFTS cap for medical students, and fight to

tionally hard to get where we are”. Harris said

restore student allowances for postgraduate

her team “really look forward to being able to

students.

represent [students] to the best of our abilities

LAURA HARRIS

next year”.
Harris received over 1500 votes, taking out 35
percent of the votes cast. Not far behind Harris

Harris said the most difficult aspect of cam-

was current OUSA President Paul Hunt, who

paigning was the extended voting period put

ran on the three-person An OUSA That Works

in place for 2015.

for You ticket. With 1173 votes, Hunt received
27 percent of all votes cast. Although disap-

“The length has probably done a lot of dam-

pointed with the loss, Hunt said he wasn’t

age to student politics,” Harris said. “It hasn’t

shocked by the results, and actually expected

helped anyone; it’s been stressful for the peo-

Harris to win by a greater margin.

ple campaigning and also the students to have
to listen to us again and again.”

PAUL HUNT

Nina Harrap, an independent candidate and
current OUSA Finance Officer, came third with

Hunt wished the winners luck for next year

22 percent of votes (945 votes). Another in-

and said “a big congrats” to the Real Change

dependent candidate and the current OUSA

team for “a superb campaign”.

35+27+22115
RESULTS

NINA HARRAP

LAURA

35.3% | 1520 VOTES

PAUL

27.2% | 1173 VOTES

NINA

21.9% | 945 VOTES

PAYAL

10.4% | 447 VOTES

NO CONFIDENCE

5.2% | 226 VOTES

PAYAL RAMRITU
critic.co.nz ISSUE 26
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votes. Freya Sawbridge received 38.65 percent.

And the Rest

Matt Ross failed to win the position of
Recreation Officer for the second year, gaining
only 31.71 percent of the votes. William Guy

A

won the greatest majority of all candidates,
fter failing to garner enough votes

receiving 54.36 percent of votes cast.

for Campaigns Officer in the 2013

The following candidates won their posi-

election, “Real Change” campaign

tion uncontested: Mariana Te Pou for Postgrad-

manager Jarred Griffiths won Administrative

uate Officer, Rachel Goh for International, and

Vice-President with a 45 percent majority.

Bayden Harris for Colleges.

Close behind was Bronwyn Bailey, who

All of the Te Roopu Māori candidates were

ran on the An OUSA That Works for You ticket

uncontested this year, with Rob Pomare be-

with Hunt. Bailey was 284 votes behind Grif-

coming President, Francis Bradley becoming

fiths. Independent candidate Lync Aronson

Cultural and Education Officer, and Grace Wil-

gained 329 votes.

liams as Secretary.

The Finance Officer results were the
closest, with Jesse Hall beating Real Change
candidate Ciaran Cullen by one percent. Hall
received 31.93 percent of the vote, Cullen received 30.76 percent, and Toa Sailusi (from An
OUSA That Works for You and current International Officer) received 29.82 percent.
Real Change candidate Alexia Cochrane
took out a 53 percent majority for Education Officer after losing the position to Greer
Mahoney in 2014. Behind Cochrane were independent candidates Matthew Schep, who
received 23 percent of the vote, and Diego Santagati, who received 14 percent.
Bryn Jenkins was the only candidate on
the An OUSA That Works for You ticket who
managed to win his position. Jenkins took
out Welfare Officer with a 48 percent, beating
current Welfare Officer Payal Ramritu, who received 41.40 percent.
Campaigns Portfolio Officer was won by
Sean Gamble, who received 53.07 percent of

8
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45+55
32+68
53+47
48+52
83+17
85+15

ADMIN VP

JARRED GRIFFITHS

45% (1939/4287)

FINANCE OFFICER

JESSE HALL

32% (1361/4262)

EDUCATION OFFICER

ALEXIA COCHRANE

53% (2247/4247)

WELFARE OFFICER

BRYN JENKINS

48% (2029/4237)

53+47
54+46
81+19
89+11
80+20

MARIANA TE POU

INTERNATIONAL
OFFICER

RACHEL GOH

85% (232/274)

53% (2245/4230)

RECREATION
OFFICER

WILLIAM GUY

54% (2290/4213)

COLLEGES OFFICER

BAYDEN HARRIS

81% (2245/4230)

TE ROOPU MĀORI
TUMUAKI
(PRESIDENT)

ROB POMARE

89% (375/420)

TE ROOPU MĀORI
CULTURAL &
EDUCATION
OFFICER

FRANCIS BRADLEY

POSTGRAD OFFICER

83% (378/453)

CAMPAIGNS OFFICER

SEAN GAMBLE

80% (334/419)

92+8

TE ROOPU MĀORI
KAITUHI
(SECRETARY)

GRACE WILLIAMS

92% (383/417)

NEWS

LOOKING BACK ON

90 YEARS
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Otago
Summer School
2016

1964

of

11 January: the first day
of Summer School

Information Line 0800 80 80 98
summerschool.otago.ac.nz
facebook.com/OtagoSummerSchool
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Vic Students Vote to Stay in NZUSA
» HUNT BELIEVES 2016 EXEC, “LEFT-WING BLOG”, WILL REJOIN
BY LAURA MUNRO

V

ictoria University students voted to

An investigation is set to pursue, though

depend on who was prepared to campaign and

stay in the New Zealand Union of

Zwaan said he doesn’t think the complaint is

who wasn’t”.

Student Associations (NZUSA) in a

going to have an impact on the results.

referendum held on 24 September.
Students were asked whether the Victoria

He said “because of the [OUSA] election reZwaan said he isn’t surprised by the result,

sults” he believes the 2016 executive will rejoin

“especially given the campaigning by NZUSA”.

NZUSA. However, in his view, NZUSA is “a bit of

University of Wellington Students’ Assoication

a left-wing blog, rather than something that is

should withdraw or retain its membership of

According to Zwaan, executive members have

really delving into the issues … it has to learn

NZUSA, with 72 percent voting to stay.

a “variety of views” about whether VUWSA

to speak both sides of the political landscape”.

should retain its membership, but he wanted
The same referendum was held in 2013, with

to leave the decision “up to the members

NZUSA President Rory McCourt said he

63 percent wanting to stay and 37 percent

[of VUWSA]”.

wasn’t “sure what to expect” in the refer-

wanting to leave. However, the referendum

endum, but he is “deeply humbled by their

wasn’t binding and VUWSA withdrew from

Zwaan said NZUSA “still have a lot of room to

NZUSA in September last year.

improve”, and he wants to see a “greater focus

overwhelming confidence”.

on issues relevant to students”. These include

“We worked hard to talk to students about the

The latest referendum was binding, and VU-

student support, funding, allowances, and the

value of a national voice ... They recognised

WSA President Rick Zwaan said he has spoken

need to “figure out new ways of campaigning”.

that NZUSA had done good work.”

OUSA President Paul Hunt, who has been

McCourt said NZUSA will be releasing poten-

openly against NZUSA, said the result was

tial reforms for its member associations in

“pretty predictable”.

the near future. These are likely to include

to NZUSA President Rory McCourt about the
membership being renewed.
NZUSA ran a campaign on campus urging
students to vote to stay, which McCourt said
cost $238.50.
Last Thursday Zwaan said a complaint about

co-presidents, admission of affiliate student
“NZUSA had the ability to have people cam-

organisations such as the New Zealand Medi-

paigning on their behalf,” said Hunt, “there

cal Students’ Association, and “a larger role for

was no one running a counter-argument”.

students themselves”.

the referendum process had been made
against NZUSA’s campaigning on campus. He

Hunt said it is “hard to tell” whether Otago

said this is against the VUWSA constitution.

students would vote similarly — “it would just

10
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Anti-TPPA Protest Draws Small Crowd
» DOG HOLDS A SIGN HE CAN’T READ
BY BRIDIE BOYD

T

he Trans Pacific Partnership Agreement

the trade agreement is signed: “TPPA was a way

(TPPA) was the subject of another stu-

of locking the country into right-wing politics.”

dent protest last week, this time taking

place on the Union Lawn.

One protester said the anti-TPPA rallies had
brought many different people together. He said

The protest was the largest University of

the TPPA has reflected the “interconnectivity

Otago activist event in 2015, attracting around

between our causes. Those who you least expect

100 people.

are showing up on the picket line with you.”

The protest, organised by leader of the

Scout River, a member of the Stop Cuts to

Otago Students Against the TPPA, Tyler West,

Mental Health Campaign, warned of the impacts

followed a number of recent activist events in-

to mental health issues, namely the likely in-

cluding the anti-TPPA march that turned violent

crease in the price of pharmaceuticals.

in the Octagon in August. Despite obvious frus-

The New Zealand government currently

tration in the crowd, last week’s campus protest

uses the drug-buying company Pharmac to

remained calm.

subsidise medicine. According to River, Phar-

West, referring to the number of protests

mac’s ability to subsidise pharmaceuticals

against the TPPA over the last few months,

would be destroyed, driving the price of pre-

stressed that Otago students are “not alone

scriptions up from $5 to $200.

in this”.

Three police officers were present at the

The crowd came equipped with various

protest, including Campus Cop Senior Constable

signs bearing slogans such as “Mini bar [Trade

John Woodhouse. Two of the officers left as the

Minister Tim] Groser, you’ve got mail. Aotearoa

crowd remained mellow.

is not for sale”. Groser is leading New Zealand’s
negotiation of the TPPA.
Otago Polytechnic Students’ Association
advocate and events manager, Mark Baxter, said
the TPPA was “not simply a trade agreement”.

Woodhouse said he supported the right to
protest the TPPA: “I celebrate and encourage the
democratic right to a peaceful protest.”
“I would be remiss if I was not there in my
capacity of campus cop,” he said.

Baxter said the TPPA will disadvantage

After the rally, the crowd marched from the

many New Zealanders, increasing the prices of a

Union Lawn to the Clocktower chanting “TPPA no

wide variety of goods, such as medicine. Baxter

way” while waving flags and signs.

went on to warn of the ideological ramifications if

critic.co.nz ISSUE 26
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RAs Worse Off after Pay Changes
» RESIDENTIAL ASSISTANTS LOSING $1200 EACH YEAR
BY JOE HIGHAM

R

esidential assistants (RAs) say they

One RA, who will remain anonymous because

about the change, “but it wasn’t finalised yet

have been left worse off after the Uni-

they are still in their role and their contract

so they couldn’t reveal all the details, which

versity of Otago changed its payment

stipulates they shouldn’t talk to media, says

was very fortunate for them”.

system at the beginning of 2015.

the change has left RAs “a lot worse off financially than we used to be”.

Although the change has increased RAs’ initial

The Unicol Information Sheet for 2016 RA applications says that RAs will “be paid a fort-

pay, the accommodation supplement has been

When asked why the change was made, the

nightly salary and charged for full accommo-

scrapped, meaning they have less in their pock-

university said it is based on “how accommo-

dation fees”. The sheet says “the difference of

ets at the end of the week.

dation is valued for tax purposes”. They said

the contribution by you is dependent on your

advice they received is that “the provision of

tax rate”.

In the past, RAs were paid around $375 a fort-

accommodation to employees is taxable re-

night and received a 35 percent discount on their

gardless of how it is structured”.

accommodation. The discount generally saved
them just over $120 per week.

The university said feedback on the changes
has been “sought and received from a range of

The university claims there were “discussions

groups”, which has been “helpful in preparing

with RAs” before the changes were imple-

for 2016”.

Under the new system, most RAs are paid $464 a

mented, and that the contract of employment

week, but they lose around $34 a week as a result

given to RAs at the end of 2014 “included de-

However, the university added, “the require-

of the discount being scrapped. As RAs are con-

tails of the change”.

ments that led to the changes remain and

tracted for 36 weeks in the year, this is an annual
loss of approximately $1220.

therefore the current employment terms and
However, one RA said that when they applied
for the position last year, they were informed

12
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conditions will continue into next year”.
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Drunks Stopped with Barbed Wire
UCSA SAYS FATHERLY CRANE CAN’T BE ELECTED
BY ZAHRA SHAHTAHMASEBI

T

he University of Canterbury has been

university disciplinary action and criminal

forced to use barbed razor wire to de-

charges were likely.

ter students attempting to climb on

construction cranes on campus.
A university spokesperson said students

areas could do themselves “serious harm”.
The university said one tower crane has

President of the University of Canterbury

been on campus for most of 2015, with two

Students’ Association Sarah Platt said alcohol

more being erected for the construction of the

was known to be a factor in the incidents.

Regional Science and Innovation Centre.

gained unauthorised access to construction

Platt said the hype erupted during the

The cranes have their own student-made

sites in three incidents, two of which occurred

exam period, which she said was “unfortunate

Facebook page, which has over 4200 likes.

after the barbed wire was introduced.

timing” as students were already “looking for

According to the page, the crane acts as “a

outside ways to procrastinate”.

fatherly figure” that “watches out over the

The spokesperson said one incident occurred in April and two in June, but the uni-

There have been no known incidents since

versity has “not determined that a student has

June, and Platt said the safety campaigns out-

The cranes were nominated for the UCSA

ever climbed a crane”.

lined that it’s “not the brightest idea to climb

presidential elections, but Platt said they were

on cranes, while intoxicated or at all”.

not considered fit and able enough to actually

If students were caught unlawfully in
a construction zone, the spokesperson said

Platt said students attempting to enter the

campus like a wolf in the night”.

run in the elections.

SDHB Injected With $7 Million
MINISTER SAYS DEFICIT MAY REACH $42 MILLION
BY BRIDIE BOYD

T

he government has announced it will

“between $30 million and $42 million”.

Hoshek said further cash injections may

be giving the cash-strapped Southern

A five percent budget cut for the majority

be requested in the next financial year as

District Health Board $7 million to

of health providers in the southern region

needed, but that they are “only received when

was introduced in September in an attempt to

we have a cash need”.

help pay its outstanding bills.
However, Minister of Health Jonathan
Coleman confirmed in a statement that no

solve the board’s financial issues.
Mike

Hoshek,

acting

executive

“We will require deficit support as we condi-

tinue to operate under a deficit. The cash sup-

more money would be given to the board until

rector of finance for the SDHB, said “the

port will only be given when we have a cash

it has confirmed its deficit for the 2015/2016

cash injection was received as part of the

flow need.”

financial year.

2014/15 deficit support”.

The expected deficit will make up more

Earlier this year, Coleman said the SDHB

Hoshek said the funds will not be used for

than half the deficit of the New Zealand district

was forecasting a final deficit of $27 million

anything specific, but will “be used to support

health boards combined, and the exact figure

for the current financial year. Coleman said

our ongoing working capital requirements

will be confirmed in the next few weeks.

the deficit is forecast to further increase to

when our own cash reserves run down”.

critic.co.nz ISSUE 26
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2015 IN BRIEF
BY LAURA MUNRO AND JOE HIGHAM

US Supreme Court Legalises
Gay Marriage

Nepal Earthquake

The Trans Pacific Partnership

On 25 April, the lives of eight million people

Protests took place across the country as the

On 26 June, the US Supreme Court legalised the

were disrupted when a 7.8 magnitude quake

issues surrounding the TPPA were voiced by

marriage of same-sex couples in all 50 states.

struck Nepal. Over 8500 people were killed,

many angry New Zealanders. Criticisms of the

After the decision was announced, the White

making the quake the deadliest disaster to hit

agreement are its secrecy, the environmental

House was illuminated in rainbow colours.

Nepal on record. Facebook implemented a spe-

impacts, and the cost of medicine following

An open supporter of gay marriage, President

cial donate button, which was clicked by more

the agreement. The largest campus protest in

Obama said: “If we are truly created equal,

than 770,000 donors from 175 different coun-

2015 was held in anger over the issue, though

then surely the love we commit to one another

tries, raising over $15 million for the nation.

Prime Minister John Key continued to claim

must be equal as well.”

protesters are simply misinformed.

Greek Financial Crisis

Syrian Refugee Crisis

The 2015 Flag Debate

In 2015, Greece experienced one of its worst

Refugees fleeing war-torn Syria became one

After a long list of 40 flags was whittled down

financial crises, failing to make its EUR 1.5

of the biggest global issues in 2015, with the

to just four — and then five after public pres-

billion dollar repayment to the IMF. Greek

Islamic State continuing to terrorise the coun-

sure to include Red Peak — the country is set

banks were shut and citizens had a cap on

try. The UN reported that three million people

to decide whether to change the nation’s flag.

cash withdrawals. Greece eventually accepted

had fled the country by August, becoming

The divisive process will come to a head with

an EU bailout package worth $141 billion after

the biggest refugee crisis since WW2. A sin-

the first referendum between 20 November

the longest summit in EU history. The prime

gle-day record was made when 7000 refugees

and 11 December, and the final scheduled for

minister resigned as a result of the crisis, but

arrived in Macedonia in one day. Refugees

March 2016.

was re-elected later in the year.

flooded the borders of European nations, and
countries all over the world expanded their
quotas in response.

Highlanders Super XV Win

Chile Earthquake
On 16 September, 13 people were killed in an

Refugee Quota

8.4 magnitude earthquake that struck Chile

The Highlanders set the 2015 Super XV tournament alight, beating a strong Brumbies side
in the semi-finals and the Hurricanes 21–14

and the 4.5 metre tsunami that followed. Over

New Zealand joined many countries when

in the final. This year was a first-time Super

9000 people were declared homeless, with

it increased its refugee quota in response to

Rugby win for the team, with the closest call

1 million people being evacuated when the

the crisis in Syria. The National government

coming in 1999 when they were beaten by the

tsunami warning was declared. The tsunami

agreed to accept 600 refugees over the next

Crusaders in the Dunedin final.

also destroyed over 200 boats, many being

three years, on top of the current annual quota

dragged out to sea or piled onshore.

of 750. The government said it plans to house
all refugees, and they will also have access to
assistance benefits.
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Missing Mexican Students Spur Protests
» PRESIDENT BLAMED FOR MISSING 43
BY GEORGE ELLIOTT

T

housands of people marched through

who were almost halfway through a 43-hour fast

Vidulfo Rosales, a lawyer for the parents, said

Mexico City on 26 September to mark

in the capital in honour of their sons.

the president had not yet “committed to fulfilling

the one-year anniversary of 43 students

disappearing in the southern state of Guerrero.

“We are on the same side and we are working on the same goal … to know what happened

any” of the parents’ demands.
Earlier in September, Mexico’s National

The anniversary sparked widespread out-

to your sons and punish each and every one of

Human

rage at government corruption and fuelled op-

those who are responsible. We are searching for

problems and inconsistencies with the govern-

position to an already unpopular president.

the truth together,” Nieto told the parents at the

ment’s investigation in a damning report. The

closed-door meeting, according presidential

problems included witnesses who were never

spokesperson Eduardo Sanchez.

questioned, key evidence left unexamined, and

Relatives of the missing students led the
“march of national indignation” through the

Rights

Commission

detailed

32

Mexican capital, with many protesters holding

The spokesperson said in a statement that

aloft images of their missing sons. Protesters

Nieto had ordered the creation of a special prose-

Mexican criminal justice expert Layda

held banners which read “We are missing 43” and

cutor’s office to investigate the thousands of dis-

Negrete told The World Post that by presenting

“It was the state”, according to local newspapers.

the failure to build basic victim profiles.

appearances throughout the Central American

such flawed evidence as truth, the authorities

camp-

country, though he did not explain how the new

are reinforcing the lack of transparency and

ing in Zocalo square at the centre of Mexico

office would differ from other special prosecutor

right to a fair trial in Mexico’s deeply troubled

City’s historic sector.

units created in 2013.

justice system.

Family

members

have

been

Organisers said the demonstrations were

The president claims that the investigation

In New York, Nieto was greeted with chants

also a reaction to government inaction over the

into the 43 missing students remains open, but

of “Murderer!” by protesters holding a vigil for the

thousands of people missing since the drug wars

students as he made his way to a meeting at the

ignited in 2006, the Associated Press reported.

United Nations on 27 September.

The 43 students from the Ayotzinapa Rural

Nieto faces a record low approval rating

Teachers College disappeared on 26 September

of 35 percent, which commentators link to his

2014 while on a field trip. The disappearance

failure to effectively manage the drug violence

came after a clash with police in Iguala.

and corruption that have devastated Mexico

According to Mexico’s former attorney general, local police illegally detained the students

in recent years.
“The images of the missing youths and their
distraught families shook Mexican society, pro-

gang Guerreros Unidos, who allegedly

voking hundreds of thousands to take to the

killed them and incinerated their remains.

streets demanding justice,” wrote Ioan Grillo in

The families of the missing students
have refused to accept their sons’ deaths
until their remains are found.
Mexican President Enrique Peña Nieto met with the missing men’s parents,
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the New York Times earlier in September.
“It became a watershed case, emblematic of the killings and disappearances that
have ravaged this nation.”

IMAGE: CC BY-NC-ND 2.0 (flickr) Sofia

and then turned them over to the local drug

NEWS

Hajj Crush Kills Hundreds
» 769 MUSLIMS KILLED IN HOLY CITY
BY JESSICA THOMPSON

O

n Thursday 24 September 769 people

eventually trample one another to death.

were crushed to death in the Muslim

“Everybody was trying to survive,” injured

Holy City in Mecca. Each year, the Hajj

pilgrim Abbas Tijani of Nigeria said from his

brings millions of people to Islam’s holiest sites.
The incident occurred during the final days of
the Hajj when two large groups of pilgrims converged on a narrow road. 863 people are believed
to be injured.

Saudi Arabia’s health minister blamed the
disaster on pilgrims themselves for not “following instructions”.

hospital bed. “People were stepped on by people.

The Saudi government has spent billions of

Many people were on the ground and attempting

dollars upgrading and expanding Hajj infrastruc-

to pick them up would lead to another disaster.”

ture and crowd control technology.

The largest number of casualties iden-

The death toll from the stampede means

tified so far came from Iran. Iran has accused

this is one of the worst disasters to strike the

The stampede was caused when hundreds

Saudi Arabia of mismanaging the annual pil-

annual Hajj pilgrimage in 25 years. In previ-

of thousands of people merged on a five-storey

grimage and has vowed to take legal action

ous years, visitors have died in a number of

structure called the Jamarat Bridge to perform a

against the nation.

fires and stampedes.

ritual stoning of the devil.

Iranian Supreme Leader Ayatollah Ali

The Hajj is the world’s largest annual gather-

Escape routes and entrances to nearby

Khamenei claimed that Muslim countries should

ing of people. It is a mandatory religious duty for

camps were blocked by guards and police, who

demand Saudi Arabia be held to account for

Muslims that must be carried out at least once in

closed the roads. The lack of exits caused people

the deaths.

their lifetime by all male adult Muslims who are

to begin climbing over tents pilgrims had been
sleeping in.

Iranian state media has suggested the death
toll was far higher and Iranian state television

Survivors told media that minimal room and
intense crowding caused people to suffocate and

capable. The pilgrimage is one of the five pillars
of Islam.

has said 169 Iranian pilgrims died, as well as
more than 300 missing and 100 injured.

Flowing Water Discovered on Mars
» “A LOT MORE HUMIDITY THAN WE EVER IMAGINED”

N

BY OLIVER GASKELL
ASA has announced that new find-

Images show many downhill flows, known

“These discoveries are very important, but

ings from their Reconnaissance Or-

as recurring slope lineae (RSL) on the walls of

only part of the hydrological cycle on Mars that

biter provide strong evidence that

cliffs, valleys and craters, which in the most ac-

we are now beginning to understand … Mars is

tive spots form intricate fan-like patterns.

not the dry planet that we thought of in the past.”

water flows intermittently on Mars.
The findings come just after long dark

Scientists are unsure of the water’s origins,

Life on Mars is now a possibility, with Mi-

streaks on cliffs and crater walls were spotted

believing it may rise up from underground ice or

chael Myers of NASA’s Mars Exploration Pro-

on the red planet.

salty aquifers, or that it may be caused by con-

gram saying “it seems the more we study

densation from the planet’s atmosphere.

Mars, the more we learn how life could be

According to a NASA media release, the
findings show hydrated salts on the slopes

Jim Green, director of planetary science at

of Mars that may explain the dark features.

NASA, said in a press conference last Monday

supported and where there are resources to

Scientists said that it’s likely a shallow sub-

that their rover is “finding a lot more humidity in

John Grunsfeld, astronaut and associate

surface flow, “with enough water wicking to

the air than we ever imagined. As we inject the

administrator of NASA’s Science Mission Di-

the surface to explain the darkening”.

soils [on Mars] … they’re hydrated full of water.”

rectorate in Washington said that the discov-

support life in the future.”

ery is a “significant development”.
“Our quest has been to ‘follow the water’
in our search for life in the universe,” Grunsfeld
that validates what we’ve long suspected”.
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said, and “now we have convincing evidence
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Year in Review

I

ACT: 8/10

Therefore, it seems appropriate to look

E

back on what has happened in politics

man party has risen to new heights in 2015,

» BY HENRY NAPIER
t’s come to the end of Critic’s 2015 year.

verybody thought David Seymour was
a joke when he was elected last year.
Based mainly on his election video

where he said “hi” 17 times. However, the one-

over the last nine or so months.

becoming the Patrick Gower-appointed “most
improved player”. Seymour became leader soon
after his win in Epsom and since has regularly

Party Performances

put himself on the board with clever, populist
legislation and issues. Supporting causes like
bars opening late for the RWC and Red Peak has

The National Party: 7/10

N

ational started the year in strides

The fixed-term appointment of Annette

got Seymour’s name out in the public sphere. The

King as deputy leader was a masterful decision

only notable failure was when he said “French

by Little. The party that was becoming infamous

love the coq”, and even that isn’t really a failure.

for its caucus disunity quickly started to look like

The next move is for him to stop talking about

a unified force to be reckoned with.

neo-liberalism and join the National Party.

following a ground-breaking vic-

However, polls have been less than fa-

tory in 2014, securing them a third

vourable for the party throughout the year. This

term in government. Clever budgeting from

wasn’t helped by the controversial Asian-buyers

John Key and Bill English supressed the op-

declaration, based purely on last names from

position’s fiscal credibility and restored some

a stolen real estate list. Also, a brief scene of

wavering faith in #teamkey. National was

disunity came from deputy Education spokes-

also able to obtain a seat for New Zealand on

person Kelvin Davis when he actively defied

the United Nations Security Council, reflecting

Labour’s set-in-stone policy of opposing charter

John Key’s image as a world leader.

schools. The lack of policy, while not surprising,

W

slightly hinders Labour’s image as a plausible

the slightly more cynical and senile members of

alternative government.

society, which is working for them. And the last

However, the year wasn’t without a few
stumbles. National lost the crucial Northland

NZ First: 5/10
inston Peters won the Northland
by-election, which is his greatest
achievement in his 30-odd years

as an MP. The party continues to be supported by

by-election, stalling long-term plans to strip

Overall, Labour went from rock-bottom

few polls have shown that once again Winston

the Resource Management Act. The prime

to something that resembles a worthy oppo-

may be the “King-maker” in 2017. The rolling of

minister was caught pulling a waitress’s po-

sition. Andrew Little’s performance has to be

Tracey Martin wasn’t the best look for the party,

nytail in his spare time. The TPPA has made

commended. Only time will tell if the party can

but it’s ultimately turned out well.

waves in the media over the past six months,

capitalise on the strides made.

with the government attempting to quiet the
public opposition to no avail. And not to mention the soon-to-be, in my opinion, unsuccessful flag change.
Overall, National has had a few stumbles,
but whether their wins were enough to keep
them up or just John Key’s personality, in the
end they have stayed well afloat as the most
popular political party in the country.

The election of James Shaw breathed

P

new life into a party that was already

right-wing political agenda, if not an exciting one.

The Green Party: 8.5/10

T

United Future: 3/10

he Green Party has had a successful year.

eter Dunne has continued his recipe for
understated, stable politics, working
with National in most of the important

areas. He’s certainly a necessary aspect of the

operating solidly. The party has announced a
range of clever policies and is starting to form a
vision for 2017. The Shaw-Turei team has been

The Labour Party: 6/10

T

effective. Now the only thing left to do is to push
for stronger relations with Labour in hopes of

Māori Party: 2/10

he Labour Party started the year with

forming a coalition-in-waiting. However, losing

a new leader and a precarious future.

Russel Norman to Greenpeace was not only a loss

Andrew Little was unexperienced and

for the party but also reflected badly on the intent

was left to piece together a party left in tatters

James Shaw had of reforming the party’s activist

T

by a dismal election defeat in 2014. And while

image. Also worth noting is the pitiful attempt to

have failed to take firm stands on iwi-Crown dis-

the year has had ups and downs, the reign of

oppose the RWC legislation that allowed bars to

cussions in most areas, choosing instead to act as

Little was far from a failure.

stay open later.

facilitators. Their polling reflects this lack of drive.
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he Māori Party have “lost their mana”,
according to political commentator Bryce
Edwards. I agree. They haven’t been

successful advocates for Māori water rights and

POLITICS

Interview: James Shaw
» BY POLITICS EDITOR HENRY NAPIER

What’s your thoughts on the Labour leadership? Do you think Andrew Little is doing a
good job?
Yeah, I do. I mean, it’s a long hard road. An-

B

drew [Little] is the kinda guy who I think is
ack in May, James Shaw was travel-

has shown consistently is that when public

fairly steady, methodical, you know, he’s not

ling around the country on the Green

pressure gets to a point, he changes his mind.

that flashy but, frankly, I don’t think they

Party regional tour for the co-leaders

So our job through the climate change cam-

need flashy. I think they had flashy and that

election. Critic was able to talk to him about

paign, and people who aren’t associated with

didn’t work out too well. But he’s got a strong

his bid to co-lead the party.

us [Greens] but are concerned about climate

organisational sense, he knows his own mind,

Shaw went on to win the co-leadership.

change, what we need to do is build that level

he’s self-confident, he’s capable of making

Last week, we got to sit down with him again

of public pressure on the prime minister to say

decisions in a pretty short time scale if he

and hear what he’s been doing, what’s next

this is an issue that we care about so much

needs to.

from the Greens and what his thoughts are on

that we actually want you to respond to.
Right now Labour are consider-

New Zealand politics.
How do you plan to balance imposing policies

ing whether or not to replace

The Green Party has recently announced its

like carbon taxes with economic develop-

Annette King with Jacinda Ard-

new overarching areas of focus to be climate

ment? When one will always ultimately hin-

ern as deputy leader. What are

change and child poverty. How did you decide

der the other.

your thoughts?

on these issues?
They’re the same thing. If you want to have

Annette [King] is one of the stron-

What we did after the election was, we said,

a low-carbon economy, what you need is

gest performers in parliament.

ok, we’re really going to focus all the efforts of

a sustainable economic development plan;

She is outstanding. She would have

our entire team and our entire party around

if you want to have a thriving economy 30

made a great leader herself if she

those two major things, climate change and

years from now, in a carbon-restrained and

had decided to go for it. But, you

child poverty, because we think that those are

resources-restrained world, you need to factor

know, she didn’t want to,

the greatest challenges today. And they’re not

in climate change. So these aren’t balancing

she didn’t put her hat

necessarily popular causes, but … when the

factors, they’re not opposed.

in the ring, and they
put her alongside I

Greens campaign on something consistently
and we put all of our efforts into it, we actually

You recently replaced your chief of staff, Ken

think because she’s

do lift it up to a voting-level issue.

Spagnolo. Can you explain the rationale be-

got this amazing

hind that?

pa rl i a m en ta ry
experience and so

You reached out to National with the offer to
work together on climate change. Is cross-

Ken’s had a huge experience and made a great

Andrew coming in

party consensus the answer?

contribution. He led our team through the two

as a new leader,

most successful parliamentary elections. At

it’s good to pair

The big thing about climate change is that you

the same time, Andrew Campbell is a phe-

him

need a long-term plan for it and, given that

nomenal political operator and, you know,

someone who’s

we’re relying pretty heavily on the business

new leadership team, new management team.

been

up

around

for a while.

sector to do the heavy lifting because that’s
where the emissions are mostly located, what

What’s the current status of the Labour-Greens

that means is that they need some predict-

coalition? Is there a formal status?

ability so that they can build that into their
plan because [businesses] tend to plan in 10–

No, there isn’t. Labour have also had a new

15 year horizons. For New Zealand to be doing

leadership change and they’ve also had a lot

anything like its proportionate share of emis-

of organisational and staff structure changes

sions reductions, we need to reduce emissions

going on, so my sense is that now Labour are

by about 40 percent by the year 2030.

doing the really hard internal work that they
probably ought to have been doing over the

How would you rate the likelihood of National

last eight years — they’ve finally turned that

working with you out of 10?

corner. The mood around there feels very,
very different. We’ve actually got a pretty

Low, but not hopeless. I’d give it about a two

good working relationship with Andrew [Lit-

and a half. I think politics is the art of the

tle], and Annette [King] and Grant Robertson

possible, and I think what this prime minister

and Jacinda [Ardern].

with
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News in Briefs
BY MAGNUS WHYTE

3
2

1

5

6

4

World
Watch
1 DUSSELDORF, GERMANY
Police say a woman who disappeared in 1984, sparking a murder hunt,
has been found alive and well in Dusseldorf. Petra Pazsitka, then 24,
was declared dead five years after she went missing from her student
accommodation. When police investigating a robbery came across a
55-year-old woman, who had no ID, she told the officers that she had
been living under a false identity and gave them her real name.

2 A N G L E S E Y , WA L E S
A 1.1kg chunk of whale vomit, known as ambergris and used mainly in
perfume, has sold for £11,000 at auction. The ambergris was found by a
dog walker on an Anglesey beach and was brought to auctioneer Adam
Partridge, who was “elated” at the sale. Apparently many things are
often mistaken for ambergris, including fat, rubber and palm oil.

3 FINLAND
Finland’s national ice hockey team has asked people to stop wearing
its shirt during anti-immigrant demonstrations. The blue and white kit
of the national side — known as the Lions — has been visible during
several recent protests against asylum seekers arriving in Finland. The
team’s request was welcomed by many Finns on social media, with
people saying the team’s kit “shouldn’t be hijacked” by the protestors.

4 M E X I CO
A nun has captured television viewers in Mexico, where she is in the final
six in the country’s version of MasterChef. Sister Florinda Ruiz is taking
part in the hope of paying off a bank debt owed by her congregation. The
top prize of one million pesos is only a fraction of the seven million pesos
that the Sisters of the Passion of Christ and Our Lady of Sorrows owes.
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5 U N I T E D S TAT E S
The company collecting royalties for “Happy Birthday to You” does not
hold a valid copyright to the song, a US federal judge has ruled. Warner/
Chappell acquired the copyright in 1988. But Judge George King ruled
that the original copyright was only granted for specific arrangements
of the music, not the song itself. The company is thought to have made
US$2 million a year by charging every time the song is used.

6 B U LG A R I A
A diving group have set up an underwater art exhibition on the Black
Sea coast. The Poseidon group has submerged two waterproof copies
of Leonardo da Vinci’s most famous works, “The Last Supper” and the
“Mona Lisa”. While the masterpieces are the first to be displayed, the
group is planning another exhibition later this year.

7 SW I N D O N , E N G L A N D
Police who set off sirens to settle a debate over whether they go
“nee-nah or woo-woo” have apologised to residents. The sirens
were sounded during a visit by police community support officers
to a primary school. Becky Muckleston, from the school, said staff
consensus was “it’s a woo-woo” but pupils thought it was a “nee-nah”.

8 S COT L A N D
Scotland has more than 400 words for snow — more than even the
Inuit, according to researchers. Academics have been collecting the
words used by Scots in place of “snow” and have officially recorded
421 terms, including “flindrikin” and “snaw-pouter”. The University of
Glasgow study will see the words included in a new Scots thesaurus.

Grapevine
“Everyone loves cute puppies, and everyone loves Pope Francis.
In America, we like combining the things we love. Giles [his dog]
wanted to show his support for a more progressive pontiff. Also, I
suspect the Holy Father himself would find it funny.”
John Scorr
Pope Francis’s visit to the United States has been
marked in an unexpected way by some Americans.
Across the country, dog owners have been dressing
their pets in canine papal outfits with the hashtag
#popedog on Instagram. Asked if the pope was aware
of the trend, a Vatican spokesperson said: “I don’t
know if he’s conscious of that. I imagine he has more
important things to think about.”

“Conversations about how we bring about transition are important
and that’s what we need to see progress on. I’m not going to speculate.
But he [Assad] can’t be a part of Syria’s long-term future. That’s very
clear … I think people who break international law should be subject to
international law. That certainly hasn’t changed.”
British prime minister — David Cameron
Britain’s prime minister has indicated that Syria’s president,
Bashar al-Assad, should face international criminal
prosecution, despite having dropped his opposition to
the dictator staying in power temporarily as part of a
transitional government. Cameron will have face-to-face
talks with the Iranian president, Hassan Rouhani, to discuss
the strategy for peace in Syria; Iran is a key ally of Assad.

“We won. Today was a double victory — the yes side won, as did
democracy. We ask that the world recognise the victory of Catalonia
and the victory of the yes. We have won and that gives us an
enormous strength to push this project forward.”
Catalan leader — Artur Mas I Gavarró
Separatists took control of Catalonia’s regional
government in an election result that could plunge Spain
into one of its deepest political crises of recent years,
by forcing Madrid to confront an openly secessionist
government at the helm of one of its wealthiest
regions. A record number of Catalans cast their vote in
the election.

“Today’s [deal] represents a significant step forward in US-China
leadership and cooperation on climate change. It is imperative that
leaders of all nations come together to take on this challenge in a
spirit of common purpose to protect the home that we all share.”
US secretary of state — John Kerry
The world’s biggest polluter has taken its most significant
step to date toward fighting climate change. Speaking
from the White House lawn during his first state visit to
Washington, Chinese President Xi Jinping committed his
country to a national cap-and-trade programme for the
first time, and he pledged $3.1 billion to help developing
countries adapt to a warming planet.

Las Vegas casinos

____________________________________

have no clocks in them.

70%
____________________________________
Cats sleep for 70% of their lives.

Kentucky law

____________________________________

states that a person must take a bath
once a year.

more than 10 million

____________________________________

bricks in the Empire State Building.

Ants
____________________________________
stretch when they wake up in
the morning.

14 times

____________________________________

The number of times dogs are
mentioned in the Bible. Cats are not
mentioned once.

The
catfish
____________________________________
has over 27,000 tastebuds, more than
any other animal.

Some
lions
____________________________________
mate more than 50 times a day.
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Olympic and WC Stadium Problems Hit Tokyo
» WHILE ONE WORLD CUP IS GOING TO PLAN, ANOTHER’S ARE BEING REWRITTEN …
BY SPORTS EDITOR DANIEL LORMANS

T

he 2015 Rugby World Cup is well un-

International Olympic Committee has been

is not hard to see why they would want it back.

derway in England and is running

working towards over recent events.

Japan won the softball gold medal in 2008.

on the field) with record-breaking attendance

The projected costs for the redevelopment of

Surfing

that is making the most of England’s tried and

the new National Stadium — which hosted the

An increasingly popular sport in Japan among

trusted network of world-class sporting ven-

1964 Olympics — are quite shocking, consid-

young people and would fit in with the at-

ues and transport infrastructure.

ering that the brand new and imaginatively

tempts at modernising the Olympics with

named Olympic Stadium in London was built

more spectator-friendly events. New Zealand

While World Rugby bosses are happy with how

for “only” $680 million (it is being used as a

has excelled in and on the water at the Olym-

this year’s tournament is going, some nervous

venue for the Rugby World Cup and will be

pics, so the inclusion of surfing could give us

glances are already being cast towards Japan,

tenanted from next year by local Premier

another realistic medal to target.

hosts of the 2019 Rugby World Cup, as the am-

League Club, West Ham) while the dramatic

bitious redevelopment plans for their National

Bird’s Nest stadium in Beijing was completed

Skateboarding

Stadium in Tokyo have been scrapped due to

for around $500 million.

Would go well with BMX racing, introduced at

smoothly (just maybe not for England

Beijing ’08, and possibly connect better with a

out-of-control costs projected to double to
The IOC is committed to a sustainable finan-

younger audience. Could be included in a race

cial future for the games as well as to a mod-

format as well as an individual performance

The new stadium was meant to be completed

ernisation of the sports that will be played

scored by judges.

in time for the 2019 World Cup, acting as the

at future events.

well over $2 billion.

centrepiece for the final as well as the open-

Karate

ing and closing ceremonies. This late change

Japan has selected five new sports it would

There is probably no need to explain why the

leaves a big hole in Japan’s hosting plans.

like to see included for 2020, sports that reflect

Japanese would want to include the most un-

the values and sporting preferences of Japan

mistakably Japanese of sports. However, with

A “Plan B” will likely see Yokohama Stadium,

as a whole. The IOC is reviewing the applica-

judo and taekwondo already on the Olympic

a 72,000-seat venue built to host the 2002

tion for these new sports and will make a final

programme, one of these may have to miss

Football World Cup, staging the final, while

decision next year.

out to accommodate karate.

The new sports could add up to 18 medals and

Sport Climbing

500 athletes to the games, and the candidates

Both indoor and outdoor rock climbing are

for inclusion in 2020 are:

gaining huge followings among young people,

the 50,000-seat Tokyo Stadium will host the
opening ceremony and opening match.
Planners are still finalising their revised design, which is set to be finished just in time
for the 2020 Olympics. The new stadium will

Baseball/softball

need to fit in better with the vision for the

Was on the programme from 1992–2008 and

“sustainable future” of the Olympics that the

is one of the most popular sports in Japan, so it
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but this remains the least organised “sport”
of the five contenders, which will make it the
least likely to be included.

SPORT

Otago Looking for Strong Finish to ITM Cup
» UNIVERSITY A PLAYERS PROVING CRUCIAL TO LATE-SEASON SURGE
BY DANIEL LORMANS

M

ost of the rugby-watching world

contention for the semi-finals with a run of

the lack of Highlanders taking the field for ei-

is understandably fixated on the

good results. Otago finishes off its season with

ther side; only six Highlanders played for the

World Cup, but the real engine of

two away games against North Harbour and

two teams that have traditionally made up

New Zealand rugby, the ITM Cup, is still grind-

Northland before coming home to Forsyth Barr

the pool of players that the Highlanders are

ing away in front of mostly empty stadiums.

for its final game against Bay of Plenty, who

selected from. This shows how far the profes-

The provincial competition now appears to be

are direct rivals for a semi-final spot — if the

sionalisation of rugby has gone in a relatively

a second-tier competition, but has been the

players can maintain their form over the next

short time and how Super Rugby clubs are

backbone of the All Blacks’ sustained domi-

few weeks.

run along business lines, contributing to the

nance for over 100 years.

growing disconnect between these profesA shaky start to this season has been for-

sional franchises and the “grassroots” local

Otago has not enjoyed a lot of success in recent

gotten in the last two rounds with a thrilling

clubs. Positive news in this area has been the

years, apart from its very brief run with the

last-minute 36–37 win in Wellington, which

performances in the Otago shirt from Varsity A

Ranfurly Shield in 2013. The team has mostly

was backed up with a record-breaking 61–7

players Matt Faddes and Fletcher Smith. They

been mired in the second-tier Championship

demolition of Southland under the roof at

have been central to Otago’s late-season re-

division and dealing with all the negative con-

Forsyth Barr.

surgence, which is good news for local players

notations that carries.
This year could turn out to be more positive

looking to progress through the ranks into the
This massive win over Southland was notable

professional game and maybe even a black

not only for the huge score line but also for

jersey at a World Cup.

for Otago as the team has lifted itself into
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Myth
Of The

Man-Eating
shark
Sam Fraser

I

n July, professional surfer Mick
Fanning
encountered
a
large
shark in the final of the J-Bay Open
in South Africa. First, a large fin
appeared behind Fanning, followed
by splashing and a “holy shit” from
one of the commentators. As a wave
lurched before Fanning, every person
watching assumed he had been killed
on live webcast. Luckily, his leg rope
snapped and he escaped on a jet ski.
Four camera angles had just caught
the most documented shark attack
in history.
Fanning was an overnight celebrity.
He became the most googled name
in the world, generating more hits
than Obama. The media blew up with
articles about the impressive pro

surfer who fought off a shark on live
TV. This went on for weeks.
Underneath all the talk about the
incident, a vocal minority expressed
their dismay. For conservationists and
shark enthusiasts alike, the media
had, once again, got it all wrong. The
reporting of the incident was typically
sensationalised,
perpetuating
a
negative stereotype of sharks. Experts
have said that the shark didn’t display
particularly aggressive behaviour. It
appears that while looking at Fanning,
it became tangled in his leg rope,
panicked and attempted to swim away,
snapping his leash in the process.
As media coverage of the event
amplified the world’s fear of sharks,

a more pressing issue sat quietly
unaddressed: shark conservation.
Every time you inhale, on average,
humans kill six sharks. Every time you
exhale, another six are killed. They are
endangered, and their portrayal in the
media does nothing to help the cause.
Sharks are simultaneously the most
feared and misrepresented animal in
the world’s oceans.
Shark attacks didn’t seem to be of
interest to the world until the twentieth
century. In the early 1900s, many
believed shark attacks were a myth.
However, this all changed drastically
in New Jersey, USA, in the summer
of 1916. Five attacks resulting in four
deaths saw the man-eater label placed
upon sharks.
critic.co.nz ISSUE 26
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The attacks corresponded with a moral
shift in journalistic values, which
sought to find and report on “shock
stories”. New Jersey newspapers ran
headlines such as “Whole of Jersey
Coast Infested with Man-Eating
Monsters”. The fear-mongering by
newspapers prompted government
calls to exterminate sharks.
The second event that truly cemented
the stereotype was the release of the
1975 Hollywood blockbuster, Jaws.
This film thrust sharks back into the
public gaze, demonising them in the
process. They lurked to hunt, kill and
eat human prey. Jaws created public
anxiety about entering the ocean, and
the 1975 summer saw a large decline
in American beach attendance.
About four people die each year in
shark attacks. You’re more likely to be
killed by a defunct toaster, a coconut
falling from a tree, a dog attack, a
vending machine … The most bizarre
death you can imagine is probably
more likely than death at the jaws of
a shark. However, sharks are still the
most feared creature on earth.
Sharks are one of the last great apex
predators that poses a threat to people.
Their attacks are primal and savage,
they are unseen and unexpected, and
they play on our fear of the unknown.
When we enter the ocean, we are
biologically unequipped to remain
at the top of the food chain. Combine
this with the thought of being ripped
apart by a large toothy fish — you have
something utterly terrifying. Maybe if
sharks didn’t have that evil-looking
toothy grimace as their default face,
they wouldn’t be so feared.
An old axiom of “bad news sells”
triumphs in the media’s problematic
reporting
of
human-predator
interactions. The idea that we can
still be prey is fascinating. Whether
it’s lions, sharks or hippos, the idea
of being eaten alive is dreadfully
intriguing. The public morbidly loves
to hear that humans can still get killed
in the wild.

The weight given to an issue by the
media often determines how its
audience will respond. When the
media reports on the fear of sharks,
audiences react accordingly. People
love to hear about shark attacks,
and the media happily feeds them
the bad news.
The moral panic evoked by a cluster
of shark attacks in a small period of
time places pressure on governments.
Sharks and shark attacks are poorly
understood. The media goes to
scientists to explain natural hazards.
But for shark attacks, this isn’t
possible. Instead, scientists argue
that sharks are important creatures
to ecological systems and that while
they occasionally bite humans, they
would rather avoid us altogether.
Stories in the media assign criminal
intent to “savage, killing sharks”,
which induces panic and presents
sharks as a problem that needs to be
solved. Such language communicates
the unspoken message that “killers”
shouldn’t be allowed to run loose in
any society and, instead, should be
brought to justice.
Voters regularly punish governments
for acts of God, and governments
often feel pushed to act when hostile
issues emerge. In the face of scientific
uncertainty, the media presents
believable solutions to the public.
Overreactions are often met by
drastic measures and government
policy, which is known as “action
bias”. These policies aim to ease
the public’s fear of low-probability,
high-consequence events.
Last year’s Western Australia shark cull
is an example of action bias, in which
the government was prompted to act
on the public’s fears. Following seven
fatal shark attacks on the Western
Australian coastline between 2010 and
2013, the government implemented
the highly controversial “serious
threat” shark policy and placed 72
baited drum lines around popular
beaches. The scheme sought to catch
and kill great white, bull and tiger

“An o ld axiom
of “bad news
sells” triumphs
in the media’s
problematic
reporting of
human-predator
interactions.
The idea that we
can still be prey
is fascinating.”
sharks, the three species considered
responsible for 86 percent of recorded
human fatalities. All sharks measuring
over three metres that were hooked
but still alive were shot and disposed
of at sea.
Despite backlash by conservationists,
the policy was exempted from national
environmental laws protecting great
white sharks. Many surfers, who had
friends who had been killed, supported
the policy. The cull fostered a discourse
of “better safe than sorry”, especially
due to scientific uncertainty.

Colin Barnett, who led the state
government on the cull, dismissed
opposition
as
“extreme”
and
“ludicrous”. He denied that the
government was culling sharks,
insisting instead that it was using a
“targeted, localized, hazard mitigation
strategy”. Queensland shark control
manager Jeff Krause also spoke out
against public opposition to the cull:
“I understand that people say it’s the
shark’s domain, but I also understand
the senseless waste of human life
and we have the capability to reduce
that risk.”
Christopher Neff from the University of
Sydney has argued that the Western
Australia government used analogies
from Jaws to frame shark attacks
and prejudice policymaking. Neff
writes that “the search for answers
[following clusters of shark bites]
can lead governments down many
paths, including fictional films”. In a
recent paper, he proposes this idea
as “the Jaws effect”. He has identified
three common narratives in public
statements and policy documents.
The first narrative is the idea of a
“rogue shark” — a shark that has
developed a taste for human flesh
and will intentionally prey on and
attack humans. The villain in Jaws
is a giant great white that willfully
hunts and devours humans. Neff notes
that “in this portrayal of the shark as
an intentional enemy, the outcome
is severe and requires intervention”.
During the Western Australia summer
of 2000, sharks tragically killed three
people. Shortly after, a response
plan was established that granted

fisheries officers the authority to
immediately attempt to kill a shark.
The Jaws narrative of a “rogue shark”
was evident in politicians’ statements
leading up to the policy, even though
there was no proof of a rogue shark.
The second Jaws narrative is that
shark attacks are always fatal. Jaws
effectively overwhelms and displaces
scientific evidence. Only 18.9 percent
of shark attacks are fatal. Despite this,
the Western Australia government
regularly portrays shark attacks
as threatening the livelihoods of
coastal communities.
The final, and perhaps most
frightening, narrative described by
Neff is that the shark must be killed to
end its threat. Shark hunts have taken
place in Mexico, Russia and Reunion
Island following clusters of attacks.
This narrative was obvious in Western
Australia’s 2014 serious threat shark
policy. The government asserted that
sharks close to the coast were a threat
and the best way to mitigate this threat
was to hunt and kill them. Anyone
who understands basic ecology
knows that the apex or top predator is
extremely important to the food web.
This particular narrative is profoundly
concerning as Neff points out that “this
entertainment narrative overwhelmed
and displaced alternative scientific
narratives about shark behavior that
discount the theory”.
So are Jaws narratives still used to
guide shark management policy
in Western Australia? Maybe not.
The shark cull finished at the end of
2014, following public outcry, which

thrust shark science and scientific
recommendations back into the
public domain.
The number of shark attacks is
increasing. Since 1999, there has
been a 310 percent increase in attacks
on surfers. However, this increase
is strongly correlated to population
growth and the popularity of surfing
and other ocean sports, not some kind
of increase in sharks’ aggressiveness.
Their behaviour isn’t changing, ours
is. Considering the billions of hours
humans spend in the water, the
average of four shark attack deaths
each year is very low. If sharks wanted
to prey on humans, the number of
recorded attacks each year would
be far higher. Observations by NSW
fisheries have revealed that bull sharks
regularly swim close to hundreds of
swimmers in Sydney Harbour and
ignore them all.
Before Peter Benchley, author of Jaws,
died in 2006, he remarked that “the
shark in an updated Jaws could not be
the villain; it would have to be written
as the victim, for, worldwide, sharks
are much more the oppressed than
the oppressors”. Fishing practices
such as finning threaten the existence
of sharks. As apex predators, sharks
balance oceanic eco-systems. Our
fisheries would be jeopardised without
them. Many Pacific cultures based
deities on sharks — they had upmost
respect for them and understood
their importance. The way we talk
about and manage sharks needs to
change. So let’s look after our old
mate, Brucey

.
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get your puzzle on!
Make as many words as you can from:

CORNFLAKES

Rebus Puzzles (thanks, Internet!)

BEATLES
BIRTHDAY
CASTLE
CRITIC
DUCKLINGS

HAYWARD
HYDE
JOAN
KNOX
LEITH

MAGAZINE
OUSA
SHARK
SPEEDY
SUE HEAP
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D

uring my day at home being the
world’s worst sick person, I not only
managed to make a cake and a

batch of meringues, clean the kitchen, vacuum

Procrastibaking:
Vanilla Cupcakes

BY SOPHIE EDMONDS

the flat and write a blog post, I also whipped
up some classic vanilla cupcakes for SPCA

METHOD

cupcake day.
While there are oodles of recipes out there

1.

Preheat the oven to 170 degrees on

4. To make the buttercream, cream the

bake and line a muffin tray with

butter and vanilla until it pales in colour,

cupcake cases.

then slowly add in half the sieved icing

Beat together your butter and sugar

sugar and beat on slow while it gets

classic. You can’t go wrong with a good vanilla

until the butter has been evenly

roughly mixed in to stop a cloud of sugar

cupcake. When the buttercream ratios are on

broken up and dispersed throughout

forming. Add in the rest of the icing

point, the sweet, creamy and cloud-like expe-

the sugar. Add in the flour and baking

sugar, beat on low again and add in a

rience is unbeatable.

powder and continue to beat until a

splash of milk to help loosen the butter-

fine sandy consistency is achieved.

cream, but not too much or else it will be

The sponge recipe I use is from The Humming-

Whisk together the vanilla, milk and

too sloppy — you can always add more

bird Bakery Cookbook. The great thing about

egg. Gently pour this mixture slowly

later. Crank the beater up to a high speed

it is that the sponge uses almost no butter, so

into the dry mixture and beat on high

and let the buttercream grow in volume

these are reasonably cheap to make. I remem-

until a smooth, thick batter forms.

and smooth out for about 3–4 minutes.

involving complex flavours and toppings that
provide more height than the cake itself, I feel
like homage should be paid to the original

ber in my second year of uni using the mini

2.

3.

At this point, the buttercream should be

Spoon the batter into the cases so that

spreadable but still stiff enough to hold a

PCU containers of butter from the Carrington

they are two-thirds full. Bake for 13–15

dining room to make these. With eight grams

minutes until the tops of the cakes are

of butter per container, emptying the wee

golden and the sponge bounces back

foil packets got a little tedious. While these

when gently pressed. Remove from the

cupcakes are low on the butter front, we shall

oven and leave to cool completely on a

tercream onto each cupcake and spread

ignore the fact that they contain an atrocious

wire rack.

it evenly over the top. Finish off each

peak. Add a little milk if not spreadable
enough. Colour as desired.

5.

Spoon a couple of tablespoons of but-

cupcake with a sprinkle of sprinkles!

amount of sugar …
Oddly enough, this only makes nine cupcakes.
They say 12 in the book, but I have never made

INGREDIENTS

more than 10. That’s fine though — nine is the
perfect number to fit into my Tupperware.

ADAPTED FROM THE HUMMINGBIRD BAKERY COOKBOOK

MAKES 9

For the sponge

For the buttercream

40g butter, softened

120g butter, softened

140g caster sugar

1 teaspoon vanilla essence

120g flour

320g icing sugar, sieved

1 ½ teaspoons baking powder

a couple of tablespoons milk

1 teaspoon vanilla essence

food colouring of your choice

½ cup milk

sprinkles

1 egg
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Peanut
Noodle Salad
(the most descriptive and least catchy name of all time)
BY SOPHIE EDMONDS

I

thought I had escaped the joy of 21sts

The noodle boxes were a last-minute addition

but, before I knew it, it was my own

to the line-up, but since they are so easy to

brother’s turn. He decided to have it at

make I didn’t grumble too much. It seriously

the local bowls club and invite 100 of his clos-

takes about 15 minutes to whip up.

INGREDIENTS

SERVES 6 AS A HEARTY, CARB-LADEN SALAD SIDE

1 packet of egg noodles
(6 balls of noodles)
2 tablespoons sesame oil
____
2 tablespoons sesame oil
4 cloves garlic, minced

est friends. Of course it went without saying
I was volunteered to the catering post. Mum

Serve this hot or cold; it will please crowds

was a little ambitious on the menu side of

large and small for sure. This is perfectly

things. Pulled pork sliders, fish sliders, fajita

just in the nick of time for the start of

bowls, bean bowls and noodle boxes were all

barbecue season!

1 tablespoon fresh ginger, minced
3 stalks of spring onion, chopped

¼ cup peanut butter
¼ cup honey
3 tablespoons rice wine vinegar

to be dished up into tiny individual serves.

¼ cup soy sauce
2 tablespoons chilli-garlic sauce
____
1 cup mung bean sprouts

METHOD

2 large carrots, shredded
1 capsicum, diced

1.

Cook the noodles in salted boiling wa-

wine vinegar, soy sauce and chilli-garlic

ter for 3–5 minutes (or as stated on the

sauce, and simmer until it is well mixed

packet) until al dente. Drain and toss with

together and bubbling. Toss the noodles

sesame oil. Put to one side.

through this sauce, along with the mung

½ cup chopped peanuts
¼ cup crispy fried shallots (available

at good Asian supermarkets)

bean sprouts, carrots and capsicum. Gar-

2.

In a sauce pan, heat the sesame oil and

nish with the peanuts, green bits of the

sauté the garlic, ginger and the white

spring onion and the crispy shallots.

bits of the spring onion until softened.
Add in the peanut butter, honey, rice

3.

Enjoy either hot or cold!

For more from Sophie,
check out her delicious recipes
at sophielikescake.com
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JAE HOON LEE. Sate 2015. One channel video. Courtesy of the artist

into the smaller works. One of these works features several screens positioned in a row on the
ground. They are connected by a looped video
of train tracks, signifying movement and travel.
It is intrusive and distorting as the sound of the
train echoes through the dimly lit room but also
contributes to the defamiliarising mood created
by each work.
A common element in Lee’s work is a contrasting

Stranger in Strange Land, Jae Hoon Lee

sense of juxtaposition and inclusion. Mounted
on a wall opposite the train-track videos are

» DUNEDIN PUBLIC ART GALLERY | UNTIL 21 FEBRUARY 2016
BY RUBY HEYWARD

S

two more screens. One plays a recording of an
Indonesian man cooking food over a portable
barbeque next to a busy road, the other plays a

tranger in Strange Land, currently on

to ground. The images dimly light the room,

recording of Arabic programmes on the TV of a

display at the Dunedin Public Art Gallery,

contributing to the exhibition’s mystique. Lee

hotel room.

is an atmospheric, moody installation by

often records landscapes and scenery that (he

Korean artist Jae Hoon Lee. Lee (born in 1973) is

assumes) have otherwise been unseen and un-

These videos juxtapose two geographically and

a self-proclaimed “cultural wanderer”. His work

touched by humans, glorifying the diversity of

culturally different scenes, but they are inclusive

features “observations” of Arab and Thai culture

nature. The viewer is a guest.

too. In both, the camera is stationary throughout

and landscapes ranging from icy mountain tops

the recording, positioning the viewer as an ob-

wrapped in clouds to waterfalls in New Zealand.

When I first viewed these changing landscapes,

server. But in Indonesia the viewer is positioned

Lee has lived all over the world and typically

I assumed they were real, but on further inspec-

behind the cook as motorbikes buzz past, while

documents or presents cultures and landscapes

tion there is something artificial about them;

in the hotel room the viewer is positioned on the

from other countries; for him, it is about obtain-

they distort reality. The images are composed of

foot of a bed. Both the Indonesian street view and

ing experiences. He received a Bachelor of Fine

pictures taken from opposite sides of the world in

hotel room are simultaneously foreign to me but

Arts from the San Francisco Art Institute in 1998,

Switzerland and New Zealand. While travelling,

also recognisable and familiar..

a Masters in Fine Arts in 2001 and a doctorate at

one is a stranger in a strange land — the sur-

the University of Auckland in 2012.

roundings are foreign and distort what the trav-

Lee’s work makes the natural mysterious, mak-

eller understands as natural. Lee’s work reflects

ing the experience of Stranger in Strange Land

this phenomenon.

more special. It is like travelling while staying

Lee’s exhibition is dreamlike: looped videos
of clouds fold over mountains and waterfalls,

in Dunedin. Head down to the Dunedin Public

and wind skims icy waters, creating a sense of

The projections’ large scale contributes a sense

Art Gallery and check out this dreamy work that

calm and certainty. The works span from ceiling

of majesty to the exhibition, which overflows

blurs reality with fiction.

JAE HOON LEE. Unguided Tour 2015. Four channel video installation. Courtesy of the artist
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by the narrative. Catherine never dwells on it
either, although it seems by far the creepiest
part of the whole creepy business. The Perfect
Stranger is a weapon of psychological revenge
against Catherine intended to force her to unravel her carefully created façade. However,
it does not seem plausible that this vengeful
writer knows explicit details about Catherine’s
sex life.
For Disclaimer’s plot to work, Knight relies
entirely on a common contrivance. How much
patience you have with this story will rest on
how willing you are to suspend your disbelief. At least half of Disclaimer is written from

Disclaimer

Catherine’s point of view in close third person.
The reader is privy to her feelings, thoughts

» WRITTEN BY RENEE KNIGHT

and memories — except for the memory of her

REVIEWED BY BRIDGET VOSBURGH

deep, dark secret, which she never actually
thinks about because that would inconve-

D

nience the author and spoil the plot. The way
isclaimer, by Renee Knight, is a

a work of fiction and any resemblance to actual

her thoughts skitter away from what actually

thriller. Catherine Ravenscroft, af-

persons, living or dead, is completely coinci-

happened ranges from implausible to impos-

ter recently moving house with

dental”, but someone has drawn a line through

sible, which makes the book difficult to read

her husband, Robert, finds a book called The

it in red pen. She doesn’t know who wrote the

without being fully aware that the author is

Perfect Stranger among her possessions. She

book or how it ended up in her home, but it’s

pulling strings in service of the shocking re-

has no recollection of buying the book. While

clear the author knows too much about her

veal. Anyone frustrated by such blatant autho-

reading it, she realises that the main character

and that they hate her. With her carefully con-

rial intrusion is advised to give this one a miss.

is a thinly veiled vicious portrait of herself and

structed life collapsing around her, Catherine

But if you can overlook that, Disclaimer

the plot is a retelling of what happened during

must decide whether she can bring herself to

is compulsive reading for that exact same

a vacation she took twenty years ago with her

finally tell her family the truth.

reason. There is a secret and Knight withholds

son Nicholas. She never told her husband what

Disclaimer has excerpts from The Perfect

it, while ensuring that enough is going on

happened to Nicholas during that vacation and

Stranger, including a couple of bizarre sex

in the plot to prevent the reader from getting

Nicholas, now a surly drug user in his twenties,

scenes. The whole conceit of Disclaimer is that

bored waiting for the secret to be revealed.

has no memory of what has become Cather-

The Perfect Stranger has been written by a real

The characters are flawed, complicated human

ine’s darkest secret.

person about real people. The fact that Cather-

beings and the final reveal is a haunting one.

Catherine’s copy of The Perfect Stranger

ine’s enemy imagined her having sex in vivid

Disclaimer is Renee Knight’s first novel and

contains the standard disclaimer, “This book is

detail is never really explained or addressed

she shows a lot of promise.
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Big Pharma

I

» PC, OSX | DEVELOPED BY TWICE CIRCLED; PUBLISHED BY POSITECH

other companies compete against you and

REVIEWED BY CARL DINGWALL

may produce the same cures as you but with
a better rating or higher volumes, flooding the

n an industry where saving people can

As cures and side-effects are randomly as-

market and driving the price of your medicine

make you a tidy profit, there have been

signed at the start of every game, sometimes

down. You can combat this by making even

many accusations of putting money before

it’s impossible to avoid a side-effect. This can

better medicine, changing your product en-

people’s lives. The Big Pharma conspiracy has

be mitigated by combining ingredients to can-

tirely, or even patenting your cures, forcing

always been a scary idea, and it isn’t helped by

cel out certain effects, or by removing them

other companies to stop producing that par-

recent examples of corporations hiking up prices

through additional processing. Cures can be

ticular product. Sometimes you can engineer

of life-saving medicine by 5000 percent. This

upgraded to more advanced forms in a similar

a situation where you are the only producer of

makes the release of Twice Circled’s Big Pharma,

fashion, with more valuable cures requiring

an important medicine such as “Treating Dia-

which explores the idea of managing a pharma-

more advanced machinery and additional in-

betes”, and you can drive the price up if your

ceutical conglomerate, even more interesting.

gredients. When you sell your cure, it is given

supply doesn’t meet demand. Other compa-

Part logistics puzzle, part management sim, Big

a rating based on how well it works and how

nies will do this to you as well, so it’s a moral

Pharma will turn you into either a life saver or a

many side-effects it causes. Each cure and

choice, either to patent important medicine

rich monster.

side-effect has a sweet spot in its concentra-

before other corporations do or risk being

tion value that gives it more potency, with

locked out.

The game plays in steps, with each step taking a

higher ranked cures being worth more. This

day. Your basic machinery takes a day to process,

doesn’t necessarily result in a more profitable

The complexity of the game can drive away

with more advanced machinery taking longer,

cure compared to the production costs, giving

a lot of people in frustration; even the above

and your conveyor belts move product one tile

you another aspect of production to balance.

mechanics are barely scratching the surface of

at a time. You’re given an area with wall ports to

This all makes for an interesting logistics

the research options. It does take a lot of time

either import ingredients or export completed

puzzle, with new strategies needed each time

and patience to balance production, space and

remedies. Your goal is to increase or decrease the

you play.

costs. On harder difficulties (there are seven

concentration value of an ingredient to activate

preset difficulties with five challenges asso-

its associated cure or negative side-effect. Ma-

You have access to explorers and scientists

ciated with each, as well as a custom mode)

chinery changes the concentration, with more

as staff, who can look for new ingredients or

it can be quite cut-throat as each corporation

advanced machines costing more but changing

research new machines and legal processes

has a different playstyle, with one in particu-

the value by a greater amount. This means basic

to help you get an upper hand in the market.

lar trying to muscle everyone out of valuable

machinery is more cost-effective but uses more

If you don’t assign your staff to a project, they

cures. Still, if making a large conglomer-

space. Additional space can be purchased, but

produce points that you can spend to make

ate sounds appealing to you, then pick Big

its cost increases substantially each time, so you

your ingredients and machines cheaper or

Pharma up and try to make the world, or your

have to balance out processing costs and the

more efficient. This becomes important as

wallet, a better place.

space used.
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at a nightclub and to make some business
transactions. The audience is also introduced
to Razmik (Karren Karagulian), a taxi driver
whose conversations with his passengers
offer a brief break from Sin-Dee’s tumultuous
life. However, Sin-Dee soon tracks down Dinah
and hilariously drags her across the city so
that Sin-Dee can confront Chester about his
infidelity. This eventual confrontation marks
the point where the main protagonists come
together — everything begins to intersect and

Tangerine

more conflicts arise.

» DIRECTED BY SEAN S. BAKER
REVIEWED BY GRETA MELVIN

H

While the handycam style of the film was
interesting, it unfortunately led to some headaches. At times, the scenes felt choppy and the

aving seen my fair share of short

work. After being released from prison, two

transitions were harsh. However, the film’s

iPhone-made videos, I was sceptical

transgender women — Sin-Dee Rella (Kiki

last few moments were not only smooth but

about how high the cinematic qual-

Kitana Rodriguez) and Alexandra (Mya Tay-

also thoughtful — depicting the characters

ity of an entire film would be. Baker’s use of an

lor) — reunite. During their catch up, Sin-Dee

reflecting on the day’s events and attempting

iPhone aptly reflects the fast-paced movements

learns from Alexandra that her prince and

to resolve their problems. Sin-Dee and Alex-

of the characters and the dialogue, making for a

pimp, Chester (James Ransone), is not a Prince

andra’s last scene together is especially heart-

dynamic experience. But while Tangerine has a

Charming after all. While she was in prison,

warming, showcasing their care for each other

quirkiness, I couldn’t help but long for a smooth,

he’d been cheating on her with a “fish”, slang

in a way that seems simple but is, indeed, a

cinematic experience rather than the discordant

for a cisgender woman (someone who was as-

grand gesture.

one this film created.

signed female at birth and identifies as such).

The film opens at a doughnut shop — a place

In a mad rage, Sin-Dee embarks on a quest to

Tangerine could be accused of being a sense-

find this “fish”, Dinah (Mickey O’Hagan).

less comedy, but — with vivacious char-

the audience becomes increasingly famil-

acters and a novel filming style — it isn’t

iar with — as the protagonists walk up and

After trying to calm Sin-Dee down, Alex-

down the streets of Hollywood looking for sex

andra leaves to promote her performance

without depth.

Sicario
» DIRECTED BY DENIS VILLENEUVE
REVIEWED BY MAYA DODD

S

icario follows FBI agent, Kate Macer

An idealistic agent, Kate is set on following

(Emily Blunt), as she enters into the

procedure to take down the bad guys, and she

CIA’s secretive world. The agency has

struggles to accept the methods with which

been trying to shut down the Mexican drug

this team approaches the drug cartel. Finding

cartel that governs the border between the

herself in too deep, Kate is forced to make a se-

USA and Mexico. As a drug taskforce agent,

rious decision — one where she must sacrifice

Kate has dealt with many domestic drug busts

her ideals in order to stay alive.

— often coming face-to-face with the horrific
results of cartel crimes. Kate’s final drug bust

Director Denis Villeneuve incorporates long,

unearthed countless mutilated bodies hidden

drawn-out shots without losing viewers’

in the walls of the house that she and her

attention. Not only are they stunning, these

team infiltrated. Following this discovery, she

scenes give the audience something rarely

is asked to join a taskforce specifically created

found in a crime film. With unique angles and

to fight in the war against drugs. Alejandro

slow pans that give way to the intrigue and

(Benicio Del Toro) and Matt (Josh Brolin) —

mystery of the Mexican drug world, Sicario

along with a trained tactical team — are her

keeps the audience in constant anticipation

partners in the field, although they do not treat

and awe.

her as such.
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Everest

disaster like this, and Everest’s characters suffer
from a lack of initial storytelling. The high-alti-

» DIRECTED BY BALTASAR KORMÁKUR
REVIEWED BY NITA SULLIVAN

T

tude events escalate quickly, and the audience
struggles to keep track of who is who under their
goggles and snow gear. This confusion creates a

his film depicts the real events of a Kiwi

Everest features an ensemble cast stacked with

barrier between the characters and the audience,

company, Adventure Consultants, and

Hollywood heavyweights like Josh Brolin, Mi-

especially when the cast begin to struggle and

its disastrous expedition to Mount Ev-

chael Kelly and Jake Gyllenhaal in central char-

perish in the extreme conditions. Despite this

erest. Based on Rob Hall’s 1996 trip, Everest fol-

acter roles and Keira Knightley and Robin Wright

flaw, the screen time that did focus on individual

lows Rob (Jason Clarke) as he leads eight climb-

making cameo appearances. Despite the acting

characters allowed the actors to convincingly

ers through Nepal towards the highest peak on

chops that these stars bring to the narrative, the

portray people attempting the near impossible.

earth. Another group, run by a company called

film surprisingly feels half an hour too short.

Mountain Madness, is also heading towards the

In Everest, the director doesn’t overdo the drama,

summit. As climbers eventually reach the top,

Although Everest is action-packed and cine-

nor does he vilify any one individual for these

several delays and extreme weather conditions

matically impressive, these qualities dominate

tragic events. Everest is a story of human de-

lead to chaos. As they all attempt to get down

the film, leaving little room for the audience

sire to achieve the impossible and the spirit to

safely, the climbers begin to battle oxygen

to develop ties to the characters. A character

survive at all costs. But it also reminds us that

deprivation and exhaustion, and several die.

introduction would typically frame an action

sometimes nature is too tough to beat.

Theatre: Time Stands Still

Although the play has only four characters, the

» DIRECTED BY LARA MACGREGOR

scope of the world they live in is portrayed in

REVIEWED BY SHAUN SWAIN

“

great detail, which is reflected in the meticulously crafted set. Even in moments of silence,
the powerful performances of the two protag-

When you’re looking down that lens,

James and Sarah start to plan a more serious

time comes to a stop.”

life together. The nature of journalism, ethics,

onists spoke volumes.

war, love, family and happiness are all woven

Time Stands Still is fun and thought-provok-

We all try, in one way or another, to capture

smoothly into several discussions across this

ing. Its small cast tell a larger story, which can

some aspect of life and keep it forever; some-

two-hour narrative. This was done with bouts

be appreciated both in the moment and long

times to preserve it, sometimes to just let it

of light comedy and contrasting periods of

after it has ended.

go. Lara Macgregor’s rendition of Time Stands

compelling darkness.

Still, written by Donald Margulies, utilises
the cathartic power of theatre to create an
emotional story.
Following a life-threatening encounter with
a roadside bomb, photojournalist, Sarah
Goodwin (Jacque Drew), and her reporter boyfriend, James Dodd (Jeff Szusterman), return
to Brooklyn from the Middle East. When they
reunite with longtime friend and photo editor,
Richard Ehrlich (Peter Hayden), and his new,
young girlfriend, Mandy Bloom, (Torum Heng),
critic.co.nz ISSUE 26
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Disclosure Caracal
» HOUSE, UK GARAGE, SYNTHPOP, R&B | ISLAND RECORDS; 2015
REVIEWED BY VERONIKA BELL
“Omen” features a reunion with Sam Smith in

new album, I was beyond excited. I

an attempt to recreate the success of “Latch”.

felt like Christmas was just around the

The track itself isn’t too bad, but that’s the

corner. I was ready to be blown away. Instead,

problem. No part of the song is great. I had no

the experience was much like Santa forgetting

desire to jump up and shake my booty. Instead,

about me. Miserable. With the amount of hype

I sat there waiting. I doubt whether the track

jazz vocals is a sudden flashback to Disclo-

that surrounded the album, I expected fireworks

could be distinguished as a Disclosure track.

sure’s original sound. The track had different

— instead I got sparklers.

layers that gave off that typical “banger” vibe
As I listened through the album, panic began

I have come to love from Disclosure. And with

Don’t get me wrong, Caracal wasn’t shit, but it

to sink in. I wondered if my favourite dance/

an unusual appearance from Miguel on the

was disappointing considering the exceptional

pop crossover brother-duo would leave me

album, a more sensuous and sultry sound can

musicianship and craft in Disclosure’s first al-

in a state of despair? They did. The biggest

be found in “Good Intentions”.

bum, Settle. Unlike Caracal, Settle provided a

disappointment on the album was “Magnets”,

transcendent dive into a fresh, cool and salty take

a collaboration with Kiwi musician and icon,

It was not until I was standing in line to pur-

on the dance/pop crossover and showed a way of

Lorde. One would assume that a Lorde/Disclo-

chase a (much-needed and well-deserved)

bringing the club dwellers, festival-goers and the

sure collaboration would be a match made in

bottle of wine after listening to the album

inexperienced all together into one collaborative,

heaven, right? Wrong. Lorde’s powerful vocals

that I heard Caracal being advertised on The

weird and happy family.

were lost in translation with only a semi-de-

Edge. My darkest fears were confirmed; Dis-

cent attempt at a baseline to back her up.

closure had said goodbye to the captivating

The first song featuring The Weeknd left me

synth two-step rhythms and spine-tingling

perplexed. I’ve felt the same confusion when

vocals and leaned towards a more main-

I’ve woken up after a night smoking durries

The album does have highlights. “Holding On”

stream market, focused on making money

and drinking vodka.

featuring Gregory Porter’s luscious and silvery

instead of music.
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LETTERS

at a better life, are no different than me, except that I was lucky enough to be born into

result in a letter twice as long.
Fuck you. Kanye is my friend.

privilege, where my up and coming exams
are the worst of my concerns.

Wow, that’s an Olympic-grade leap you’ve made
there. The reason I put those particular Kanye

LETTER OF THE WEEK
The letter of the week wins a
$30 BOOK VOUCHER
From the University Book Shop

Cheers gal :)
Check this out

Many people I have spoken to feel the same

lyrics in their own category is because I don’t

way, and yet feel powerless to help.

think they’re good or bad, just hilarious. I agree,

I am writing to inquire about the possibility

the man’s a genius. I would have included a lyric

of starting an Otago-wide fundraiser for

from ‘Gorgeous’, ‘Last Call’ or ‘New Slaves’ if I

refugees. The UN refugee agency is des-

had more room, as those songs contain some of

perately calling for donations that will be

my favourite lines ever written.

used to provide basic and necessary humanitarian aid. People who are struggling

Lots of love,

with money can also help by signing online

Basti Menkes (Music Editor and mutual friend

petitions to urge the government to increase

_______________________________________

clothing to refugee centers.

The lollies clearly worked

I understand it is close to exams, and start-

Summary of OUSA Election:

critic.co.nz/2015refugeehelp
Dear Critic,

of Kanye)

the refugee quota, or by sending unwanted

ing a big project is the last thing on everyone’s mind. But if you were able to include

So many lollies

Your recent publications on the refugee

a column on ways people can get involved

So little faith

crisis, especially the beautifully written ed-

and help out, then together we can make a

itorial by Josie, have really got me thinking

difference in these people’s lives.

about acceptance, responsibility and most
of all, what it means to be human.

Thank you very much for your time.

These people who are risking everything

Sincerely yours,

they have, know and love for just the chance

Danni

_______________________________________

A poem
Societal normality
Societal normality is
a form of natural selection
By which a community weeds out
The non-conformists.

Or you could ask them
questions yourself

Creating a division
troubling, and the lack of response even more so.

Between the concepts of acceptance

Although trivial to many, these elections have

And rejection.

serious implications.

Societal normality assumes

Dear Critic,

That it can determine
Congratulations, we’re creating a generation

right from wrong,

By the time this is published, voting will have

of voters where the reason you’ll vote in a new

with absolute authority.

ended for the OUSA executive. I mean, at least I

Prime Minister is cause you catch the same bus

Normality is an idea,

think it will. When it comes to the monotonous

each Friday.

Designed to shame the renegades.

affair that is the election, I’m one of the thou-

And if you dare disobey

sands of students who struggle to keep up, let

Sincerely,

What society considers normal,

alone muster the motivation to consider voting.

Just another vote

You too will fall victim

But regardless of the result, the issue has been
raised once again – what the fuck’s going wrong?
I’m writing this after being the victim of
questionable in-house politicking by two candidates, one of whom a very notable member
aiming for re-election. Hell, the smile and the
lolly was a great icebreaker! But leaving it at
that? Relying on the fact that we’re both living
in the same brick college? Sorry buddy, but
hunting for votes like that isn’t going to get
you far with me.
Seeing nepotism (voting based on personal
connections) happen around me is seriously
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To ridicule.
_______________________________________

Kanye for 2020

Societal normality
Will try to tell you
How to behave

Jumping on the yezzy bandwagon are we critic?

And how not to.

You guys are better than that, his lyrics speak to

Normality is the cause

everyone which incude people of good taste like

Of feeling inferior

myself and besides how else is a boy from the hood

Amongst our peers.

ever going to learn about double entendres and that

Because we are constantly

time George bush didn’t care about black people?

Being measured

You guys are just too ignorant to look past the ego

Against each other and ourselves.

to see the brilliance of the holy father; Kanye West.

Societal normality

Any further subtle jabs via the Kanye hate train will

Makes us judge each other

LETTERS

By the jobs we have,
By the friends we associate with,
By the money we earn,
By the thoughts we think
And even by

late. I also liked seeing candidates squabble over

have to admire how much they care about one

the ‘boozy’ vote by proposing student bars and

line in their resume.

go after the ‘hungover’ vote by offering lecture
podcasts. Most of all, I liked how much we pre-

Cynic or no, we should admire our candidates for

tended to care.

caring about something.

The beliefs we believe.
Why can’t we

The truth is we didn’t care. Last week’s ‘Best Let-

Yours,

Just exist, proud

ter’ pithily sums up our ambivalence. The letter’s

Paul W.

Of our abnormalities,

author wondered ‘what are the exec doing… are

Unashamed of our idiosyncrasies.

they stopping our student culture being pulled

______________________________________

Let us co-exist,

apart?’

Apparently it’s poetry week

Here’s the rub though: that’s not how democracy

Hey Critic,

Peacefully,
Without scrutiny.

works. For elected representatives to do anyBy Grant Kingi

thing, the population must care. The only power

Heres a poem that i wrote as procrastina-

that the OUSA has comes from you. Without you,

tion of study.

______________________________________

without your action or your voice the OUSA is a

In Defence of Our Candidates

lame duck. We are not disenfranchised, we are

Its come again to that time of the year

disinterested.

when the heads go down and so must the beer

Dear disenfranchised student,
This week, 22 people gave up their time and

But do not worry or fret and fear

This week we endured the OUSA executive elec-

exposed themselves to public ridicule because

there is no need to pull out your hair

tions. Only two groups cared about the ballot: the

they cared. This deserves some admiration. As

candidates and people piqued by free Pinky bars.

a matter of fact, even cynics ought to grant our

For summer is really very very near

Don’t get me wrong, I liked bits of it. I liked seeing

candidates grudging respect. Perhaps you be-

So study hard to finish off with a cheer!

people ‘read’ candidate blurbs. I liked seeing peo-

lieve that these elections are a merry-go-round

ple give up, vote at random, and take their choco-

of smart-alecks looking to pad their CV. You still

Mary Bollen
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SNAPS

••• NOTICES •••

@Criticmag

Operation Christmas Child gives you the chance to help a child
in need. Fill a shoebox with toys, trinkets, clothes, stationary or
other goodies and we’ll send them for you. Grab a box & flyer
from the careers office and return it filled by 25th October.
See the Operation Christmas Child Dunedin 2015
Facebook page for more info.

4

PICKUP VALUE RANGE

$

FROM

D UN ED I N NO R T H
7 3 6 GR E AT K I NG S T

8

PICKUP TRADITIONAL

.99 $

FROM

EACH PICK UP
WITH 2015 STUDENT ID
DUNEDIN NORTH ONLY

.99

EACH PICK UP
WITH 2015 STUDENT ID
DUNEDIN NORTH ONLY

LETTERS POLICY
Letters should be 200 words or fewer. Deadline is Thursday at 5pm. Send letters to critic@critic.co.nz, post them to PO
Box 1436, Dunedin, or drop into the Critic office. All letters must include full contact details, even if you don’t want these
printed. Letters of a serious nature directly addressing a specific person or group will not be published under a pseudonym,
except in extraordinary circumstances negotiated with the Editor. Critic reserves the right to edit, abridge or decline
letters without explanation. We don’t fix the spelling or grammar in letters. If a writer looks stupid, it’s because they are.
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horoscope

COLUMNS

Do you struggle with making basic life decisions? Worried about
never bumping into your campus soulmate, or whether to eat twominute noodles for every dinner this week? Fear not, chums, for I,
Madame McMystery, have gazed deep into the cosmos to reveal the
secrets the planetary alignments hold in store for you!
(Disclaimer: Madame McMystery is not responsible for any physical or emotional damage
caused by the interpretation of her predictions and subsequent actions influenced by them).

Aries

T

ake heed, my friend. Someone is plotting
to egg the windows in your room this

Friday. Prepare accordingly.

Leo

T

he arrival of Mars has put a strain on
formerly amicable relations this past

month, and it is time to take a stand against
the neighbours who insist of playing drum and

Sagittarius

T

he Sun and Jupiter have aligned to create
money troubles in your near future. Stock

up on 2 minute noodles, baked beans and toast
while the money is good.

bass from 8am onwards each day. Egg their

Taurus

T

flat this Friday, and every Friday, until they get
the message.

had over your stars will become appar-

ent in the coming week, when a small, greenhaired man will stab you in the kidney with a
knitting needle. You have been warned.

Capricorn

Virgo

he impact that the recent blood moon

W

ith Mars entering your sign, you will
begin to panic as the Otago year be-

gins to end. Make the most of whatever time

S

aturn will see a romance blossoming in your future, but not for you.

Enjoy being the new third wheel in your
friend group, sucker.

you have left by throwing a lock-in and exploring the sexual tension that’s been building

Gemini

Y

in your flat all year.

Aquarius
Libra

ou need to get laid dude. Sure you’re
used to bringing home steak, but no

one will judge you if you settle for value pack
minced beef this weekend.

V

enus is ascending over your love quadrant. A pre-emptive visit to Family

Planning for an STI check is advised.

T

he Orion constellation colliding with your
sign this month means that you will only

do well in your exams if you write all your
study notes shades of green and purple, and
sleep with them in a box under your bed.

Cancer

W

ith Pluto in your work zone and exams
coming up, no wonder you’re stressed!

Unwind with a glass of bad wine and bad deci-

sions on Tinder.

Scorpio

M

Pisces
ars has crashed back into your life,
wearing a badass leather jacket, carry-

ing a boom box on one shoulder that’s blasting ACDC’s “Back in Black”, and having none
of this anti-social bullshit you’ve been pulling

Y

ou will meet someone tall, dark and
handsome. Unfortunately, he’s also an

avid supporter of Winston Peters. He’s 71.

over the last few months.
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My thanks to Critic for hosting the column and my congratulations to
Josie and her team on a fine year of challenging and thought-provoking
journalism. Critic continues to be acclaimed as the best student magazine in the country.

Thank You and Good Luck

BY DR DAVID CLARK, MP

M

I am most grateful to all of you who have bent my ear on my way
through the Link, or in George Street, on the Museum lawn or wherever.
I sincerely believe an MP is only ever as good as the people they talk to.
You are the people who help me do my job well. Thank you.

any of you will be preparing for exams. Good luck! After that
come some fond farewells, summer and new challenges.

Plenty of you have shared your views directly with me when you see

Some of you will be flatting for the first time in the New

me on campus. Or you’ve dropped by my office in Albany Street next to

Year. Some of you will be starting new courses. Some of you will be en-

the Captain Cook tavern, just down from the Rob Roy dairy. We’ve cov-

tering the job market. Whatever the change, I congratulate you on the

ered a wealth of topics.

things you’ve achieved this year, and wish you well for what is to come.
As I said in my first column this year, my Dunedin staff and I aren’t alWhat a year. From the law revue to IS, from the surveillance state to

ways debating lofty ideas. Our bread and butter is sorting practical local

Dunedin Hospital, from refugees to fashion to volunteering. I’m grate-

problems. This year, we’ve witnessed and signed many documents, as-

ful for your feedback. In particular, my columns on the TPPA, student

sisted with tenancy disputes, certified degrees and certificates, helped

support and student politics generated plenty of conversations at my

with immigration and StudyLink issues, and much more. We may be

campus clinics.

able to assist again in future. Please keep in touch.

9am, 12 Oct - 4pm, 15 Oct | vote at voting.ousa.org.nz

OUSA ONLINE REFERENDUM
QUESTIONS ON: HYDE ST PARTY  NZUSA  FUNDING TO
SPORTS, CLUBS, AND CAUSES  THE DUNEDIN CRAFT BEER &
FOOD FESTIVAL  OUSA EXECUTIVE STRUCTURE

FORUM
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TO DISCUSS THE REFERENDUM QUESTIONS
1, OCT 7   MAIN COMMON ROOM
11.30-2.30, OCTOBER 14
  OUSA MAIN OFFICE

FREE BBQ

Critic wants wordsmiths, designers, grammar Nazis
and miscellaneous creative types to join the team
in 2015!
Applications are now open for the following positions:
News Editor: The news editor is responsible for coordinating, writing and

editing Critic’s news. 12 hours per week.

Features Editor: The features editor is responsible for coordinating,
writing and editing Critic’s features. 12 hours per week.
Sub-Editor: Proofread all of Critic’s content adn maek sure itt doesnt lok
liek this. 12 hours per week.

Chief Reporter: Chase down Critic’s biggest scoops, write high-quality
investigative news pieces and be available to produce articles at short
notice. 8 hours per week.
Feature Writers: Conduct research and interviews, and produce featurelength articles on a range of problems. Various positions available.

Designers: Make Critic pretty! Layout, photography, illustrations,

infographics and ad design. Mac knowledge and Adobe InDesign,
Photoshop and Illustrator familiarity are essential. Two positions available.
Up to 40 hours per week.

Online Content Editor: Responsible for updating and managing Critic’s

website. Adobe Photoshop knowledge highly preferable. 6 hours per week.

Distributor: Responsible for distributing Critic around campus and wider

Dunedin every Sunday in the supercharged Critic-mobile that is the OUSA
van. 4 hours per week.

Email critic@critic.co.nz for job description.
Send in your applications to critic@critic.co.nz by 4pm Wednesday 21st October.

COLUMNS

Reading Sceptically

T

BY WEE DOUBT

Animal Agriculture

BY SAM FRASER

and that the condition does not exist in countries that do not use the dyes. I

L

don’t know anything about ADHD, food colouring, or children, but I thought

to sustainably support life, skewed human perceptions of the natural

I’d write about how to approach something like this sceptically.

world worsen these problems. One huge driver of environmental issues

his morning a friend sent me a link to an article called “Bad Diet
the Number One Cause of ADHD”. The author claims food colouring
causes ADHD (Attention Deficit Hyperactivity Disorder) in children

First up, look at the source. Be wary if you notice any bias towards a
political or religious ideology. This particular article is on a website called

ast time, I argued that the most urgent environmental issue
confronting us lies in the environmental perceptions and values we hold today. While global warming, species extinction

or deforestation may lead to the eventual collapse of the earth’s ability

is animal agriculture. It is, bizarrely, an issue that goes under the radar
in the context of environmental protection.

Web of Evidence: What They Don’t Want You to Know. It has articles on mind

Animal agriculture is the world’s leading cause of deforestation,

control via the TV, a 9/11 truther who has been locked up for knowing too

water consumption and pollution. It is responsible for more greenhouse

much and the quote: “propaganda is the executive arm of the invisible gov-

gases than the transportation industry and is one of the primary drivers

ernment”. The website has an anti-authoritaty political bias.

of species extinction, rainforest destruction and ocean dead zones. The

The article’s author, Betty Hooper, boasts no qualifications in food science or psychiatry, but claims she has spent 25 years collecting “a massive

list goes on. It’s not hard to understand why people avoid talking about
this issue.

amount” of evidence. She has linked only three citations. One link no longer

Agriculture is the largest sector of our tradable economy, making

works. One link is to a reputable study on the effect of food colouring on hy-

up about two-thirds of our total exported goods. Simultaneously, ag-

peractivity in children aged three to four. It shows positive results but does

riculture in New Zealand makes up 47 percent of our total greenhouse

not mention ADHD. The third link is to a study called “Treating Food Allergy

gas emissions. It’s also responsible for the pollution and decay of many

to Prevent Criminal Behaviour in Community Settings”. It is from the Centre

of our rivers. Like any environmental issue, it’s complex, problematic

for Complementary Health Studies, University of Exeter. I googled this place

and involves a lot of stakeholders. It is difficult to untangle and balance

and it popped up as an example of the need for regulation in complemen-

issues to reach any kind of “fair” conclusion.

tary medicine. The study was on “nine children with persistent antisocial,

A vegan was spieling to me about the various reasons for veganism.

disruptive and/or criminal behaviours”. Yes, a total of nine children were

One she insisted upon was that other animals don’t milk other species,

tested. Nine “criminal” children. The study doesn’t mention ADHD.

it’s not natural. She believed that neither should we. But humans do all

Another thing to consider is whether the claim goes along with how

sorts of crazy things that aren’t natural. I appreciate the notion of being

the world generally works. The claim that removing one thing from our kids’

closer to nature, but, for me, the environmental issues surrounding ani-

diets will stop ADHD is similar to that “one weird fruit” that will make you

mal agriculture provide a better argument for veganism.

lose weight: it is likely either untrue or simplistic. Probably untrue.

I’m not a vegan or a vegetarian, or the type to ramble about what

I found some reputable studies that suggested food colouring could

people should or shouldn’t do (I appreciate the irony in this, because I’m

be a factor contributing to kids with ADHD. Others showed no significant

doing it right now), but cutting down your consumption of animal prod-

results. The general consensus is that the more child psychiatry is used

ucts is one of the best ways to look after the environment. Agriculture

in a country, the more documented cases of childhood ADHD there will

and the consumption of animal products are ingrained in our economy.

be. In the words of sceptic Michael Shermer: “It’s good to have an open

There is no easy quick fix to it as an environmental issue. But consum-

mind, just not so open that your brain falls out.”

ing a little less is a first step to addressing the problem.
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DEAR
ETHEL
Testing Alcohol

B

BY ISA ALCHEMIST

ack in the day when I was a student, things were different.
There were no student loans and if you were from a non-university town, your boarding allowance paid all the hostel fees.

Bursary was the icing on the cake. Our class was infamous for its bad
behaviour. We threw darts, and shouted abuse. I spoke to one of our
long-suffering physics lecturers years later. He had walked out on the
darts and jeering, but was clearly still shaken by the memory. I had no
answer when he asked me why we did it. Clearly, we were bored and we

Exams: Special Consideration
BY STUDENT SUPPORT

Dear Ethel,
What’s the story if I can’t sit an exam? My dad recently had an accident
and is in intensive care. It looks like I may have to go home to be with him
if things get any worse. I’m worried that I’m going to miss my exams. If I
have to go home and miss exams, what do I do?

On week nights, the curfew was 10pm. Saturday night was play night,

I

and the curfew was midnight. This was rarely policed, until a rumour

have been prevented from sitting a final examination through illness or

surfaced that devious and evil “things” were happening at night in our

other circumstances beyond your control”. Your father’s accident defi-

rooms. There was an inspection. Two of my friends with their respective

nitely falls within this category.

didn’t value what had come so easy to us: a tertiary education.
If the lecture theatre was unruly, life in the hostels was anything but.

’m so sorry to hear about your dad — it must be a really scary time
for all of the family.
If you miss an exam (or exams) with good reason, you can ap-

ply for Special Consideration. The criteria state that you can apply if “you

boyfriends were woken by the warden standing over them. It’s difficult

If you do miss exams and decide to apply for Special Consideration,

to say who was more traumatised. They were evicted from the hostel in

there are a couple of things to remember. Firstly, you have to apply within

disgrace. I, on the other hand, was fortunate enough to be absent alto-

five days of the last exam you are seeking Special Consideration for, so make

gether at a “friend’s” and was allowed to stay on.

sure you don’t miss the deadline. If you know you’re going to be absent, you
can apply before your exam if you wish.

So, how are these times related to pharmacy? One of my most enduring

Secondly, any request for Special Consideration has to provide support-

memories is of the lab we had in my third year of university. It was sup-

ing documentation. In this case, you would ideally get a letter from the hos-

posed to teach us about the effects of alcohol. We were given a beaker

pital and you could also include a letter from your other parent (if applicable)

containing a large amount of 90 percent alcohol and told to sip it slowly

or another family member who can verify the need for your return home.

over the next hour. We conducted the experiment in pairs, one drinking
“placebo”, the other alcohol.

You apply through eVision (in the Examinations and Results section).
Once you’ve submitted your request, you can’t go back and add anything, so
try to have everything you need before you start.

Being an impatient person, I downed mine in five minutes. The final sip
is the last thing I remember. My subsequent actions became folklore

For further information about Special Consideration (including possible
outcomes), check out www.otago.ac.nz/study/exams/.

and were often repeated back to me with accompanying roars of laugh-

If you make an application and are not happy with the result, there is an

ter. I made a beeline for the lab technician, who I had always thought

appeal process. The friendly advocates at 5 Ethel B can help you with that. If

was really hot. I sat on his knee and tried to undress him. That failing, I

you do have to go home, you may also qualify for Emergency Fund assis-

undressed myself. And when they brought me a cup of coffee, I threw it

tance for travel/costs. Student Support advocates can apply on your behalf,

at them. Much of it landed on me. Then we had a lunch break. The boys

so please keep us in mind!

in the class headed to the nearest pub, nicely confusing placebo with
the real deal. Thankfully for me, most of them were then too pissed to

Let’s hope that your dad recovers and you don’t have to miss your exams but, if you do, the Special Consideration process is there for you.

remember anything more. I collapsed in a sobbing heap on the floor,
demanding to see my boyfriend. He was less than impressed at being
called out from his work to look after the incoherent mess I had become.
I heard that was the last time they did that experiment.
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witnessed. By August, “gold fever” had taken hold and Dunedin found
itself at the forefront of an international gold rush.
The Tuapeka wilderness was soon covered in the white tents of
11,500 miners. Dunedin’s population doubled to 5850 in six months,
trebled within three years, and by 1870 it was New Zealand’s largest
and richest city. Gold brought with it soaring land values, disastrous
sanitation issues and crime. It also brought unimagined benefits such
as the finest architecture in New Zealand, the first daily newspaper, the
first university and the notorious Vauxhall pleasure gardens — a den of
drunkenness and prostitution and a true benefit to our town.

There’s Gold in Them Thar Hills

BY FINBARR NOBLE

O

By 1865, the West Coast rush was drawing away many European
miners. The Dunedin Chamber of Commerce countered this by recruiting Chinese miners from across the Tasman to work the Otago
fields. In 1866, 12 Chinese men arrived from Victoria; by late 1869, over

n 20 May 1861, Gabriel Read, a lonesome prospector, tried his luck

2000 Chinese men were working the “New Gold Mountain”. Among

in a gully near modern Lawrence. Heaving away the gravel, he ex-

them was the now-famous Dunedin entrepreneur, Choi Sew Hoy,

posed the creek bed and saw, in his words (poetic for an itinerant

who led a breakthrough in dredging in the 1890s to reach hitherto un-

gold miner), “gold shining like the stars of Orion on a dark, frosty night”. This
discovery led to the Otago Gold Rush and transformed our city and province
for decades to come.

tapped gold seams.
When the boom inevitably burst, Dunedin still had plenty to thank
Otago gold for. The money allowed for the expansion of trade links, while

The rush took its time to get going. The Presbyterian Scots, who

the advent of refrigeration meant that we could ride the protein money train

made up the majority of Dunedin residents, were intensely suspicious of

from Port Chalmers to Britain. Many of our grand buildings are hangovers

anything that looked like easy money or a good time. They feared that

from this golden era. The School of Mines Archway building on cam-

gold mining would bring with it the ills of drunkenness, lasciviousness

pus is one. So too is the Union Bank on Princes Street, which is now

and fun. Half a dozen other “goldfields” had also been discovered in this

home to Stilettos Strip Club, perhaps the first honest day’s work a bank

period, with nothing much coming of them. But this initial scepticism

has ever seen.

gave way when, after the first few months, spectacular returns were
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LOVE IS BLIND
critic@critic.co.nz

Love
is blind
Kylie

I

Critic’s infamous blind date column brings you weekly shutdowns, hilariously mismatched pairs,
and the occasional hookup. Each week, we lure two singletons to Di Lusso, ply them with food and
alcohol, then wait for their reports to arrive in our inbox.
If this sounds like you, email critic@critic.co.nz. But be warned – if you dine on the free food and
dash without sending us a writeup, a Critic writer will write one under your name.
And that won’t end well for you.

Millionaire still drinking the shit wine

Tyga

#noragrets

remaining Fat Bird confidence — I headed over to the corner couch with

A

the mood lighting, and (unsuccessfully) tried to seem halfway seductive.

pong before heading off on my journey. I made sure I arrived 10 minutes late

came in hot. So hot I hit the doorframe of Di Lusso as I entered,
giving myself a nasty bruise and shaking up the old nerves a bit.
Fortunately, my date was yet to arrive, so — fuelled with some

fter constantly getting nagged and pressured by all flatmates to
go on the blind date, I finally gave in and decided it was about
time my little general got a chance to see the light of day. It rolled

round to 6.30 so I decided to get a few drinks in me and play a bit of beer
so I didn’t have to wait around and overthink how the date was going to go.

In walked my date. This guy was a definite looker, and we quickly hit it

When I arrived, she was there waiting on the couches in the corner and, by

off — the topics escalating into favourite sex positions, life ambitions and

God, was she gorgeous. That cute smile and those big brown eyes had me

my first-year “experimental phase”. He was a sophisticated fifth year and

singing Van Morrison. Butterflies were in my stomach, but I wasn’t sure

thought he could “teach me a few things”, so with half the food platter and a

whether it was me being nervous or how good she looked.

few more wines down, we chucked back a final shot each to dry up the bar
tab. At this point, things all become a little bit blurry.

She was a smooth talker and had me on my toes all night. The conversation was flowing so much that the bartender had to approach us and ask
if we wanted any drinks, instead of the other way round. I was impressed

Neither of us was ready to go home just yet though, so we headed to the ca-

she recognised that getting wines instead of cocktails meant that the bar

sino. My date proved to have luck on his side, quickly raking in the blackjack

tab could go further. The CC’n’Drys were top notch, but what I really had on

winnings. I, on the other hand, lost 20 bucks and was nearly kicked out for

my mind was one of those tasty Cokes at the casino. She was keen as well,

using my phone at the tables. This had quite the sobering effect, so we de-

so we made our way there. Let’s just say any money she lost I made up, so

cided to ditch and go back to his flat.

I guess I was playing my cards right. Blackjack was good to me, but the real
gamble was if we were going to end up together.

On arrival at the flat, he put a Spotify mood playlist on loud, which had my

It looked like my luck was going to continue as I decided to give her a

clothes on the floor in no time. I don’t kiss and tell, Critic, so I won’t go into

tour of the flat. She was really impressed with my room and my choices of

details, but I had a great time. Waking up a little dusty in the morning, I

decoration; I’m a man who knows what he likes. Her late night skills were as

rushed off to a cute brunch debrief with my friends, and it was only on ar-

quality as her banter. I was left extremely satisfied. After recapping with the

rival at Nova that I realised my stick-on bra was still on his floor. Last night’s

flat, I was pleased to see she left me a souvenir to commemorate the times

attire of a backless top minus my chicken fillets proved far less than ideal.

we had together.

Regrets, Critic, regrets.

We added each other on Facebook and said we would talk about
the write up. I wouldn’t mind seeing her again, but may have ruined my

Ultimately, though, cheers for the fun night! I’m doing okay minus my bra

chances when accidentally liking one of her historic photos on Facebook the

and my dignity, and that’s one more tick off the bucket list. √

next day. Don’t drink and Facebook.
This was my last opportunity to do the blind date and I’m glad I did it.
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Vice-President’s Column
With exams just around the corner I will repeat
the immortal words of Scott Adams (read aloud
for best effect): DON’T PANIC. Regardless of how
woefully underprepared you think you are, panicking about the situation only makes it worse.
Take a deep breath, fill your mind with thoughts of
summer music festivals… or the crushing reality of
needing to work fulltime.
Take another deep breath, drink some water, go over your lecture notes (or scab them off
your classmates). The absolute worst thing you
can do is spend every waking hour cramming in
penance for all the times you decided to sleep in
instead of going to your 10am lecture. You’ll only
burn yourself out before the exams even begin.
The average attention span is only 45-60 minutes
so break up your study into blocks. Take breaks,
get plenty of sleep, and drink some water. For
those of you who need to memorise a lot of facts,
check out programs like Anki which are designed
to work with the limitations of human memory,
or, you can make a bunch of flashcards.
If you’re really having a tough time (and we all
experience it at one point or another) then pop by
Student Support and have a yarn with the people there. It doesn’t matter how silly or trivial you
think it is, just chatting to someone about it helps
a lot. Keep an eye out for your mates if you think
they’re having a rough time. Just because we’re
assessed individually doesn’t mean we can’t look
out for one another. Email your lecturer if you don’t
understand something (so long as it isn’t the night
before) or arrange to pop in during an office hour.
Exams are always going to be a stressful time
so it’s how you choose to deal with the stress
that counts. Keep your chin up and remember:
DON’T PANIC.
Isaac Yu
adminvp@ousa.org.nz

Exam
Survival

OUSA has your back these exams with quick and easy study break sessions. Every Wednesday
and Friday evening from October 14 until November 6 we’ll have pizza, refreshments, and
some cartoon entertainment from 6 to 8pm in the Main Common Room. Pop in and see some
of your friendly OUSA exec members, take a break, and let us shout you some dinner!

