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STEREOTYPICAL POISON

» WE'RE BIGGER THAN THAT

t the time we sent this issue to print,

3300 people had signed a petition

demanding an apology from TVNZ for
its "biased report on Dunedin students" during
the Sunday show over a week ago.

TVNZ won't apologise. What it's done is no
different to what we all do.

For one, the reporter did seek students’
viewpoints, she did speak to the university
and she did interview OUSA President Paul
Hunt. The story just failed to portray what they
said in full. Vice-Chancellor Harlene Hayne's
voice was faded out whenever she said any-
thing of substance. Hunt's interview was not
shown. And the students she showed were
hardly representative of the thousands cur-
rently cramming their way into exams. Either
way, the fact that some Dunedin residents
are bothered by students' behaviour is true.
It is also true that some students are bothered
by some residents' behaviour, namely the
shitty landlords some of us might have, or
those residents who still hurl abuse like that
Anthony Gordon describes in his feature, "The
Bigot Issue”.

But why are students getting so worked
up this time? Every year the media put out
something about how crazy Dunedin students
get. Every year the media portray us as the
party central of New Zealand. Every year re-
ports of students misbehaving elsewhere in
the country are ignored.

But this year, Sunday's report seemed just
a little too much of an attack on the University
of Otago and its students. No Otago student
wants their degree tarnished with such a rep-
utation as was portrayed in the programme.
No student wants to be grouped together with
a small number of aggressive drunks.

The media have always perpetuated ste-
reotypes but it's high time they started trying
to fight them. If the story is about Hyde Street,
keep it about Hyde Street. If the story is about
the Beehive flat, keep it about the Beehive flat.

If the story is about the dangerous drinking
culture of New Zealanders, make it about the
dangerous drinking culture of New Zealanders.

And if the issue is about the drinking
culture of students at this university, then
where's the spotlight on other New Zealand
universities? Three residential colleges at Vic-
toria University have been put on an alcohol
ban this year. Just last week there was a news
story in Christchurch about residents throwing
bottles at police. The residents were clearly on
a student street in Christchurch, yet little at-
tention was paid to this.

Clara Watson is a student here and wrote
a letter to TVNZ, which included the line, "Your
inclusion of the carpet advertisement, like
your continuous showing of Hyde Street foot-
age, is once again stereotyping. I hardly see
how a staged advertisement can be believed
to be an accurate portrayal of student living.
It's like viewing Shortland Street as being an
accurate portrayal of what working at a hospi-
tal is like." She went on to say, "I resent my life
being stereotyped by images of a once-a-year
event and a staged carpet advertisement."

Stereotyping all students as losers of so-
ciety who abuse the city is generalising from
a few idiots. Doing this lowers every other
hardworking student's self-esteem and, time
and time again, it's been proven that lowering
self-esteem fosters prejudices.

Media — instead of focusing on that one
difference we have from the other residents of
Dunedin (we study, they don't), why don't you
give students a voice to fully express that they
want the same as residents? They want to
keep Dunedin the vibrant city it is. They want
it to be a safe place to drink, walk and to be
whoever they want to be.

Unfortunately, we still aren't escaping this
need to categorise people into boxes. We are
not all the same. We are all individuals with
different thoughts, beliefs, behaviours, gender
identities and sexualities.

The media should be helping us break ste-
reotypes, not enforcing them.
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Students Demand Apology for Sunday Broadcast

‘ » SHOW MAKES STUDENTS LOOK LIKE “DESTRUCTIVE MONSTERS"

VNZ's Sunday episode, "Party Cen-
tral”, has received backlash from stu-

dents after it aired on 10 May.

The episode showed two residents, one liv-
ing in close proximity to the 17-man flat
"Backpackers"”, sharing their views on how
University of Otago students interact with the
community. Comments focused on the student
drinking culture.

Two students were given the chance to speak,
one from the Backpackers flat and one from
Castle Street's "Beehive". Individuals have
since come out saying that the two were por-
trayed unfairly and were not a fair representa-
tion of the majority of Otago students.

Former student and Dunedin real estate agent
Tyler McCorkindale said the Beehive is "one of
the worst examples for the media to interpret
as a standard student flat".

"If they had chosen the average student, they
may find they spend a bit more time in the
library, have hobbies they enjoy doing sober
and, who knows, there might even be a dishes
roster they adhere to," said McCorkindale.

Asked why the Beehive was chosen, Sun-
day producer Jane Skinner said this was not
planned. Skinner said the Sunday team drove
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down Castle Street during filming and saw the
flat "with its front windows smashed out and
cans all over the front" and asked the resi-
dents to film inside.

A petition was created almost immediately
after the episode aired calling for TVNZ to
"publicly apologise for their biased report on
Dunedin students". The original aim for the
petition's creator was 500 signatures. At time
of print, there were 3300 signatures.

OUSA President Paul Hunt was interviewed by
Sunday, but was contacted afterward and told
they would not be airing his segment. Skinner
said the reason Hunt's interview was left out
was '"not about the content of what he said"
but "about the delivery". Skinner said this was
"of no service to the student population and
not articulate or sufficient for a TV broadcast".

Hunt, however, said the reason was "that it
was a predetermined story where they de-
liberately cast students in a negative light.
The only opportunity students got [to defend
themselves] was when [Sunday] barged onto
their private property and stuck a microphone
in their face." Hunt spoke of the issue in the
University Council meeting on 12 April, where
he received praise from council members.

Skinner denies the claim that there was a

BY LAURA MUNRO

premeditated story, and said she specifically
included the bottle-buy-back scheme to show
a "positive OUSA initiative".

Vice-Chancellor Harlene Hayne was briefly
interviewed by Sunday, though she has since
released a statement saying the episode
"'was not representative of our entire Otago
student culture".

“[The university] understands that these types
of television current affairs shows are based
on visual images and video footage more than
any real in-depth debate that fairly represents
all the aspects of such issues," said Hayne.

Dunedin Mayor Dave Cull, who was also briefly
interviewed, said his view of students was
"not fully” portrayed on the episode. Cull said
students contribute to Dunedin "intellectually,
culturally, financially, recreationally, socially
and in many other ways. They are an essential
part of what makes our city what it is and have
been for decades.”

Numerous students have made official com-
plaints to TVNZ following the episode. One
student, Clara Watson, wrote in her complaint:
"This report is absolutely appalling in both its
bias against students and the negative gen-
eralisations it made. There was extreme ex-

aggeration and inaccuracy in both editing and



overall reporting. Skinner, however, said she
"never sought to portray ‘all' Otago students
in [the] story .. We made it clear that we were
talking about a minority of students and sev-
eral times we referred to 'a small sub-group
of the community that's been given carte
blanche' and ‘there's a few people who give

them a bad name'." Skinner said: "Some view-
ers don't appear to have heard the distinction
we were very careful to make and to include in

our story."

When asked why the episode has received
more backlash than similar coverage Otago
has received in the media, student Joel Mac-
Manus said this is due to "the patronising
tone and the attacks that call our character
into question”.

"The annual Hyde Street piece on the news
normally covers the story with an even hand,
and shows [OUSA volunteers] R U OK handing
out food and looking after people. This piece
didn't make any attempt to make students
look like anything but destructive monsters,"
said MacManus.
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The episode featured coverage of the an-
nual Hyde Street party, which has been run
by OUSA for the past three years. Before
involvement, the event was run

without supervision.

Hunt said earlier this year that OUSA spends
$22,000, collected through ticket sales, on
health and safety at the event. Most of this,
45 percent, is spent on security; 27 percent
goes towards traffic management, infra-
structure and fencing; 30 percent on the St
John Ambulance Service; and eight percent
on food. OUSA also has volunteers providing
water for the events' attendees.

Around 3500 people attended this year's
event, and Director of Student Services Karyn
Thomson said “only six students were sent

i to the proctor's office" for their behaviour on

the day.

The University of Otago Proctor Simon Thomp-
son said "nobody was on roofs, there were no
thefts or burglaries .. no assaults, no fires, no
glass" at the event. "The media loves numbers,

Y

‘%fu.h

S,

and they will trumpet the fact that 12 people
got arrested .. but out of 3500 .. I think only |
half of those were students," said Thompson.

Jason Guthrie, Area Commander for Otago
Coastal, said "the vast majority of students
are a pleasure to deal with". Guthrie said the
stereotype that all Otago students are out of
control when intoxicated is "not true" and
"the reputation of the majority continues to
be tarnished by the immature minority". O
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> DECISION TO OUTSOURCE IN BREACH OF TWO LAWS

Union Prepares for Legal Action against SDHB

n 7 May 2015, the Southern District

Health Board (SDHB) made a decision

that all food would be outsourced
through the Compass Group. As a result, the
Service and Food Workers Union (SFWU),
which had put forward a counter proposal, has
announced it will take legal action against
the SDHB.

The SFWU claims that, by making the decision
to outsource, the SDHB has breached two laws.
The first is a breach of the Applicable Collective
Agreement — this is the agreement negotiated
on behalf of the employees by the relevant
union, in this case the SFWU. The second
comes from Section 103A of the Employment
Relations Act, which states that an employer
must take several steps before letting workers
go, including properly investigating options
and consulting with the employees.

Molecular Architecture

A chemistry course for those who want to know

how the world is put together.

CHEM111 is an approved 8th paper for
Health Sciences First Year students.
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The SFWU has said that it does not feel the
SDHB has taken their counter proposal seri-
ously or that it listened to the concerns of the
community. Anna Huffstutler, SFWU organ-
iser, said the union "realises the board is under
a lot of financial pressure," however, "there is
still a lot of financial unknowns as far as the
contract goes .. We feel the counter proposal
was glossed over and not fairly looked at."

The SDHB chairperson, Joe Butterfield, said
it was made very clear at the board meeting
that the agreement between the SDHB and the
Compass Group was made in December. This
was "subject to certain conditions”, including
that the board "consider the outcome of the
submission process and be satisfied on some
financial conditions".

When asked whether he believes the decision
to outsource will result in job losses in the

UNIVERSITY

OTAGO

Zenfech
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BY BRIDIE BOYD

community, Butterfield said: "We will work
hard with Compass to look after the staff the
very best we can but it is inevitable that there
will be changes in staffing levels."

With the Compass Group agreement, food will
be sourced locally and prepared in the hos-
pital kitchens. Butterfield said the Compass
Group "has committed to sourcing 95 percent
of menu items from local suppliers, where
the food items are available and/or produced
inNZ". O
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he University of Otago opened and
blessed two new prayer rooms last
week, upstairs in the University Union
Building at a ceremony attended by people
of many different faiths. The rooms replaced
the previous rooms underneath the Archway
building, which were in use for seven years.
The new set-up comprises one space
exclusively for the Islamic community; it faces
Mecca and is split into two rooms by a curtain.
This is to adhere to Islamic rules on prayer
with the opposite gender. The second is the
University Prayer and Mediation Room. Greg
Hughson, University Chaplain, said this room
is for everybody.

The university's only pre-requisite for the
rooms is little-to-no noise. In an information
sheet, Hughson writes: "Prayer and meditation
will be either silent, or expressed very quietly
so that no one in the study area next door can

Praver Rooms Open - Hallelulah'

Al

hear any noise emanating from the prayer and

meditation rooms."

The prayer rooms are part of the univer-
sity's commitment to being a "healthy univer-
sity". Houston said the rooms are "important
for people of all religious faiths, and for people
who identify with no particular religion".

"In such a busy and stressful environment
such spaces are essential for mental as well as

BY JOE HIGHAM

spiritual health"

The university has said that, in the future,

it envisages a "purpose-built multifaith cen-

tre on campus". It is proposed that this centre

would have separate rooms for faith groups, a
kitchen and a large central area.

"In the meantime, let's value, appreciate

and cherish what we have been given and take

good care of these spaces."” ®

PUT YOUR EDS TOGETHER...

FREE PIZZA
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; OUSA ARCHWAY |12 - 2PM ;

Donate to the OUSA Givealittle campaign on Wednesday and receive a slice or :
: two of delicious pizza. All donations will be given to the New Zealand Red Cross. :
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Baltimore Declares State of Em

» RIOTS TURN VIOLENT AFTER DEATH OF FREDDIE GRAY

ergency

he United States city of Baltimore has

declared a state of emergency in re-

sponse to ongoing riots involving vio-
lent clashes, looting and arson. The riots began
on 18 April after the death of Freddie Gray, an
African American who passed away from inju-
ries sustained during his arrest.

Gray, 25, was placed under arrest for allegedly
carrying an illegal switchblade and died from
spinal cord injuries after falling into a coma.

Cellphone footage of Gray's arrest shows him
being forcibly dragged into a police van while
screaming that he was in pain. Police have said
that Gray's fatal spine injury occurred after
this point, though this claim has been dis-
puted by protesters.

It has been proven that the arresting officers
forced Gray into a van with no seat belt and
failed to provide him with necessary medical
attention that could have saved his life. Gray's
death has been ruled a homicide, and the
six officers involved in his arrest have been

charged with murder and manslaughter.

10 ISSUE 12 critic.co.nz

After Gray's funeral service on 28 April,
protestors began throwing bottles and bricks at
riot police. Shops were looted and vandalised,
and police vehicles were set alight. Around 20
officers have been injured at the hands of citi-
zens, and 250 people have been arrested.

Shortly before the attacks, Maryland Governor
Larry Hogan declared a state of emergency.
Over 5000 National Guard Troopers were sent
to Baltimore "to protect the lives and property
of citizens," Hogan said in a press conference.
Officers are using crowd-control methods
such teargas grenades, rubber bullets and
pepper balls.

The riots have led to Baltimore Mayor Stepha-
nie Rawlings-Blake declaring a city-wide night
curfew from 10pm to Sam. Rawlings-Blake said
in a press conference she is " profoundly disap-
pointed" to see "the violence in our city".

"I'am at a loss for words," said Rawlings-Blake.
"It is idiotic to think that by destroying your city
you're going to make life better for anybody."

BY OLIVER GASKELL

At the

a representative of Gray's family, said the city

same conference, Jason Downs,
of Baltimore “[has] an opportunity in front of
the entire world to show that we can break the

cycle of violence".

"We can be leaders, let us police ourselves. We
cannot give the Baltimore police department
any reason to respond to violence with more
violence," said Downs.

Keystone pharmacy was one of the hundreds
of stores vandalised in the riots. The store's
owner, Dwayne Weaver, told the Baltimore Sun
his "heart sank to the floor" when he found
the pharmacy scattered in glass. Looters had
emptied containers of medication as well as
stealing various products.

"We saw how much we'd invested in the neigh-
bourhood and how much the patients invested
in us .. for me as a business owner, I came back
for the good patients. Those weren't the ones
vandalising the store."

Riot damage is so far estimated at $9 million. ®



‘ » PETITION SPARKS PARLIAMENTARY DISCUSSION

NEWS

ollowing a petition with 12 million

signatures, the European parliament

met on Monday 11 April to discuss
the possibility of banning animal test-
ing throughout Europe.

At the meeting, Stop Vivisection — which
created the petition and is actively against
animal testing — put forward its case for the
EU to permanently ban the practice. The group
called for the European Commission to present
a proposal that did not include animal testing,
claiming it is both scientifically flawed and
ethically wrong.

The group argues that animal testing
hinders potentially more effective alternative
biomedical research methods and is hazardous
to humans and the environment. As of 2011, 11.5
million animals were used for testing across Eu-

rope, with a reduction of half since 2008 accord-
ing to EU data.

The proposal has caused alarm within the
scientific community, which since 2010 has

worked to regulate animal experimentation in

the EU and has already significantly reduced the
amount of animal testing. Researchers fear th
the petition could pressure the European Union t@
scrap the directive which, in their view, could po-
tentially halt research into life-saving medicine
as well as damage the EU's economic prosperity.

Nancy Lee, Senior Policy Adviser at the
Wellcome Trust, a UK-based biomedical research
charity, told the Guardian: "Without the directive,
research using animals would be blocked and
that would have terrible consequences .. New
medicines for Alzheimer's, heart disease, cancer
and other conditions could no longer be tested.
Similarly, new drugs for animals would also
be blocked."

The parliament hearing was organised by
the agriculture commission in association with

Liberia Declared Ebola Free

‘ » NATION DECLARES PUBLIC HOLIDAY IN REMEMBRANCE

BY ANGUS SHAW

the envi ent, industry and petition com-

mittees. Parliament listened to speeches from

. _the initiative's organisers, representatives from

Americans for Medical Advancement (AFMA)
hd mg_ %Iane Society International, as well
the
inner of the Nobel Prize in Physiology

Francoise Barré-Sinoussi,

or(Medicine. .

European citizens' initiatives must be
backed by at least 1 million signers and 7 of the
28 UN member states to be considered by the
European parliament. Initiatives that have suc-
cessfully made it to parliament since 2012 have
included calls for better water supplies and the
use of human embryos in research.

The commission currently has until 3 June
to issue a formal reply outlining whether it will
move forward with legislation to ban animal
testing altogether. ®

n Saturday 9 May the World Health Or-

ganisation (WHO) officially declared Li-

beria free of the Ebola virus. It had been
forty-two days since the last Ebola victim in the
West-African nation was buried.

During the year-long epidemic, there were
4769 probable, confirmed or suspected Ebola
deaths in Liberia alone, according to statistics re-
leased by the WHO. This is more than in any other
country in West Africa.

Symptoms of the disease include vomiting,
diarrhoea, fever, rashes and bleeding. During
the height of the outbreak, between 300 and 400
new cases were reported each week. No hospital
beds were available for the treatment of victims
anywhere in the country.

The Monday following the announcement
was declared a public holiday, and across the
country parades, music and dancing filled the
streets. People waved banners and signs that
said, "Goodbye Ebola", "We will always over-
come" and "Liberia is free".

Despite the celebrations, officials are ac-
knowledging that the relationship between the
people of Liberia and the military (A.F.L.) desper-
ately needs to be repaired.

During the outbreak, West Point, one of the
capital city's most densely populated slums, was
placed under quarantine. The night-time burials
of Ebola victims by their families, as well as vio-
lent mobs attacking and looting Ebola clinics, led
President Sirleaf to announce military isolation
of the area. This trapped tens of thousands of cit-
izens in the West Point area, where the situation
rapidly escalated when the military opened fire
on crowds of protesters.

Sirleaf has since acknowledged that the
quarantine was a mistake. In a speech at Mon-
day's festival, Sirleaf said the same citizens "pro-
tected us in those difficult days when the sirens
were screaming and the telephones were ringing
and people were dying".

During his speech on Armed Forces Day, hu-
man rights lawyer and former Minister of Public

BY AMBER ALLOTT

Works Samuel Kofi Woods urged the military to
mend relations with the citizens of West Point.

"The AF.L. must return to West Point, this
time armed with shovels, diggers, pens, paper,
and engage in community waste management
and sanitation, clean-up exercises, adult literacy,
sporting activities and other initiatives aimed at
restoring the broken relationship."”

The WHO noted in a press release that Ebola
could still travel back to Liberia through its bor-
ders with Guinea and Sierra Leone.

Fear of the disease has re-

sulted in vaccination pro-

grammes being suspended I
and locals avoiding treatment
at clinics for other conditions.
Health experts predict that this

could have long-standing health
consequences  for

of Liberia. ®
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Super-City Gets Super Rates

‘ » "WE JUST DON'T THINK IT'S A GOOD ENOUGH PLAN"

uckland Mayor Len Brown re-

vealed last week that Aucklanders

should expect rates increases as
part of a new budget aimed at tackling trans-
port congestion. The transport levy passed
by the Auckland Council has rates increas-
ing by an average of 9.9 percent through-
out the supercity.

The increase in rates came after central
government refused to support the policy.
The Auckland Council originally intended to
implement either a toll or a petrol tax, both of
which must be legislated through parliament.

However, the government has openly
condemned the policy. Transport Minister

Simon Bridges appeared on The Nation last
week to explain the government's position. He
said: "We just don't think it's a good enough
plan for Auckland and for Aucklanders. It
doesn't actually generally deal with conges-
tion across Auckland in the next thirty years."
According to Bridges, the council's plan to
increase rates does not allow any more spend-
ing on transport. "Over the last three years
they've spent just under 2.5 billion dollars,” he
said. "In the next three years they will spend
about 1.9 billion dollars, that's including about
half a billion from the [transport] levy."
cemented

The rates increases have

public dissatisfaction with Brown. Brown

BY POLITICS EDITOR HENRY NAPIER

had promised to keep rates at a similar level to
the inflation rate, likely to be around 2.2 per-
cent. The mayor has disregarded this election
promise in his new transport policy, which
sees rates increases of up to 12 percent for
some Auckland suburbs.

Auckland Councillor Dick Quax opposes
the council's decision. Appearing on the Paul
Henry Show last week, Quax openly criticised
Brown and the council's transport plan. "Len
[Brown] has got to go back to his original
election promise, which was to cap rates at 2.5
percent," said Quax. ®

UK Labour Party: Worst Result in 28 Years

‘ » LITTLE SAYS RESULT IS "DISAPPOINTING"

n 7 May the UK Labour Party expe-

rienced a dismal defeat at the hands

of the Conservative Party in the gen-
eral election. The party had its worst result in
28 years, winning only 232 of the 650 seats
in parliament.

New Zealand Labour leader Andrew Little
said he was disappointed at the result, follow-
ing his UK visit last month where he met with
Labour leader Ed Miliband. "It's disappointing
from a fellow Labour Party point of view," said
Little, "but there are a whole heap of issues
in that election that I'm not sure I necessar-
ily understand myself."
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The defeat has come as a surprise to La-
bour supporters following a tight race reflected
in pre-election polls. Heading into the election,
the polls suggested Labour would be neck and
neck with the Conservatives, polling at 46 and
45 percent.

Little pointed out that polls were inaccurate
and suggested they likely shaped the result of
the election. "I just think part of the hoodwink
was that these polls were telling us what was
likely to happen and they can't possibly do that
because they're just not detailed enough and
sophisticated enough to pick up what's happen-
ing electorate by electorate,"said Little.

BY HENRY NAPIER

David Clark, Dunedin North MP and Labour
spokesperson for Economic Development, said:
"It is disappointing that the UK Labour Party
hasn't been returned to government after a
long break."

Clark said the New Zealand Labour Party
has close ties to the Australian and UK Labour
parties. "It's interesting for us to see across to
the other side of the world the exercise they're
going through in order to see what we can learn
from it as well."

Miliband resigned the leadership following
the election. ®
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Who Will Replace Key? |

umours of Prime Minister John Key's
potential departure from the leader-
ship were sparked after #ponytailgate
came to life and ended very quickly. However,
almost immediately, speculation flew over who
might rise to the top of the party if the prime

minister were to step down.

‘ » TO BE ORNOT TO BE

Last week, Housing Minister Paula Bennett ap-
peared on TV One's Q+A to plug National's new
housing plan. The same week, Simon Bridges
appeared on TV3's The Nation. The significance
is that both these ministers are a shoe-in to one
day be the National Party leader.

L
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Further rumours had former minister Judith
Collins as a potential suitor; however, this is
extremely unlikely. Collins has very little public
appeal following her blunders last term, notably
her relationship with Cameron Slater, which was
publicised in Dirty Politics. Collins will no doubt
return to a cabinet (or shadow cabinet) position
one day, but to gain the support of the caucus
she would need to prove she could get traction
with voters. That will never happen.

It seems slightly too coincidental that both
Paula Bennett and Simon Bridges would put
their heads up so quickly after being plugged
as the future leaders of National. However,
they both have
it's more than likely this was planned well

important portfolios, so

before #ponytailgate.

As for who could be leader, well, John Key cer-
tainly isn't going anywhere. Pulling ponytails
hasn't hurt him yet. This is undoubtedly a trib-
ute to his strength with voters, and undoubtedly
why everyone was so curious about when he
may be out of the picture. ®

Opinion: New Zealand Becoming a Republic

ver the last few weeks, we have seen

the birth of a royal baby, Prince Harry

visiting our shores and a formal
process to decide whether to change New Zea-
land's flag. In light of these events, it may be
worth considering the state of New Zealand's
constitution and whether we are making a
slow march towards a republic or whether we
will continue as a constitutional monarchy.

The flag change process is reported to cost
around $25 million, so converting to a republic
is likely to cost a great deal more. In that sense,
our current system is the cheaper alternative,
and also one with a proven record of delivering
peaceful democratic outcomes. If the classic
adage "if it ain't broke, don't fix it" applies,
then surely a transition to a republic would
need strong arguments in its favour.

For a start, a republic or aspects of re-

publicanism may better reflect New

Zealand's independent identity in this century.
Having the Queen of England as our head of
state can seem an archaic arrangement, espe-
cially when her power is conventionally con-
strained to a delegation to the governor-gen-
eral, who acts on the advice of cabinet anyway.
Embracing republicanism would be embracing
the future but perhaps not a "new" New Zea-
land; it may simply reflect the constitutional
and political realities of the last few decades.
However, detractors would warn against
abandoning the symbolic representations of
our history as a nation, much like arguments
made in opposition to changing the flag.

Prime Minister John Key's views on New Zea-
land republicanism are well documented. He
is a firm monarchist but believes that a tran-
sition to a republic is inevitable. Labour leader
Andrew Little expressed his views at Waitangi
this year, saying that New Zealand's head of
state should be a New Zealander, perhaps a

BY TIM LINDSAY

president-type figure. He also proposed that a
more extensive form of Maori self-governance
should be explored. Little later said that these
are his personal views, not those of his party.

The current system, based on constitutional
conventions, allows the government to con-
duct its affairs unconstrained by interference
from the executive branch. This mirrors what a
president-style head of state — which is what
we would have if New Zealand were a republic
— would provide.

This begs the question, is constitutional re-
form still only a "personal issue" for New
Zealand citizens and its MPs? Could the flag
change, in fact, be a false-flag operation that
hurries along a transition to republicanism?
These questions will be answered one day,
but, for now, it seems the republicans aren't
banging down the doors of Government House
just yet. ®
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BY MAGNUS WHYTE

world watch
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A football team made up entirely of African
migrants has won promotion from the bottom
tier of Italy's league system. The Koa Bosco
team won a play-off game that put them at the
top of their local championship in the southern
Calabria region. The team was formed in 2013 by
a Catholic priest and is managed and coached
by local Italians.

e GLASGOW, SCOTLAND

A Glasgow man who bet £30,000 on the
Conservatives to win a majority in the general
election has won £210,000. The pensioner
placed the bet 10 days before the vote at
Ladbrokes with odds of seven to one. Many
punters backed a hung parliament and lost
when the Conservatives won a slim majority.

9 SINGAPORE

The prime minister of Singapore has published
code on his Facebook page for the program he
wrote to solve Sudoku puzzles. He revealed the
side project while launching the government's
new technology initiative to encourage people
to code.

Crver the road from Uni Library, 74 Albany 5t - Ph: 477 0598

A Chinese company has paid for 6400 of its
employees to go on a four-day holiday to
France. Tiens Group President Li Jinyuan booked
140 hotels in Paris and more than 4700 rooms
in Cannes and Monaco for their trip. Media

have reported the group is expected to spend
€13 million.

e VIRGINIA, UNITED STATES

A Virginia man accused of robbing a bank
posted two videos and a photo of the incident
to Instagram. Dominyk Antonio Alfonsea
walked into a TowneBank in Virginia Beach and
passed the teller a note to "please" hand over
USS$150,000 in bonds. In an interview, the man
said that asking for money is not a crime.

e MOSUL, IRAQ

The Islamic State has reopened a luxury hotel
for its commanders. The hotel, which has 262
rooms, was closed down last year when IS
seized large parts of the country. Photos posted
online show people cleaning windows, tending
to a garden and painting, while the black flag of
IS can be seen raised over the hotel grounds.
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A Chinese wind chime festival has had to be
cancelled after tourists stole almost all of the
chimes. Trees were decorated with more than
athousand of the musical ornaments, but days
after the festival opened most of them had
been looted by visitors. The festival was due

to last for the whole of May but was forced to
close early.

o OITA, JAPAN

A Japanese zoo has apologised for naming a
baby monkey Charlotte after complaints that

it was disrespectful to the British people. A

zoo official said that the "name was publicly
solicited and Charlotte suddenly became the
most popular choice — with 59 votes out of the
total 853 — after the British baby princess's
name was announced".

o GOLD COAST, AUSTRALIA

Actor Johnny Depp and his wife risk having
their dogs put down after being accused of not
declaring their Yorkshire Terriers to customs
officials when they flew into Queensland by
private jet last month. #WaronTerrier
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“I am not trying to fool anyone because my double will always identify

himself as my double. If singers and comedians do it, why not? I used to send

representatives to events I couldn't attend and the idea of a double emerged
two years ago as a joke."”

A Mexican state politician, Renato Tronco Gomez, is looking for a
body double so he can be in two places at once and cope with his
"many obligations". The contest winner will have to study the way
he speaks and acts; however, engagements like attending the
state legislature and sleeping with his wife will be off limits.

“Never before has our great nation, the United States of America, and our
great state of Nebraska been besieged by sin. I'm sixty-six years old, and
Inever thought that I would see the day in which our great nation and our
great state of Nebraska would become so compliant to the complicity of some
people’s lewd behaviour."” —

A Nebraska woman, Sylvia Driskell, has attempted to have
homosexuality legally defined as a "sin", but her court case has been
thrown out. Federal judge, John Gerrard, found that her claim could
not be decided by the court, saying: “The court may decide what is
lawful, not what is sinful.”

“"We call on North Korea to refrain from actions that further raise tensions
in the region and focus instead on taking concrete steps toward fulfilling its
international commitments and obligations."”

- US State Department official North Korea has announced that
it successfully launched an underwater ballistic missile froma
submarine, raising concerns about its military capabilities and
raising tension in the region. The North Korean state media agency
said that the test "proved and confirmed that the ballistic missile
from the submarine met the requirements of the latest military
science and technology".

“They drove into a thoroughfare 500m away. They parked the car and fondled
him to get an erection. His penis could not get erect. Then they forced him to
drink an unknown substance from a bottle. This got him aroused quickly even
though he was still scared and didn't want to have sex."

- Constable Mncedi Mbombo. A South African man was allegedly
taken hostage by three women in a black BMW and then sexually
assaulted by his captors. Every time the man came, the women put
the semen inside different vials and stored them in a cooler box.
After the ordeal, they abandoned the man on the side of the road.

“Why hasn't anyone said, ‘Fuck, yeah, the guy is dead!' Because everyone
is scared. Everyone is afraid that if they say something like that, they might
get into trouble.”

- Amos Yee. A 16-year-old Singaporean man has been jailed for
celebrating the death of the country's former prime minister, Lee
Kuan Yew. Yee appeared in court in shackles and pleaded not guilty
to the two charges of spreading obscene images and offending a
religious group. Yee compared the former prime minister to Mao
Zedong, Adolf Hitler and Joseph Stalin.
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Einstein’'s brain

Researchers have found out that it
was 15% wider than normal.

More of it is printed in a year than real
money throughout the world.

More than 1000

Number of chemicals in a cup
of coffee.

of the bones in your body are in
your feet.

orgasms a week can reduce a man's
chances of getting prostate cancer.

Camels

Number of ways to make change for
a dollar.
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Tacklmg Homophobla

recent multinational study has
confirmed what we all knew any-
way — that there is still a massive
problem with homophobic behaviour in sports.
Australians are leading the way in tackling this
issue, and there are calls for New Zealand to

follow suit.

The Australian Sports Commission has spon-

sored the Anti-Homophobia and Inclusion

Framework for Australian Sports, which has
been embraced by all of the governing bod-
ies of the top Australian sports leagues. The

framework aims to "ensure the eradication :

from sport of all forms of homophobia, includ-

ing discrimination, harassment and bullying :
towards gay, lesbian and bisexual people” and :
recommends a code of conduct and a variety :

of measures for sportspeople not adhering to
its guidelines.

Several players have recently run into trouble

under these new rules, most notably new
Warriors signing Isaac Luke, who was fined :

$10,000 for an angry Instagram rant where he
called a group of trolling Bulldogs fans "pooft-

ers" among various egregious grammatical :

errors. He has deleted the post. Luke was stick-
ing up for a Rabbitohs fan who was beaten up

during the game, but he also has the Instagram

name of "bullylukel4", which sends quite the
mixed message.
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BY SPORTS EDITOR DANIEL LORMANS

In a more serious incident, Waratahs flanker
Jacques Potgieter was also fined $10,000 after
several on-field incidents of sledging players

[

by calling them ots" in a game against
the Brumbies. David Pocock, an official am-
bassador of the anti-homophobia framework,
complained to the referee, which led to Potgi-
eter's penalty and his inevitable grovelling for

forgiveness on social media.

Potgieter had previously completed the ARU

"Integrity Training" and has since undergone
additional "awareness training” as part of his
disciplinary process. Pocock congratulated
him for owning up and doing his bit to make
amends when he helped at training with the
Sydney Convicts — an inclusive and openly

gay local rugby team.

¢ Unfortunately, Pocock copped some flak for

"not addressing the issue privately", with some

conservative media saying it "set a dangerous
precedent" and a former player suggesting that
his outspoken stance has ruined his chances of
captaining the Wallabies again — something
that coach Michael Cheika quickly rubbished.

An incident a bit closer to home came during
the Highlanders vs. Sharks game in Dunedin
a few weeks ago when veteran play-by-play
man Tony Johnson made a crude remark about
: Olympic gold medallist Bruce Jenner over his
recent "“coming-out” as transgender when
the camera focused on some lads in the Zoo

: wearing dresses.

You could give the goofy commentator a pass
for an attempt to include a topical pop-culture
reference, but it does highlight the default
attitude that many people have which is to
make a joke of these situations rather than
. treating them as the important social issues
that they are. While the issues of gender and
sexual preference shouldn't be conflated,
it is interesting to note that the Australian




anti-homophobia framework does not spe-
cifically mention transgender people in its
mission statement.

Homophobic discrimination is a worldwide
problem and is arguably even more systemic
elsewhere than in Australia and New Zealand.
In 2014, American football player Michael
Sam became the first openly gay player to be
drafted into the NFL when he was signed by
the Missouri Rams. Sam courted a lot of unnec-
essary controversy for kissing his boyfriend
during a live interview. A gay kiss and an in-
terracial gay kiss as well, caused many heads
to explode in the more conservative and se-
cessionist-minded areas of the United States.
No surprises that the notoriously homophobic
Westboro Baptist Church staged a protest at an
event attended by Sam.

Despite the initial positives of this story, Sam
ended up being dropped from the Rams before
being picked up and then dropped again by the
Dallas Cowboys — all without playing a regular
season game. He went on to appear on Dancing
with the Stars. We don't know whether Sam's
public coming out had anything to do with
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him being cut. Maybe the teams felt the PR
and internal politics would be easier to han-
dle without having an openly gay player or
maybe he just didn't make the grade — despite
being named best defensive end in the 2013
All-American College team. You can decide for
yourself what really happened.

A BBC survey of 3000 18 to 29-year-olds
found that 49 percent of young people think
it is acceptable to use the term "“that's so gay"
in the context of referring to something neg-
ative. This is not dissimilar to what Luke and
Potgieter said, and is possibly even worse
as it is not targeted at a specific person but is
rather a broad-brush defamation of a large
part of society.

mum O 8 Feies

STOP USING "THATS 50 GAY" AS AN
INSULT THIS 1S 2015 IT DOESNT EVEN
MAKE ANY SENSE

ﬁ--ﬂrm- Ok Fetew

if this Kid behind me dogsnt $1op saying
“thats so gay” im gonna kick him in the balls
50 hard he See's rainbows

Luke and Potgieter were made examples
of to help fix the problem by first admitting
that there is a problem. However, it should be
noted that (unlike in New Zealand) same-sex
marriage is still outlawed in Australia despite
several attempts to pass positive legislation
in this area over recent years. Can you take
the anti-homophobia framework as seriously
when this is taken into account?

Unfortunately, attitudes in sport (or in
schools, the military, corporations) reflect
society as a whole. Although great progress
has been made on equality and acceptance
of the LGBT community, the world has still
not ridden itself of other entrenched racial
and gender discrimination.

Professional athletes are highly influential role
models, and initiatives like the anti-homopho-
bia framework introduced in Australia should
go a long way to help tackle this problem. The
sportsfield is an ideal place to take another
positive step on the road to equality. ©
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My first taste of Dunedin nightlife started like this: While I was
waiting in line outside the Cook, a group of boys in a Toyota
Starlet tore past me and yelled, "0i, faggot, did you borrow those
jeans from your sister?" at me. I tried to laugh it off. But really I
felt like crying, going home, curling up in the foetal position and
never leaving my bed. However, suggesting “fake it till ya make
it" wasn't going to work this time. They had ruined my night.

The word "faggot" is incredibly powerful. If you've never been
in a position where it's being yelled at you because you're not
straight, it'd be hard to understand the sickening combination
of emotions it elicits. A little history lesson: the word faggot re-
fers to a bunch of sticks that have been tied together. Back in
the progressive and enlightened era of history known as the
Dark Ages when witches were burnt at the stake, those found
guilty of homosexuality were viewed as unworthy even of this
treatment. They were tossed into the base of the fire, in among
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the "faggots" used to start the inferno. Considering the word's
origins, you can understand it's akin to being told your mere ex-
istence is an abomination.

With three years in Dunedin under my belt, my reaction to the
same treatment is different. I'll usually turn up my headphones
and pretend I never heard it. While it's great that I no longer let
someone who wears a substantial amount of Monster Energy
apparel get me down, it's not because I'm now any less inse-
cure — it's quite the opposite. T had to learn to filter out the abuse
in order to get by. Just like we all have to wear warm clothes to
walk anywhere in Dunedin's chilly climate, if you're like me, you
simply have to chuck on a healthy layer of "don't give a fuck"
before leaving the house, especially at night.

Meeting me for the first time, you'd probably guess I'm gay. The
way I speak, dress and act leads most people to rapidly make
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conclusions. Dunedin's queer community is diverse; not every-
one lives up the stereotypes as valiantly as I do. People identi-
fy with a ton of different genders and sexualities, and each has
their own unique experience. "Straight-acting" gay friends have
informed me they rarely get noticed, while more conspicuously
queer pals have told me they get treated with similar abuse.

Heading to town on average Saturday night, I might get called
a faggot around fifteen times: from cars, by bouncers, from
strangers walking past, from anywhere. Standing in a fast-food

line, for example, I've been told "don't stand behind me, faggot, I
know what you're trying to do". Well, that's how a queue works,
buddy. Walking down George Street on the way home, countless
times I've been asked "the fuck you looking at?", accompanied
by that chest-thrust drunk idiots do to try to look intimidating.

Back in Wellington, anyone could skip down Courtney Place at
three in the morning, draped naked in a rainbow flag and loudly
singing show-tunes, and few would look twice. Okay, that's an
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exaggeration, but on a night out in the capital, homophobic be-
haviour is rarely tolerated. You'd think that Dunedin, which has
a similarly young, vibrant and educated demographic, would
swing the same way.

Homophobia isn't exactly in fashion any longer. Those secretly
clinging onto their bigotry only admit "between the bros" that
they're "not all good" about "the whole gay thing". A friend of
mine told me about a conversation with some such guys she's
a friend of. "I don't have a problem with gays, I'm not homopho-
bic," they told her. "I just
don't like it being shoved
down my throat." Hav-
ing a problem with see-
ing evidence of homo-
sexuality's existence
(especially given that a
barrage of heterosex-
uality is shoved down
everyone's throat on a
daily basis) does make
you the very defini-
tion of "homophobic".

We try to deny that big-
otry exist nowadays;
we all like to think we're
far more open-minded
than any previous gen-
erations — you can be
whoever you want to be.
It's as though by virtue of
having a gay hairdresser
you get along with and
sharing a picture of Neil
Patrick Harris' family to
Facebook with the caption "love doesn't have a gender <3", we
think we've immediately cured ourselves of all our prejudice.
Drunken people at parties will tell me, "Mate, just wanted to let
you know that I'm okay with who you are, okay?"

The fact that some people happen to like people who aren't of
the opposite sex has absolutely no bearing upon anyone's life
but their own. None whatsoever. If the idea that I've sucked
someone's dick actually bothers you, then there is something



wrong with you. It's a massive waste of time and energy to let
someone else's private life bother you.

It's impossible to say which of Dunedin's myriad of demograph-
ic eccentricities have a role in this phenomenon, and — having
only borne witness to its effects without spending a particular-
ly large amount of time with its perpetrators — I don't want to
speculate on what causes it. Clearly there is something in this
city that causes an intelligent population to lag behind the rest
of the country in this respect.

No child is born a homophobe — this unfortunate personali-
ty trait is one that's been passed onto us by older people des-
perately clinging to the days of cheap petrol and casual racism.
We're going to be alive for much longer than they are, so why
are any of us keeping a hold of their hand-me-down opinions?
Surely we'd all rather live in a world so accepting that we'd nev-
er have to worry about our kids getting bullied at school, no
matter how different from heteronormative society they turned
out to be?

Imagine the little queer kid who's moved here from a small town
in Southland, expecting this to be a place where they can finally
express their own identity, only to clamber back into their shell
after finding themselves the target of a tirade of abuse. A mid-
dle-aged man approached me at my retail job and confided in
me that he'd just left his heterosexual wife of 25 years and was
"absolutely terrified of coming out in this city". He isn't living
the happy and fulfilled life he could be because of a culture we
should be ashamed of.

So please, I beg of you, if you agree with me, don't be afraid to
stand up for what's right. If your pals think it'd be a crack-up to
throw their half-finished frozen Coke out the car window at that
kid in the Docs, please stop them. Trust me, you'd probably stop
that kid's night from being ruined, and confronting your friends
with the utter douche-baggery of their almost-actions may
just be the catalyst that causes some positive change within
them. Dunedin is sometimes a really hard place to be different,
but even the smallest acts of kindness or tolerance can change
someone's day for the better. Hopefully, if we all keep at it, this
city will change for the better as well
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BEYOND the

BINAKYEW Lydia Adams

With recent headlines hailin% Bruce Jenner’'s interview
h

as an “Ellen”

moment for

e trans* community, we

take this opportunity to educate and explore the world

few weeks ago Bruce
Jenner, a former
Olympian and present
member of the Kar-
dashian clan, revealed
o the world that she is
trans*. Since her announcement, the
trans* rights movement has been
gaining momentum the world over,
and people everywhere have been
taking the initiative to educate them-
selves regarding gender, sexuality
and identity.

In an ideal world, sex education during
intermediate and high school years
would involve a well-rounded and
all-encompassing view of genders
and sexualities. Recently, it was
reported that an "abstinence-only"
high school in West Texas had suffered
an outbreak of chlamydia. This event
could have easily been avoided. In her
interview with Diane Sawyer, Jenner
had to remind her — after several
confused questions — that gender and
sexuality are two completely separate
concepts, "like apples and oranges”,
she said.

Asrevealed in Statistics NZ's Gender
Identity report, there is little popu-
lation information based on sexual
orientation or gender identity in New

of sexuality and gender.

Zealand. In 2007, a national youth
health and wellbeing survey of 9000
secondary school students (aged
13-18 years) found that 92 percent
reported being exclusively sexually
attracted to the opposite sex, four per-
cent reported being sexually attracted
to the same sex or both sexes, and
four percent reported being either at-
tracted to neither sex or being unsure
of their sexual orientation.

Currently, there are at least nine
trans* New Zealanders in prison — 0.1
percent of the total prison popula-
tion. Under previous Department of
Corrections policy, only those trans*
people who have undergone gender
reassignment surgery are placed in
the prison of their identified gender.
A revised policy has recently been
approved which entitles eligible pris-
oners who have amended their birth
record (to change their given sex) to
be placed in the prison of their true
gender. If an eligible trans* prisoner
has not amended their birth record,
they may apply to the chief executive
of the Department of Corrections for
placement in accordance with their
identified gender.

This has been a big year for
trans* awareness. Laverne Cox is

[

a transwoman and star of the televi-
sion show Orange is the New Black,
and she graced the cover of Time this
year. American President Barack
Obama used the word “transgender"
in his State of the Union address,
becoming the first ever president to
do so. While the trans* rights move-
ment has made obvious progress,
there is still a long way to go. Rates of
both homicide and suicide among the
trans* community remain high, with
recent estimates from the American
Foundation for Suicide Prevention
stating that around 41 percent of
trans* youth will attempt suicide at
least once in their lifetime.

Before getting into too much depth,

a few definitions might be of use.
These are not the exclusive and single
definition of each term,; they are in-
terpretations designed to help clarify
meanings of words and phrases.

Sex: the body you are born
with (e.g. male, female, inter-
sex), aka what you assume is
in someone's pants.

Gender: the social role you are as-
signed — usually based on biology
(e.g. man, woman, none), aka what
the pants are made of.




Gender identity: the socialrole
you desire (e.g. masculine, femi-
nine, androgynous, none), aka what
the pants are made of and how they
are accessorised.

Sexual orientation: what you
desire in your partner(s), aka what
the person in the pants wants to do
with at least one other person while
the pants are off.

Each of the above exists on a spec-
trum that ranges from one extreme
to another.

The words "sex" and "gender" are
often used interchangeably, but many
linguists and sociologists would argue
that their usage is, in fact, rather
distinct. A person's sex refers to their
biological and physiological traits,
whereas a person's gender refers to
their behaviours, roles, expectations
and activities within society.

Kate Bornstein, an American au-
thor, performance artist and gender
theorist, is well known among the
LGBTQ community. In one of her
works, "Gender Outlaws: The Next
Generation", she says: "Instead of
saying that all gender is this or all
gender is that, let's recognize that the

word gender has scores of meanings
built into it. It's an amalgamation of
bodies, identities, and life experienc-
es, subconscious urges, sensations,
and behaviors, some of which develop
organically, and others which are
shaped by language and culture. In-
stead of saying that gender is any one
single thing, let's start describing it as
an holistic experience."

As suggested by Bornstein in describ-
ing gender as a holistic experience,
gender identity cannot be used to
predict a person's sexual orientation.
If a person expresses themselves in a
more feminine fashion, accessorises
their pants with a "femme flair", you
could say — how on Earth does that
tell you anything about their sexuali-
ty? Simply put, it doesn't!

Heteronormativity is the belief that,
in basic terms, anyone and every-
one you meet in life is heterosexual
and cisgender, until proven other-
wise. Heteronormative behaviour is,
regrettably, very commonplace. It is
because of this that anyone who iden-
tifies themselves as being outside the
cis- and hetero-demographic must
go through a "coming out" process, in
which they "reveal their true selves"
to friends and family members.

@
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If one individual has to announce their
sexuality and/or gender to the world,
why doesn't everyone?

"It's just a phase." "You'll get over it."
"Why have you chosen this lifestyle?"
"That's unnatural." Loved ones hear-
ing for the first time that their friend/
family/associate is not of the cis- or
hetero-denomination have used all
of these phrases time and time again,
without thinking for a second about
the hurt they are causing. "It's easy to
fictionalize an issue when you're not
aware of the many ways in which you
are privileged by it," says Bornstein.

N.B. People who do not respect your
choices are not good people to keep in
your life.

Everyone spends time reflecting
upon their own sexual identity and
behaviours, and it can be during these
periods of self-reflection that individ-
uals come to find that perhaps they
don't quite fit into the pre-existing
metaphorical box they thought they
did. The problem with any identity
shift is fear of change. By nature, when
we attach ourselves to a concept,

we fear changing it. This can be for a
number of reasons: fear of rejection,
worrying about "betraying" others
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in your community, fear of abandoning the
familiar (and the list goes on).

According to Statistics New Zealand and the
Gender Identity report published in July of last
year, New Zealand does not have a standard
definition of gender identity. The report itself
drew on the Yogyakarta principles, which
were developed by international human
rights experts in 2007 to act as a guide for
applying international human rights laws
and standards to gender identity and sexual
orientation issues. Statistics NZ also wrote
about the concept of gender identity as being
"dynamic, with the terms in vogue and their
meanings changing over time". The report
was written as a semi-proposal for changes
to be made to the next New Zealand Census,
as currently Section 24 of the Statistics Act
explicitly states that Statistics NZ should
obtain data regarding sex rather than

gender identity.

want it to.

In 2004, the Human Rights Commission
reported on the status of human rights in New
Zealand and found that trans*, non-binary
and intersex people (in this country) face dis-
crimination in several aspects of their lives.
The Human Rights Act 1993 outlaws discrim-
ination on the grounds of sexual orientation
and gender identity, yet some examples of
inequity are still reported (for example, the
New Zealand Blood Service defers any man

Agender: Someone who identifies and/or feels like
they have no gender.

Bigender: Someone who identifies and/or feels like
they simultaneously, or consecutively, have two gen-
ders.

Cisgender: Someone who identifies as the gender
they were assigned at birth.

Genderfluid: A gender identity that changes with
time, circumstance and/or situation.

Genderqueer: An umbrella term for anyone who
identifies as anything outside the "gender binary" of
masculine or feminine (also known as non-binary).

Intergender: Someone who identifies as being be-
tween genders, or a combination of genders.

imagemnaljpmc and Jordwilli3mson CC 2.0 »

who has engaged in any type of intercourse
with another man in the past twelve months
from donating blood, regardless of whether or
not they used protection).

There's no wrong way to be "gay" or "straight"
or any other sexual orientation. Perhaps a
person who identifies as lesbian also finds
themselves very attracted to certain men —
does that make them bisexual? Only if they

A person's gender can change over their
lifetime. Gender identities vary greatly, and
not all people fit into pre-existing catego-
ries. Everyone defines their orientations and
identities differently, and each individual's
personal definition should be respected. In
the words of the ever-brilliant Kate Bornstein,
"Let's stop pretending that we have all the
answers, because when it comes to gender,
none of us is fucking omniscient.”

* Trans is an umbrella term used to be more
inclusive of various communities and indi-
viduals with non-binary gender identities
and/expressions. It is used by some individu-
als as an identity to describe just themselves,
(e.g. "Tidentify as trans
ble that someone who holds an identity that
falls under the trans* umbrella to not identify
with the term.

'-!"F'iﬂ':?‘!f
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), but it is also possi-

Pangender: Someone who identifies with many
gender expressions.

Polygender: Someone who identifies as being more
than one or a combination of genders.

Trans* An umbrella term for anyone who iden-
tifies as anything under a non-binary gender,
or is transgender.

Transgender: Someone who identifies with a differ-
ent gender than the one they were assigned at birth.
When an individual identifies and/or feels as though
they were born with the wrong-sex body and attempts
to correct this, they are transsexual.

Trigender: Someone who identifies as neither male
nor female, but not androgynous, and thus constructs
their own gender OR someone who identifies and/or
feels like they simultaneously, or consecutively, have
three genders.

,, Py
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For additional resources go to
: outline.org.nz (688 54630 or
genderbridge.org (0800 844 357).
To get involved, contact OUSA
Queer Support at
03 489 5445, 021147 4636 or
g.support@ousa.org.nz
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Allosexual: Someone who experiences
sexual attraction.

Asexual: Someone who does not experience sexual
attraction, or experiences such a low level of sexual
attraction they do not consider it notable. N.B. Asexu-
ality is not celibacy, and — as with all gender/sexuali-
ty-associated concepts — it exists on a spectrum.

Bisexual: Someone who is emotionally and/or sex-
ually attracted to two genders.

Demisexual: Someone who does not experience
sexual attraction until they form a strong emotional
connection with someone.

Heterosexual: Someone who is sexually attracted
to people of the "opposing" sex/gender (i.e. female/
woman attracted to male/man and vice versa).

Homosexual: Someone who is sexually attracted to
people of the same gender or same sex.
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Omnisexual: Someone who feels equal levels
of emotional and/or sexual attraction to anyone,
regardless of gender.

Pansexual: Someone who feels emotionally and/or
sexually attracted to anyone of any gender; attraction
is based on an individual's personality.

Polysexual: Someone who is attracted to several, but
not all, gender(s).

Pomosexual: Someone who does not wish
their sexuality to be placed into pre-existing/
conventional categories.

Skoliosexual: Someone who is sexually attracted to
non-binary identified individuals.

Spectrasexual: Someone who is sexually attracted
to people who identify themselves on a spectrum of
genders and/or sexes.
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ever planned on even saying it aloud. I
was afraid of rejection from friends and
embarrassing my family. In hindsight,
there was nothing to fear, just wasted
quality Tinder time.

I discovered my sexuality when I got
fanny flutter for a female. A friend who
still has no idea I liked them. They were
upset their boyfriend dumped them ... I
was so happy.

Inever understood my feelings fully un-
tilI was exposed to others who were gay

around them made me feel super com-
fortable with the idea that I was most
likely gay. I say most likely because at

19 Istill hadn't been with a boy. I wasn't
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going to knock it till I tried it, so jumped
on board and quickly thought the whole
thing was overrated. But then .. I kissed
a girl and I liked it. It turned out they
were gay, so we "watched a movie" then
[ turned into a bunny rabbit!

What gave me the courage to come
out? My little brother. He came out
while at an all-boys boarding school. I
remember being pretty restless during
lectures while he was at school after
people found out. I was scared for him
and would park outside his school ready
to help him if he needed help. But it re-
ally wasn't necessary because all his
friends and teachers were so supportive!
Other boys even shared their sexuality
with him, and his friends had a peti-
tion signed so he could take a boy to
formal. He became a role model. Espe-
cially to me.

Without my little brother, I'd probably
still be trying to play the straight card.
Thanks, dude, xo.
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To anyone considering coming out, do it.
Once you do, you hit an emotional state
pretty quickly where you're past caring
what anyone thinks, and it feels freakin'
good. Be humorous and proud of your
sexuality. Tell a handful of friends you
trust. People might ask "“is Carol gay!?"
Your closest friends will naturally de-
fend you and tell them to back off!

Ask your mates not to be defensive, to
smile about it and say "YEA, she is su-
per gay! Cool, ae?" Don't make it a big
deal and it won't be a big deal. Keep
being you and you will be known just
for you.

Also, get Tinder — even if you don't
want a "relationship”, lesbians are qual-
ity friends. You can relate to each other,
hang out and use the money you saved
from contraception to buy a cat.

Rosie
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t my single-sex high school, it
was tough for a while, as girls

. worked under the false presump-
tion that I fancied every woman who

walked past. As I got older, that faded

- away as people realised that I couldn't
| care less what they thought about my

sexual preferences.

My second coming out as genderqueer
was much harder. My family don't
know. I'm still in that process of ac-
ceptance and exploration. I think a lot

Iam bi. It still feels weird to say that
. N after being in the closet for so long,
. but there you go. I first came out a
Wl couple of months ago after a floor BYO.
I made a joke about how I liked girls
when walking back to my hall with a
| group of friends. One of my friends took

1 me aside and asked me if I was serious,
¥ and that was it. Kind of anticlimatic,

but I didn't stop smiling for the rest of
the night. When I got back to my room, I
cried because I was so happy. It sounds
cliché, but it really did feel like a mas-
sive weight off my chest. I've come out
about eight times now (twice while so-
ber! apparently drunk me really wants
people to know I'm not straight) and I
haven't had a single negative reaction.
A couple of my friends even want to
take me to a gay bar.

I still haven't told my family though;
I'm kind of hoping one of them will see
this article to save an awkward conver-
sation. [ know they'd take it really well
though — and a shout out to my Dad
for always asking if I had a girlfriend
whenever he asked about boyfriends!
To be honest, I always just thought I'd

& call home, like, "Mum! Dad! I've got a
| girlfriend!" when I was planning this

in high school, but I haven't had much

¢ luck on the girlfriend (or boyfriend)

front yet.

of me is still afraid as transphobia is
so much more rampant than any ho-
mophobia I've experienced. If I leave
the house dressed as a man, [ am con-
stantly watching my back, on edge and
afraid, trying to avoid being noticed.
But I also feel more free than I ever do
in high heels and a skirt.

You'd think that gender would be eas-
ier than sexuality, but it isn't; sexuality
is all happening behind closed doors,
but gender is constantly on display for

High school was pretty shit. I went to a
local school which was quite religious,
and I think there was one girl in the
whole year group who was out. One
of the teachers who everyone loved
was really strongly against same-sex
marriage because of his religion, so
I'd avoid him as much as I could. I was
just ashamed about not being straight
and was kind of scared that he'd know I
was one of "The Gays" if I talked to him
for too long. None of the students ever
did anything which was actually fully
homophobic, but there were a lot of lit-
tle things. "Dyke" was the go-to insult,
and things weren't just uncool — they
were "like, super gay". I can remember
dropping PE as soon as I could because
I was terrified that someone would ac-
cuse me of perving on them (not that I
ever did) and ask me if I was gay.

I might have made this sound like I
always knew [ was bi and was just
waiting to get to university so I could
out myself while drunk, but that isn't
true at all. I first realised that I wasn't
straight when I was around 13 or 14,
and I only figured out I was bi last year,
when I'was 17. This meant that for most
of high schoolIreally had no idea about
a pretty important part of my identity.
A lot of that came from not know-
ing other sexualities even existed. It
wasn't until I was sixteen that Irealised
there were sexualities out there other

@
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people to judge and make assumptions
about. I don't want to have to hide out
of fear, but the news is always full of
horror stories of the abuse of transgen-
der people worldwide and sometimes
it's easier to live the lie of cisgender.

Rachel
XXX

than straight or gay. Finally something
fit. I actually marked the date in my
diary as the first time I stopped feeling
so shit about my sexuality because I
discovered that there really are other
options out there. i

To be honest, I am still angry about
this. 1 felt like shit about myself for
years because of something it would &
have taken ten minutes to skim over

in health class. For fuck's sake, tell kids

that these labels exist! They can Google

it at home if you don't feel comfortable

explaining gender and sexuality to a

couple of fourteen year olds, but please

just tell them that there is more than

straight or gay, or man or woman. Tell

kids that they don't have to feel just

one way or the other. The depression

and suicide rates are so much higher

for LGBTQA teens than straight teens,

and this is a part of it. Yes, there's gay

pride, and gay characters on TV, and :
openly gay celebrities but that's it.

There is nothing for the asexual kids, or

the trans kids, or the bi kids.

We exist, and we need this representa-
tion and acceptance as well.

Jenny
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though, I just cracked up laughing! "Mum,  the most. Unless you are asked (or display I’Iﬁ‘-}{xﬁ
I just like a quy!" This stopped her short. your sexuality openly somehow like I do L:'r’ﬁ@j{'r

turned up at uni happily "out" to every- And my mother being the woman she in pretty much everything I do), then the :ggﬁ;ﬁ

one I knew, so I've not seen any need is just goes, "Are you sure you're not just majority of students aren't going to either == at'r‘
to hide my identity since I've been here.  NICE, remember your grandfather, he was know or care. The University of Otago is 2 G
w5 1 take pride in who I am, which is why nice but he got depressed near the end .." largely a heteronormative environment, ¥
I we use the term "pride" so often. Telling "“NO, MUM, I'm just gay! Well, and nice, but  that is to say that being “straight"” is the
my friends was a daunting task, but I've  still gay." The only other thing she had to norm. But there is also this awesomely :.'
A primarily had friends in artistic circles say on the matter is this: "Well, I'm sure surreal openness about campus as well. i,
4 for years, but it was telling my parents you'llfit into whatever kind of relationship ~ The acceptance we all secretly crave.
2574 that filled me with dread. It took me five  you like." Mum, I for one hope so, other-  Parties, SPACE, social causes and get-to- 2RI
; ’:ﬁ months to work up the courage to tell my  wise it's not much of a relationship. Being  gethers bring the "community" together
: : ;:F-:: mum. We spend so much time focusing yourself is nothing to fear, and in my view  and allow us the freedom of expression .
; j‘%ﬂ on the negative possibilities that we get true friends and family will stick by you. that is dampened elsewhere. Sure, cam- 3
' %i caught in this cycle of fear that we engi- As for the others, if there are any at all, pus can be intimidating at times, and we i

: {1-‘:‘ neer ourselves. "What if .." is the worst thenit's purely their loss! may not always feel comfortable at the :
PETRTER : T,
HR thing we can do to ourselves and has the major events, but we have each other. &

£
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potential to make you very unhealthy. I ~ College, university. A time to experiment The support network at uni is great, and :
can attest to that. and get to know yourself, really dis- you should make use of it. University is a &
cover yourself. Let's face it, if you're not
“straight-acting”, "discreet”, "downlow" I arya
(the terms go on ..) — basically if youre make the most of your time here. Ignore ?'r i
comfortable with yourself — chances are the little insecurities of others who are still 2%
f’ thought I was getting depressed, so you'll feel excluded from the rest of the trying to figure out who they are — they'll 3'1‘
8 one day when I was home and we were student body to some degree. It's anironic  get there eventually. i
watching a movie on TV she turns to me  truth. When you're comfortable with who ;
during the ad break and just goes "What's  you are, it's other people that make you Be yourself,
wrong?"... I tell you, all that stuff they say  feel uncomfortable. University is great in

about having psychic powers is proba- that the academic approach means that George

& bly true .. When she started her wee rant  your intellect and mind are what matter

B A R v R i s
Critic, that's with a 'th' at the end, yes, [ know, that you don't bother with
it's very odd, oh and by the way, I like = when you're attracted to people. It just 3

5 I 've been fairly open about my sexual-  all genders”, so I'm not sure that a lot  doesn't come into the picture as a rel- &
i B ity for the last year or so, though I'm  of people in my classes know. Whichis  evant detail. Some people have stron- ;
| not out to all my family. My high school ~ something I'm torn on. I don't want it ger preferences for certain genders, g
:" was quite open about this kind of thing,  to be a big deal where I sit down allmy  and that's totally valid. You can be pan @ ,
and a lot of the students were queer in  new friends and explain pansexuality — but mostly attracted to men, or very :
one way or another. I've found uni to  in depth, but it would be nice to know rarely attracted to non-binary people, §
be pretty much the same, though the that people know. A lot of my friends or whatever! The most important thing '
lecturers sometimes still have heteroas  from high school are at uni with me, to keep in mind with labels is that you
their mental default, which is to be ex-  and obviously they know. make them fit you. They aren't a box
5 pected, I guess. The other day in a song- you have to squeeze yourself into, they 3
# writing lecture, the lecturer stressed I have had some really good guesses are something that helps other people '
f that love songs are gender specific, on what pansexuality is. One guy I was  understand who you are.
and if the singer is a different gender to  talking to at a gig — I did the whole talk
7% the writer, they have to switch the pro-  on how sexuality isn't a binary, it's a  Lots of Love,
% nouns around so it makes sense. I was spectrum, etc, and he replied with "“So
sitting there laughing because I had it's like bisexuality, but you like ob-  Aelyth
just submitted a love song about a girl, jects?" Thatis the point where I gave up.
with mention to my previously having a

.: thing with a guy. Pansexuality makes more sense if you
i understand that gender is more than
I don't like my sexuality being part just boy or gitl, there's a whole bunch
of my introduction. I don't meet peo-  of people who fit in between those two
ple and say "Hi, my name's Aelyth, no  parameters. Basically being pan means
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» DUNEDIN PUBLIC ART GALLERY |28 MAR 2015 — 9 AUG 2015

n symbolic flashes of red, white and blue,

Private Utopia spreads across the first

floor of the Dunedin Public Art Gallery,
providing an extensive, in parts overwhelm-
ing, display of British contemporary art.
Given its scale and diversity of subjects and
form, wandering through the show involves
encounters with conflicting themes — some-
times so contrasting that certain works seem
to be linked only by their presence in the Brit-
ish Council Collection.

As accompanying text explains, five threads
run through the displayed artists' practices:
"storytelling and narrative, humour and the
uncanny in the everyday, real and imagined
landscapes, identity and society, and the ap-
propriation of styles, subjects and ready-made
materials". These threads tie together to create
a "highly anticipated 20-year snapshot of
contemporary British art". The Dunedin Public
Art Gallery is the only Australasian institution
to exhibit Private Utopia, which makes the
show that much more significant. While it is a
lot to take in, by taking small steps and focus-
ing on segments of the show (as the wall texts
suggest you do), the experience becomes far
more engaging.

Among the 80-plus artworks by 28 British
artists is an enticing slither of works titled
Myself/Yourself. The works in this segment
of the show are by Tracy Emin, Sarah Lucas,
Gary Hume (shown in another part of the gal-
lery) and Haroon Mirza. Linked by questions of
identity, these works explore the artists' inter-
pretation of the self. The qualities that make
up identity are sometimes exaggerated or
deliberately simplified (particularly in Hume's
works) and do not necessarily reflect the art-
ists' true selves but rather ideas of who and

what they represent.

Hume's works feature simplified forms, pre-
dominantly human figures, sometimes con-
structed with just two or three colours. Mirza's
combined sculptural, sound and video work
features a string of red lights overfilling an
open box, a figurine swirling on a turntable
and a television depicting a man expertly and
musically using his knives at a street-food
stand. But it is the works of Lucas and Emin
that, for me, are particularly striking by them-
selves and in their interaction with each other.

Sarah Lucas was born in London in 1962, and
Tracy Emin was born one year later, also in
London. The artists are connected not only by
location but also by their friendship and ex-
plorations of the body as a central subject in
much of their art. In 1993 they even made and
sold work from a shop on Bethnal Green Road
in East London together. Their connectedness
and the power of their works when displayed

DUNEDIN PUBLIC ART GALLERY
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REVIEWED BY LOULOU CALLISTER-BAKER

DAVID SHRIGLEY

I'm Dead 2010

Mixed Media. British Council Collection.

Image courtesy Kelvingrove Art Gallery and Museum
' ©The Artist

together remind me too of the Hocken's cur-
rent show featuring works by Cilla McQueen
and Joanna Margaret Paul.

Lucas' work in this exhibition includes a selec-
tion of photos of her, often confrontational and
twistedly humorous in her posing (facing the
camera directly, legs spread, fried eggs cover-
ing her breasts) and a stuffed, sculpted nylon
stocking, which is part of a larger collection
of works called NUDS. Mere steps away from
these works is a wonderful blanket work by
Emin with bold, black stitching that resembles
a sketch of the artist's naked body. Her legs
are splayed and a pile of coins pools between
her legs. Neighbouring this work is a book
made by Emin depicting images from the first
thirteen years of her life. From the confronta-
tional nature of splayed legs to the traces of
the autobiographical or personal, Emin's and
Lucas' work is evocative and relevant. ®

@@ BRITISH
@@ COUNCIL

RIVATE UTOPIA
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CONTEMPORARY ART FROM THE BRITISH COUNCIL COLLECTION ‘

l ‘ l A major touring exhibition of more than 80 artworks by 28 British artists who came into prominence from the 1990s
onwards, including works by Grayson Perry, Sarah Lucas, David Shrigley, Cornelia Parker, Tracy Emin, Martin Creed...

DAVID SHRIGLEY I'm Dead 2010 Mixed media. British Council Collection.
Image courtesy Kelvingrove Art Gallery and Museum © The Artist
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Cuban Sandwiches

CUBAN SANDWICHES
MAKES 4

2 long Italian bread rolls (about 20cm long)
butter to spread over the outer surface

of the bread

mayonnaise (I use Best Foods)

yellow mustard

4 slices thick shaved ham

2 cups pulled pork (recipe below)

6 long slices of gherkin

4 slices Swiss cheese

(e o]
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SLOW-COOKER PULLED PORK
MAKES A LOT

O 3 tablespoons paprika

O 2 teaspoons cumin

O 1teaspoon smoked paprika

O 1teaspoon chili powder

O Y2 teaspoon dried thyme

O 2 onions, sliced

O 2.5 kg pork shoulder or leg with the bone in
O 5 cloves garlic, minced

O % cup honey

O Y% cup red wine vinegar

AWESOME WINTER VEG:

BY SOPHIE EDMONDS

To assemble the sandwiches, preheat a large frying pan to a medium heat. Take your bread rolls
and slice them lengthways. Press down on the bread to compress and flatten it (this will make
it easier to toast). Spread butter over the outer surfaces of each half. Spread the inside of one of
the halves with the mayonnaise and the other with the mustard. On top of the mustard, start
layering on the ham, then pulled pork, then pickle, then cheese. Secure the top and place in the
hot frying pan. Once the first side is golden brown, flip and cook the other side until it too has
browned and the cheese has begun to melt. Remove from the pan and slice into two halves.

Combine the spices, thyme and salt together. Place the sliced onions in the base of the slow
cooker and rest the pork joint on the top. Rub the spice mix and garlic over the pork and sprinkle
the excess into the slow cooker. Drizzle over the honey and pour over the red wine vinegar. Put
the lid on and cook on high for 8 to 10 hours or overnight. Carefully remove the pork and onions
from the slow cooker and dispose of the excess fat and bones. Use two forks to shred the meat
apart, transfer to a bowl and mix in half to a full cup of the cooking juices to keep the meat moist.

Seasonal, local, healthy
& affordable

PUMPKINS, LEEKS, CABBAGE,

BROCCOLI AND MUCH MORE!

MARKE

EVERY SATURDAY MORNING
DUNEDIN RAILWAY STATION

www.otagefarmerasmarkel.co.nz
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Capping Show Review: CAMPUS WATCH

> DIRECTED BY BEN MCCARTHY AND EMMA BAUER

s a seasoned attendee of The Cap-

ping Show (seasoned may be a little

too generous a term — I've only
been to three), I was expecting big things. If
the renowned humour associated with the
comic event failed to brighten the gloomy pit
in which I am currently residing, I was not
going to be a happy camper. Upon entering
the auditorium, I was greeted with the soulful
sounds of 8am Lecture. Like a few shots of
cheap vodka, their upbeat and entertaining
melodies helped me to forget the woes of my
life as a finalist and definitely went down a
lot smoother than any Smirnoff ever could.
The performance from the band foreshad-
owed what was to come — a night of laughter,
amusement and wicked entertainment.

Campus Watch: The Capping Show 2015 fol-
lows the life of Campus Watch extraordinaires,
Sharon (Jana Polglase) and Bruce (Alex Mar-
tyn), as they go undercover in the line of duty.

MAY 18-23, 7.30PM
 EDUCATION AUDITORIUM

TICKETS ARE AVAILABLE FROM
THE OUSA MAIN OFFICE, COSMIC aND COSMICTICKETING.CO.NZ
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REVIEWED BY MAYA DODD

Confronted with the absurd predicament of
having all the water on campus switched out
for beer, Bruce and Sharon go on a mission
to find the culprit and restore order and so-
briety to the university. Posing as students,
they discover the people responsible for the
crimes — personified versions of Dunedin's fa-
vourite student bar, the Cook. With the help of
other bars such as Gardies, Metro and Monkey
(which are unfortunately forever lost to us),
the vengeful Cook brothers endeavour to turn
the world into one massive, eternally drunken
party as payback.

The show's main storyline was interspersed
with unrelated, yet cleverly written sketches
that almost always elicited laughter from the
audience. My personal favourites were the
Urban Animals sketch, where a faux David At-
tenborough shared his knowledge of the fresh-
ers spawned from each first year hall, and the
ANZ Bank Heist, which encouraged interaction

with the audience and got us all out of our
seats. The eagerly anticipated performances
by Sexytet and Sextet did not disappoint, and
each group had the audience laughing with
their clever, lyrically altered covers. The 87th
annual Selwyn Ballet also made an amusing
appearance, with a brilliantly choreographed
piece that was surprisingly aptly executed by
the boys themselves.

However, the politically correct side of me
was shaking its head at the Ebola skits, and
especially at the sketch concerning German-
wings Flight 9525 — too soon, guys. In saying
that, without a little disagreeable humour, it

wouldn't be The Capping Show now, would it?

This year's Capping Show exhibited some
excellent comedy, and with a talented cast,
there is no doubt that their upcoming per-
formances will be just as impressive as their
opening night. ®

ESQUIRE
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Testament of Youth

» DIRECTED BY JAMES KENT

ften in our attempts to stomach the :
darker parts of our past, we create
sentimentality by zooming in on
the massive numbers of those involved and
choose to observe the smaller tales of individ-
uals. However, Testament of Youth elegantly
zooms out of a personal story of the few and

allows the plight of the many to be witnessed.

Testament of Youth is a British drama 5

The Gunman
» DIRECTED BY PIERRE MOREL

REVIEWED BY SHAUN SWAIN

film based on the memoir of the same name.

Set during World War I, the film showcases

the tribulations of pacifist and feminist, Vera
Brittain (Alicia Vikander). Vera departs from

Somerville College in Oxford to join the Volun-
tary Aid Detachment as a nurse; her brother

Edward (Taron Egerton), friends Victor (Colin

Morgan) and Geoffrey (Johnathan Bailey),
and fiancé Roland (Kit Harington) are sent to

asing this film on the novel The
Prone Gunman by Jean-Patrick Man-

chette, Morel attempts to execute a
gritty, regretful hero story but falls incredibly :

short. Instead, we are given an unsuccessful,
drawn-out action film with an annoying love
triangle that permeates the entire plotline.

The Gunman follows Jim Terrier (Sean

Penn), an ex-soldier who is running from his
atrocious past of being exactly what the title

suggests — a gunman. The audience is given
a brief backstory about Jack Terrier and how

he is obviously madly in love with Annie (Jas-
mine Trinca). Felix, the pair's mutual friend,

also has feelings for Annie — which you can

see when he blatantly stares at the couple
between their smushed faces — setting up the
film's infamous love triangle.

REVIEWED BY LAURA STARLING

Alongside Felix and their boss Cox (Mark
Rylance), Jack is part of a mercenary assas-
sination team. The team is given the task of
killing the Congolese minister of mines. Felix
is given authority over who makes the kill
shot. It is no surprise, then, that after staring at
a picture of Annie, Felix makes Terrier take the
kill shot, forcing him to abandon everything
— including Annie. However, his sacrifice is
for nothing — the assassination only makes
problems worse in the Congo.

Eight years into the future, Jack Terrier is
back in the Congo doing humanitarian work.
When he is attacked by a group of men with
guns and machetes, Terrier subdues them
and discovers that they were sent to assassi-
nate him. To find out why he is being targeted,
Terrier returns to London to reconnect with his

the front lines of the British army. Most of the
storyline focuses on the connections and rela-
tionships Vera has with those around her.
Testament of Youth is majestically filmed;
it feels like you're watching a memory rather
than just a retelling of events. The dream-like
state of the film provides enough subijectivity
that one can truly empathise with Vera but
enough obijectivity that the grittiness of war
and the breakdown of the traditional world can
be seen and felt. Even though Vera's character
moves through settings that range from the
tragically beautiful to the horrifically grim,

Vikander's headstrong performance makes

her a grounded focal point for the story that
unfolds around her.

While the importance the film places on
relationships is tied to war, the significance
of Vera's female perspective unfortunately
becomes reduced from a means to break down
traditional feminine values during World War
I to an exposition of the pain of a widow, se-
verely downplaying her role as an important
historical heroine.

Even though remembering warfare is
a constantly painful struggle, Testament of
Youth is a gruesomely captivating film that
reminds us that remembering the war is not

only a difficult but also a necessary thing
todo. ®

past and, in doing so, he meets up with Cox,
Felix and Annie, who is now married to Felix.

The Gunman is predictable, the acting is

phoned in and the plot kind of forgets what
it's supposed to be doing. With unreasonable
character motivation, the film was awful to sit
through. The only good thing about The Gun-
man is that it has Idris Elba, and he's only in
¢ the film for about two minutes. ®
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Hoje Eu Quero Voltar Sozhino/ The Way He Looks
» DIRECTED BY DANIEL RIBEIRO

SOON TO BE
CLASSIC

fondly associate The Way He Looks with

a friend who is on the other side of the
world. When I told him that I would be
reviewing this soon-to-be classic, he de-
scribed the moment as "serendipitous” — he
had watched the film only a few days ago
while on a train to Washington DC. The Way
He Looks has a warmth to it — one that brings
people together, no matter the circumstances
— due to its cheek-squishing plot and the au-
thentic performances from an astounding cast.
The Way He Looks follows a typical

Stay Tuned

» DIRECTED BY PETER HYAMS

REVIEWED BY MANDY TE

coming-of-age plotline, but there's something
more to the story. The film centres on Leo
(Ghilherme Lobo), a blind high-school student
who yearns for independence — something his
parents and even best friend Giovanna (Tess
Amorim) don't really give him. His parents
fuss over the slightest things, and although
Leo's friendship with Giovanna is sweet — she
walks him home after school every day — the
way she's always watching over him verges
on unbearable. Leo's blindness doesn't make
him feel different but, rather, the way people

REVIEWED BY ALEX CAMPBELL-HUNT

tay Tuned is an imaginative, enter-

taining and weirdly under-appreci-

ated family comedy that answers the
question we all pondered as kids: “"What would
happen if I could go inside my TV and partici-
pate in all of the shows?"

Turns out it wouldn't be so great, especially if
your TV set was sold to you by Satan.

Roy and Helen Knables, a married couple
played by Pam Dawber and the late John
Ritter, are sucked into their magical TV set,
which Ritter's character unwittingly bought
from a demonic salesman called Spike (Jeffrey
Jones). To escape, Roy and Helen must survive
a gauntlet of twisted, hell-themed versions of
their favourite TV shows, including a sadistic
game show, an abnormally violent western
and plenty of nods to 90s television and mov-
ies — hey, at least they don't have to deal with
Geordie Shore. To succeed, they get outside
help from their kids, Darryl (David Tom) and
Diane (Heather McComb).
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The plot has that almost Spielbergian vibe
shared by other films of the era, with relatable
suburban characters having supernatural
adventures; however, Stay Tuned packs a sa-
tirical punch. The screenwriters, Tom Parker
and Jim Jennewein, previously worked as
ad copywriters — and judging from the plot,
the pair were a bit disillusioned with the
television industry.

In addition to the sharp satire, Stay Tuned has
cool visual effects and there are some pretty
hilarious breaking-the-fourth-wall moments
in the final scene. The two leads are amiable
screen presences who carry the film well.
Sadly, some sequences drag on a bit and the
supporting characters are mostly forgetta-
ble; the kids are one-dimensional as their
son is a nerdy dweeb and their daughter is a
cheerleader. I'm normally a Eugene Levy fan
(the dad from American Pie) but his charac-
ter, Crowley, is completely superfluous to the
storyline — presumably only existing because
the director wanted Eugene Levy in the film.

like his parents act around him adds a little
something extra to his growing pains. One
growing pain in particular for Leo is the fact
that he has yet to be kissed by someone and is
under the impression that no one is interested
in ever kissing him.

When a new student named Gabriel (Fa-
bio Audi) joins their class, he soon becomes
friends with Leo and Giovanna. As Leo spends
more time with Gabriel, he begins to develop
feelings for him, while also experiencing doubt
and insecurity. Their friendship affects many
aspects of Leo's life, and when it eventually
evolves into a budding romance, it is one that
is looked at with eager eyes and pure elation.

The Way He Looks almost interrupts the
beautiful moments captured between Leo and
Gabriel, as there are times when it becomes
a victim of young adult film tropes. However,
Ribeiro's ability to capture and meticulously
cultivate those moments makes the audience
forget about the recycled aspects of the script.
Instead, the audience is given a film that is
memorable, vibrant and incredibly sweet. ®

Something weird’s
on the air.

The premise, humour and warm 90s nostalgia
of Stay Tuned are enough to make the film
work though. Not least because of the pop cul-
ture references — the parody TV shows include
Fresh Prince of Darkness, Three Men and Rose-
mary's Baby and Dwayne's Underworld. ®



The Kraken King

> WRITTEN BY MELJEAN BROOKS

or those hiding under a rock, steam-

punk is a subgenre of science fiction

that incorporates steam-powered de-
vices with Victorian design. The Kraken King,
by Meljean Brooks, is a steampunk romance
novel, and for once it had all the fun adventure,
cool technology and body horror that people
always assure me steampunk has.

The Kraken King tells the story of Zenobia, a
writer travelling incognito with two merce-
nary bodyguards. She is accompanying her
friend, Helene, on a journey when their airship
is attacked. Zenobia is rescued by Ariq, a for-
mer revolutionary who now runs a small town
in Australia called Krakentown. Arig and Ze-
nobia instantly want to bone, but he believes
she is a spy and she has horrendous trust
issues. This combines with outside political
forces; drama ensues.

It took me a while to like Zenobia. The narra-
tive introduces her as irritated by her sup-
posed best friend. Their relationship never
stops being something Zenobia has to make
an effort with, and the way the narrative talks

REVIEWED BY BRIDGET VOSBURGH

about Helene is always slightly condescend-
ing. I see this a lot in books aimed at women,
and I never like it. If you don't respect some-
one, struggle to enjoy their company and
have to constantly remind yourself of their
good qualities to avoid yelling at them, that
person is not your friend. One of Zenobia's
most important motivations is looking after
Helene, but she barely ever seems to enjoy her
company. The Kraken King is crawling with
awesome ladies being badass and Zenobia is
definitely one of them, but the first impression
wasn't great and the issues with Helene never
went away. Still, I became fond of Zenobia.
And Ariq nicely balances compassion with
the alpha-to-infinity-and-beyond quality so
prevalent in romance novel heroes.

Steampunk annoys me because it is often
so terribly implemented. Romance annoys
me because many of the traditional tropes of
fictional romance are frustrating. Ariq is de-
scribed as having hard muscles. That's the op-
posite of appealing to me. Brooks spends the
first third of the book mentioning Ariq's hard
muscles every five pages. Possibly this was

BOOKS

books@critic.c

>

meant to portray attraction, but to me it read as
"by the way, the muscles are still there; hard,
muscular guy is still muscly” and it got on my
nerves. At one point during a sexy make-out
scene, Ariq tears Zenobia's clothes. I cannot
imagine anything less sexy than damage to
my clothing. If you tear my clothes on purpose
outside of an emergency, any relationship we
may have had is over, I will hate you forever
and you owe me money. Despite this novel
being upfront and sex positive in all other
aspects, Zenobia is a virgin by sheer virtue
of never having really wanted to bonk a dude
before. Even though she wants to insta-bone
Ariq right away. This is totally contrived and
undermines all the other perfectly acceptable
feminist noises The Kraken King makes.

I am fairly sure Brooks is already steampunk
famous, so if you're a fan of the genre, you've
probably heard of her. But if you're a fan of
hard muscles and high adventure and inter-
ested in trying steampunk, by all means go
try this book. It's entertaining, which is all I've
ever asked for. ®
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Faith No More Sol Invictus

» ALTERNATIVE METAL | RECLAMATION RECORDS; 2015

aith No More are credited with spawn-

ing the alternative metal genre. They

fused metal with many other styles,
including pop, funk and alternative rock,
paving the way for artists like Nirvana and
the Smashing Pumpkins. Though their 1990
single "Epic" still receives regular airplay, Faith
No More never enjoyed the same commercial
success as the bands they inspired. By the
time they released their bacchanalian 1992
masterpiece Angel Dust, Faith No More had
established themselves as a band of uncom-

promising creativity.

1995's King for a Day .. Fool for a Lifetime and
1997's jokingly titled Album of the Year saw
the band grow all the more unmarketable.
This is largely due to frontman and six-oc-
tave vocalist Mike Patton, who brought the
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experimentalism of his other band, Mr. Bun-
gle, to the table. It was around this time that
Faith No More also grew darker in sound.
There is a sepulchral atmosphere to Album of
the Year in particular, its
songs '"Helpless" and
"Paths of Glory" pos-
sessing a grave beauty
the likes of which we
had never heard from .
Faith No More. Fit- F
tingly, Album of the -
Year proved to be the
band's final album.
Or so we thought.

Sol Invictus is Faith
No More's first al-

bum in eighteen

years. At a breezy 39 minutes, it is also among
their shortest. Thankfully, not one of those
minutes is wasted. Sol Invictus manages to
reference each of the chapters in Faith No
More's history, as well as progress into new

and exciting territory.

More than any other Faith No More album,
Sol Invictus plays out like a
= any story. The band
returns from the
dead on opener
"Sol Invictus", as
groggy and ca-
daverous as you'd
expect. Taking his
first steps out of
his moss-caked
tomb, Mike Pat-
ton muses that he
"can't remember
which god is [his]

one". For a band



FAITH NO MORE

with a name as atheistic as Faith No More,
religion and worship have never really fea-
tured in their lyrics up until now. However,
Patton introduces these themes of spiritual
uncertainty, which he sustains throughout the
album. He mentions "empty rituals, trinkets
and fossils", before a hushed "Amen" ushers
in the anthemic chorus. Without a definitive
god to worship, Mike turns to the heavens in
search of answers. Needless to say, he doesn't
find them. Instead, he laments that "the sun
keeps burning [his] face". Combine his disil-
lusionment with the fact that "sol invictus" is
Latin for "unconquered sun", and you've got
a deliciously ambivalent view of god and the
heavens. Before the chorus reaches a climax,
"Sol Invictus" jarringly returns to the melan-
cholic piano chords with which it began. The
band reached skyward for absolution, only to
fall back down to earth.

Following this nihilistic beginning, Sol Invictus
grows exponentially in scope. "Superhero"” is

an outstanding rocker, its revved-up energy
complemented by haunting vocals and ripples
of Middle Eastern piano. "Sunny Side Up" sees
Faith No More return to the velveteen lounge
they explored on "Evidence" and "“She Loves
Me Not", with one of the strongest choruses
on the album. In accordance with the Sol In-
victus themes of uncertainty, this cosiness is
fragmented by more of the minor piano chords
that began the album.

Songs like the gorgeous "Matador” and the
churning "Separation Anxiety" radiate with
some of the band's best ideas to date; either
could have featured on the band's opus, Angel
Dust. But as previously stated, Sol Invictus
isn't all nostalgia. "Rise of the Fall" sees Faith
No More's hard rock complemented with lush
Sicilian melodies found nowhere else in the
band's catalogue. Similarly, two songs on Sol
Invictus take a slow-burning approach not
normally associated with the band. Album
midpoint "Cone of Shame" starts quietly with
a Southern Gothic riff before building to a sen-
sational climax. Lead single "Motherfucker"
also begins with burnt-out piano chords, only
to ascend in due time to a euphoric chorus.

After repeated listens, I can say with confi-
dence that Sol Invictus is a great album. Part of
that will be due to the fact I am already a huge
Faith No More fan, and a new record from these
guys was automatically reason to celebrate.
But the way in which Sol Invictus delivers
both fan service and surprises, as well as a
powerful image of modern disillusionment, all
in under forty minutes, shows artistry. Some
fans may lament the brevity of Sol Invictus, or
perhaps its focus on atmosphere rather than
riffs. Newcomers will likely be confused, akin
to starting a series of novels several books
in. I would point Faith No More virgins in the
direction of the band's 1989 album, The Real
Thing. Without prior knowledge of the band's
discography, Sol Invictus won't mean nearly

as much.

Regardless of your familiarity with them, Faith
No More are back. Sol Invictus feels like a cul-
mination of all the band has done before, and
a taster of where they may yet go. It ends on
an optimistic note with "From the Dead", sug-
gesting that Faith No More are glad to be back.
I hope this means that there is more to come.

Welcome home, my friends. ®

New to Faith No More?
Check Out These Songs ...

llEpicll
(from The Real Thing)
You may already know this

one. Before Kid Rock and
Limp Bizkit made rap-rock

a thing of ridicule, Faith No
More were splicing the genres together seam-
lessly. "Epic" is a blast of late-80s cheesiness,
complete with slap bass and a classical piano
outro. Extra points for the music video.

i - n
Stripsearch

(from Album of the Year)

Amid the graveyard gloom

of Album of the Year shines
"Stripsearch", a soaring Por-
tishead-inspired pop song.
"Stripsearch”" sees the band
mix sweeping electronics with its usual rock
instrumentation as Mike Patton gives one of
his prettiest vocal performances ever.

“Star A.D.”

(from King for a Day ...)

King for a Day .. Fool for a
Lifetime saw Faith No More
abandon all hope for com-

mercial  success,

opting
instead to do whatever they
damn well pleased. "Star A.D." is the band at its
most irreverent, tearing through sounds from
the worlds of jazz and funk. The result is a song
of hysterical grandeur, and one you'll keep
coming back to.

“Midlife Crisis”
(from Angel Dust)

You may recognise this
catchy tune from Tony
Hawk's Underground 2
or Grand Theft Auto: San

Andreas. Perfectly suited

to those games' urban environments, "Midlife
Crisis" is a crunching hard-rock song with an
anthemic chorus. The vocal layering in the last
minute and a half is a touch of genius.

critic.conz ISSUE 12 37



GAMES

games@critic.co.nz

» PS4 | DEVELOPED & PUBLISHED BY SQUARE ENIX

inal Fantasy Type-0 was first un-

veiled at E3 in 2006, then finally re-

leased in Japan in 2011. Final Fantasy
fans have been begging for a Western release
of Type-0 ever since. Now, almost 4 years later
— after much demand that director Hajime Ta-
bata himself admitted he found "surprising” —
we finally have Type-0 in glorious high defini-
tion on PS4 and Xbox One. But does it stack up
to Final Fantasy standard? Many fans consider
the series dead now after recent, less univer-
sally loved additions to the series' library, but
Type-0 may just be the game to restore some
people's faith.

The opening scene sees a wounded soldier
limping through war-torn streets, encounter-
ing his fellow soldiers brutally murdered by
the enemy. The soldier and his faithful Choc-
obo eventually suffer the same fate. It was a
vivid moment that really stuck with me for the
rest of the game. I'd never before seen as much
blood in a Final Fantasy game as in that single
scene. From then on, I knew Type-0 was going
to be much darker than I had anticipated.

Type-0 finds itself in Orience, a vast land
divided into four nations by the crystals of
power that reside with them. The story follows
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Class Zero, an elite group of young cadets from
the school of magic in the Rubrum region re-
taliating against the Militesi Empire, which has
invaded their region. The game boasts a mas-
sive 14 playable characters from Class Zero,
all with their own loadouts of weapons and
magic. This makes each character feel unique
during gameplay; however, having so many
hinders the depth and emotional connection
to them that the series is often renowned for.
During your free time between missions, you
can discover some humorous and heartbreak-
ing scenes with specific characters, but this
still doesn't really improve on the already thin

and convoluted story.

In its visuals, the game is somewhat disap-
pointing for a current-gen game considering
how impressive other PSP remasters such as
Metal Gear Solid: Peace Walker and Kingdom
Hearts: Birth by Sleep have been. Akademia,
the game's central hub, seems to have had
the largest overhaul in the whole game, now
rich in colour and with impressive lighting
and shadows; venturing outside into Orience
makes the environments look incredibly dull
in comparison. The character models for the
playable characters have all been polished
for HD, but often I found myself walking into

a town where the NPCs looked as though
they had been forgotten about in the war
of game development.

Type-0's strongest attribute is its fast-paced,
action-oriented gameplay. Most encounters
in the world map last under a minute, which
could be thanks to the newly offered Cadet
difficulty as Japanese gamers complained
the game was too difficult. While adding the
game's easier difficulty, Square Enix removed
the co-operative mode from the remaster as
this mode would have to be completely rebuilt
and would have hindered the development
time. It's a shame, really, because there's an
excellent Borderlands-esque co-op mode of
adventure and dungeon-crawling out there for
Type-0 that we'll never get to experience. Al-
though, playing solo and switching from char-
acter to character in battle keeps the game
from becoming repetitive.

I'm not much of a handheld gamer myself,
but I might have enjoyed Type-0 more as a
casual portable game on PSP. As a full-fledged
rebuild for consoles it doesn't quite live up to
the standards I expect from a Final Fantasy
game. If you're still looking for a fun and ad-
dictive JRPG, I recommend giving Type-0 HD
a chance; it could be the Final Fantasy game
you've been waiting years for. ®



noroscope

Do you struggle with making basic life decisions? Worried about
never bumping into your campus soulmate, or whether to eat two-
minute noodles for every dinner this week? Fear not, chums, for I,
Madame McMystery, have gazed deep into the cosmos to reveal the
secrets the planetary alignments hold in store for you!

(Disclaimer: Madame McMystery is not responsible for any physical or emotional damage
caused by the interpretation of her predictions and subsequent actions influenced by them).

G lead to unexpected gains in the romance
department as flirty eye contact from across

the library will lead to a steamy session in the

reference section later in the day.

our relationship goals will not be realised
Ythis week as your conversation skills are
at an all-time low. Tact is a foreign concept to
you, and any attempt at banter will end in a
shit show. Best to keep safe and just put duct
tape over your mouth for the remainder of
the week.

hat fun! I see mischief and adventure
W in your near future. Jolly times will be
had in the most unlikely of places and with the
most unlikely of people, so keep an open mind!

his week it's time for you to confess to
T your crimes and admit to your flatmates
that you've been the one using the clothes-
dryer when everyone's out at uni during the

day. Expect passive aggressive conversation :

starters to continue cropping up over the next
few weeks.

s -"- o W 2 .
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U sing the cf?_ssic "feeling in afish from
across the dé‘i’f&,@_&oﬂ' move on a pro-

spective love interest will Work-wonders this-

weekend. However, pretending that the ﬁsh_"in
question is extremely heavy will not work out
in your favour.

Y ou've been working hard lately, proba-
bly harder than you've worked your en-

tire life, so you should be pleased to hear that
the rewards for this work will be coming to
you shortly when Neptune ascends into your
star quadrant.

our life has become entirely too pre-
Y dictable lately. Mix things up this week
by wearing your pants on your torso and your
shirts over your legs. A fun and unexpected
stay at the hospital after tripping over your
shirt sleeves might just be the excitement
you're looking for.

Y ou need to tone it down with the sass
a little bit as this is not helping you in

love, study or life in general. Chill out, sit back
and try not to make fun of your friend's new
haircut too much.

ou are a .strong indepeﬂgl_ent (inse?f"h

ethnic-ity here)“woinian/man who don'’t
need no woman/man. Sometime; it's hard
to _remembe'r that, but always bear in mind
the;t you are the bee's knees and one super

cool dude.

he only two occasions where purchasing
T Canterbury Cream is an acceptable option
are for a red card or when the alcohol store is
actually completely out of every other type of
liquor. You are not in either of these situations
this week, so grab a crate of SoGo instead.

iet sodas are disgusting. Stop pretend-
D ing you enjoy them because it is time to
make a life-altering decision this week. Water
or full-sugared soda? The choice you make
will lead to many repercussions further down
the line.

'Y' ou will save someone from choking this
week. Be ever vigilant and always on

guard because not only will you be doing a
good deed and be a totes legit campus hero,
but you'll get an onlooker's number.
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Book Shop

LETTER OF THE WEEK

The letter of the week wins a
$30 BOOK VOUCHER
From the University Book Shop

Work is Needed

Dearest Editor,

Recently the most popular thing
to discuss when procrastinating in the
library is our outrage at the depiction
of the students of Otago university in
todays social media. Yik Yak is ablaze
with hate on Carol and that new (un-
popular) hashtag has come along
to prove were not all binge drinking
rowdy animals who defecate on the
streets. Discussions are up and I'm
interested. What makes the media
think they can be so one sided? Oh,
the fact that they're the media, no duh.
Kings among peasants all of them.
But this stereotyping of the student
life style is offensive and uncreative.
Not all student flats are as busted up
as the Beehive's, and Hyde, while in-
deed being the most notorious party,
only happens once a year. Watching
both reports about Scarfie life on the
TV, Iwas very disappointed there was
no mention of the gc students who
voluntarily cleaned up that street,
and also no consideration of an issue
I consider bigger than Carol getting no
work done- the demeaning and wal-
let squeezing treatment of Dunedin
landlords to students, especially in
areas close to the University. I say the
media needs to check themselves be-
fore they wreck themselves or there'll
be hell to pay.

Jessica Thompson Carr.
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This is One of Many
Dear Editor

After reading the "news" article about
University of Otago students drinking "cul-
ture” and experiencing what the majority of
students get up to. It's clear from my view,
there is a far more constructive University
of Otago community than what is made out
to be. The clubs and societies at the university,
of which more than half of the total number
of students enrolled, regularly host events
that harmoniously integrate cultures, beliefs,
sports, political views, and various forms
of art.There are approximately 140 clubs and
societies of which any student can join and be
involved. They vary in size from 10 people up
to 1000. When groups of like-minded people
put their heads together, using team work
and organisational skills, one should not be
surprised at what is achieved not only by
the groups.

However, the accomplishments of
these groups are not recorded well in the
mainstream media. Rather, it is preferred to
pigeonhole students as over-consumers of
alcohol who exhibit anti-social behaviour.
Misinformed stereotypes of students serve
nothing more than to take away due credit
from the vast majority of students, most of
whom delicately balance their studies with
everyday lives. I would like to know what the
purpose of the article was. An explanation
may go some way to inform the nation of the
reason why mainstream media portrays New
Zealand University students the way it has.

George McLenaghen
Clubs Development Officer
OUSA Recreation

Yes, Fuckwits Exist

Dearest Fuckwits.

You really made my night when I saw the
four of you, driving around Dunedin in your
poorly modified Mazda with the "Brum/pish"
exhaust. I was overjoyed to see you slow down
as I was sure that you were all enlightened
individuals, with a pleasant outlook on life,
and I treasure the opportunity to converse
with such fantastic representatives of the
human race. My suspicions were confirmed

when you shouted the phrase "Fuck, Faggot"
at me, a phrase I have heard before by many
of your ilk. I applaud you for your creative use
of grammar, but not your egg throwing skills
which, much like your penises, were a bit too
short to be effective. I am perplexed as to why
you drove off so suddenly to the backwater
shithole you call home, but I assume you had
other things to do, like robbing the elderly and
skinning all the puppies you murdered. The
next time you and your homophobic brethren
are in town I suggest you drive your shitty
car into the sea, and make this world a better

place for the rest of us.

Not A Fuckwit

Yay for Capping Show!

Jerome,
Hope this finds its way to you!!!

Just wanted to say what a FANTASTIC show
last night Beautifully choreographed Nice bal-
ance of 'blue' and 'not blue' A great bunch of
seriously talented young people Outstanding
front of stage band — loved the singers!

The finale made me proud to be a part of
the place — brought a tear to the eye of an ag-
ing Capping Concert/student/staff alumnus!!!

Congratulate them all from me ...

Will promote it heavily though my lec-
tures this week. All the best for a great season

John

The Bars Were Broke

Dear Editor,

I am writing to you concerning the last
week's 'Sunday' episode. As a Dunedin stu-
dent I agree there is a drinking problem, yet
I believe the segment presented a one sided
argument. The University has played an active
role in the closing of three student pubs leav-
ing students with the choice of either drinking
on the streets or venturing to bars far from the
student area. In many cases the antisocial be-
havior is committed by visitors with no respect
for our homes. These Isolated incidents have
created unwarranted animosity towards the
entire student population. Dunedin is reliant



on students economically and culturally, and
I would invite the individuals who have raised
concerns to work with us, instead of antago-
nising us on national television. In regards to
the poor treatment of flats in student areas, it
should be noted that the majority of flats are
in shocking condition and left unattended by
absentee landlords who charge inflated prices.

As a student, Ilove Dunedin. However, the
article on Sunday has unfairly tarnished our
reputation and will not fix the drinking culture.
The problem is nationwide and it unfair for
TVNZ to solely highlight the actions of a select
few students.

Ben Cochrane

—— LETTERS POLICY

Letters should be 200 words or fewer. Deadline is Thursday at
Spm. Send letters to critic@critic.co.nz, post them to PO Box
1436, Dunedin, or drop into the Critic office. All letters must
include full contact details, even if you don't want these printed.
Letters of a serious nature directly addressing a specific
person or group will not be published under a pseudonym,
except in extraordinary circumstances negotiated with the
Editor. Critic reserves the right to edit, abridge or decline letters
without explanation. We don't fix the spelling or grammar
in letters. If a writer looks stupid, it's because they are.

NOTICES

- The forthcoming exhibition at Special
Collections, University of Otago, Dune-
din, is Black + White + Grey: The Life +
Work of Eric Gill + Robert Gibbings

5 June to 21 August 2015

De Beer Gallery, Special Collections, 1st
floor, Central University Library

Hours: 830 am to 500 pm: Mon-
day to Friday

My dance colleague and | have been
accepted to perform our duet at the Un-
dercover Artist Festival in Brisbane,June
26-27. We were given a grant from Ac-
cess Arts Brisbane, however still need
to do some fundraising. So | am running
a Boosted crowd funding campaign,
where you can make a donation to help
us reach our target:

http://bit.ly/1bOLKNX

ORif you love cheese rolls we are selling
them for $6 for half a dozen and $15 for
3 dozen!
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What annoys me is that 11 focuised on the
Hyde st party. 1 day of the year. Why dont F
you come video the library one day & you'l
soe 3% of the same students st the party
warking their asses off

e N

| can't baliove | use to think people cur age
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Dunedin might have a heavy drinking culture

but we abways come together as a
commaunity. Look how many uni students
went to the dawn parade. Look at cur
academic schisvements. Look at the
positives TV

You lnew you ang poor whan yeu have more
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When IRD asks me if | want to make a
student loan repayment. With what
money T My loan? My kiry fund?
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PICKUP VALUE RANGE

Domino’s

DUNEDIN NORTH
736 GREAT KING ST

EACH PICK UP
WITH 2015 STUDENT ID
DUNEDIN NORTH ONLY

Tindar just updated, maybe they fixed the
ghlitch whaerae | don't get matches.

Lok what thoss drunken losers are deing
ide OUSA to raise

That's it, I'vie havi

maw - & bake sale oy

mery Tor Mapal
imsugh

Just feund out my grandma typos 'plesse’ o
the end of all her google searches, You keep
ey you grandmal

PICKUP TRADITIONAL

EACH PICK UP
WITH 2015 STUDENT ID
DUNEDIN NORTH ONLY
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ISM

avid Icke has convinced hundreds of thousands of people

that the world is run by something called the "Babylonian

Brotherhood", a race of seven-foot-tall reptilian aliens who
squeeze into human-sized suits and rule the world. They have brain-
washed humans into believing they are human in order to make them
their slaves. They also eat children and drink human blood to prolong
their lives. Icke also believes the moon is a constructed, hollowed-out
fake planetoid that beams mind-controlling waves to Earth.

I have a friend who believes in Icke's lizard theory. Her justification
is that the people he says are lizards — like Queen Elizabeth, George W.
Bush, and Pope John Paul II — "look kind of reptilian". True, but then
most old people have a bit of a lizard look about them. If you look at the
previous pope with a lizard in mind, then, sure, he looks kind of snakey.

I watched a YouTube video from a channel called "Red Pill Philoso-
phy", which promised "scientific proof" that David Icke is right about our
reptilian overlords. The "startling and sobering evidence" includes that
we evolved from reptiles and that the "primitive" part of our brain at the
base of the neck is often referred to as the "reptilian brain". It is where
our baser responses, such as aggression, fear and hunger, come from.
So, Red Pill concludes, Icke may have been wrong about the reptiles
being aliens, but could it really be a coincidence that scientists happen
to use the word reptile to describe our less desirable brain functions? He
thinks not. A linchpin of conspiracy theories is a refusal to believe that
similarities between unrelated things are mere coincidences.

If reptilian humanoids really do, as Icke says, project "an artificial
sense of self on the world that humans believe", then nothing we ob-
serve could possibly refute his theory. By this "logic", however, I could
make up any theory — like some plants are dogs who can't bark or
move and are indistinguishable from real plants because of a magic
spell — and it also couldn't be refuted. How do we know that some peo-
ple aren't lizards perfectly disguised as humans? We don't. It doesn't
mean that it is a good argument. Sometimes the wackiest arguments,
like David Icke's reptilian overlords, can be convincing because of their
absurdity. Why would he say something so strange unless it were true?

otago

ca eerSfestival

May 2015
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Each week Critic wants to hear from you if you're struggling to
approach the man or woman of your dreams. Does she always sit
on that front row seat and give the lecturer far more attention than
you're comfortable with? Does he stroll past your window each
morning and your only attempts at getting his attention have been
taking a little longer to put clothes on?

Flick your stories to crush@critic.co.nz

r .. Ok soIforgot your name, but you gave me a fright when
you tapped me on the shoulder after that seminar - you saw
how I'jumped.

You said that the boots I designed were awesome and we got to talking
about how you are a Theatre Design Student from the States. It turns out
you're not taking any Theatre Studies papers ... I've used every contact I

know and nobody seems to know who you are.

You kinda threw me a lot that day, guys don't tend to come up and talk
to me, but we had a really good conversation about Pippin on Broadway
and it was interrupted by my friend. I'd really like to talk some more and
carry on that conversation ... it sounded like you're on an exchange but

if you're still here, find me again.

Let's finish that conversation.

Yours,

Pippin Boots

Discover new career possibilities at
the Otago Careers Festival

All events are FREE and there are many

events taking place on campus

For more information see
www.otagocareersfestival.co.nz




here is Still a Way to Go
BY DR DAVID CLARK, MP

ew Zealand has changed a lot since I was a kid. When I was

a kid, homosexuality was illegal, and those who engaged in

"homosexual acts" risked getting locked up. Kids who didn't
fit gendered stereotypes were bullied mercilessly. There were no ed-
ucation programmes around sexual orientation in schools, and pretty
much every kid thought "gay" was an acceptable insult. I did.

Thank goodness, society is changing. New Zealand's growing maturity
has been reflected in law changes: first through the legalisation of ho-
mosexuality in the 80s, and then with the introduction of civil unions.
Two years ago, I had the opportunity to speak during the parliamentary
debate in support of marriage equality — now law in our country.

I've been privileged along the way to have gay friends who took the
time to educate me. In the 1990s, I trained as a church minister along-
side lesbian women, and after that I worked alongside the (then) only
out gay clergyman in the Presbyterian Church. Part of what made them
terrific colleagues and friends was the prejudice they had encountered
and triumphed over. That said, after hearing their stories, I wouldn't
wish their experiences on anyone. Despite a message of grace and
acceptance — and plenty of interesting scriptural relationship models
(think: polygamy for starters) — too often the church is a hard place for
LGBT people to be.

The churches aren't alone in harbouring contemporary prejudice. Re-
cent news that New Zealand sportspeople are more likely to keep their
sexual identity hidden than those overseas is a timely reminder if we
needed one. There is work to be done across society to ensure every kid
grows up comfortable in their own skin.

Casual homophobia needs to be challenged. On tertiary campuses, I
seldom hear the racist slurs that were once a part of everyday language.
Yet too often I still hear the word "gay" used in a pejorative sense —
without irony. This must change.

So while things are getting better, there is still a way to go. In my view,
acceptance of the right of all consenting adults to love whomever they
choose can't come quickly enough.
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A Broad View is written by different international students each
week who wish to share their impressions of their time here or
unique experiences. Email critic@critic.co.nz if you are an
international student wanting to tell your tale.

iwis are intriguing creatures. Everyone knows what they look

like, everyone adores their vulnerability and cuteness, but not

everyone has the chance to actually see real kiwis in the wil-
derness. The same can be said about the other Kiwis. New Zealanders
are cheerful, easygoing and helpful. They warmly welcome foreigners to
their home country. Yet, I sense that these feelings are only skin-deep.
In Europe, Scandinavians tend to hide their true personalities behind a
curtain of silence, while Kiwis seem to present themselves as extremely
positive and friendly people, burying their dislikes and deeper feelings
in their hearts. A short stay in New Zealand is not enough time to gain
the trust needed to explore those parts of Kiwis' souls.

Another feature of Kiwis' personalities that struck me is the lack of cul-
ture when it comes to sharing alcohol. If asked about it, most Kiwis de-
fend themselves by blaming the high cost of alcohol. However, there are
several countries in Eastern Europe where prices of alcohol, in compari-
son to average wages, are relatively similar to New Zealand and usually
no one is left without booze at the party. Of course, this is a matter of
attitude and stereotypes about high alcohol prices, because Kiwis are
more than keen to share everything else with a friend in need.

Nonetheless, New Zealand is a paradise on earth, one of the few coun-
tries that is free from terrorist threats. It is a country where metal detec-
tors at the airport are sometimes optional; a country where an acquain-
tance of your friend, whom you have never met before, leaves you the
keys to his apartment beneath the doormat because he had an urgent
trip to Palmerston North.

New Zealand is a country where an Australian property developer gives
you a lift in his Porsche Cayenne when you are hitchhiking. Above all
else, New Zealand is the country in which becoming Middle Earth has
nationwide acceptance. The spirit of Tolkien will endure in Aotearoa,
and one day the real Minas Tirith will be constructed near Twizel in the
Mackenzie District.
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he Retreating Glaciers
BY EMM ES

he Franz Joseph and Fox glaciers are must-sees on a road trip
of the South Island. They're each about 12 kilometres long and
unique in that their icy tongues descend through lush rainfor-
est, blue-white enigmas in a green realm. Although Franz Josef Glacier
exhibits a natural cycle of advance and retreat, it has undergone an un-
usually hasty retreat since 2008, attributed by most to global warming.

What you may not know, though, is that both the Franz Joseph and Fox
glaciers sit directly on top of the Alpine Fault, which in turn forms the
plate boundary between the Pacific and Australian plates. The Aus-
tralian Plate, which forms the western margin of the Southern Alps, is
simultaneously subducting and moving north relative to the Pacific
Plate, which is being pushed up and is moving south. The Southern Alps
themselves are formed by the Australian Plate shoving the Pacific Plate
up. The relative motion of the plates is 37 millimetres a year — a figure
that seems very small but that can do real damage over geological time.

These days, geologists use information from global sea-floor spreading
rates, satellite geodetic data and aerial photos to determine the plates'
rate of motion. Since the Pacific-Australian plate boundary is mostly
covered in rugged terrain and vegetation, it's relatively difficult to spot
small-scale evidence of the plates' movement in the field.

Here's where we come back to the glaciers. The rock underneath the
retreating Franz Joseph and Fox glaciers is being rapidly (well, accord-
ing to geologic time) exposed as the ice melts, and the exposed surface
is smooth alpine schist marked with handy ice scours. Back in 1979,
J. Adams used the ice scours to determine the plate boundary's rate
of motion — still one of the only examples of someone finding small-
scale evidence in the field. Ten years later, R.J. Norris and A.F. Cooper
used the same ice scours to determine the slip rates on small faults in
the glacial valleys.

Geologists are still using this exposed, striated surface to understand
the motion of the Pacific-Australian plate boundary — it's as if the
glaciers have lifted a curtain to reveal a geologists' playground. With
more knowledge of the Alpine Fault's slip rate, scientists can better
predict earthquakes on the South Island's West Coast (we're due for one
soon!) So although glacial retreat may be tragically indicative of cli-
mate change, geologists are making the best of what the glaciers have
left behind.
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uch like Leslie Knope, Nellie Bly was a pioneer in her field
and a woman before her time. She created a whole new

M

ism". She was also the first person to figure out that if you went under-

brand of investigative journalism known as "stunt journal-

cover as a journalist you could actually find out a whole lot more than
just asking people straight up.

Born in 1864, Nellie Bly was the Hunter S. Thompson of the nine-
teenth century, or more accurately Hunter S. was the Nellie Bly of the
twentieth. She had a rough start in life when her impoverished family
fled to Pittsburgh after a few unsatisfactory marriages.

In Pittsburgh, Nellie worked to support her mother and siblings.
Pittsburgh's most popular journalist at the time was a man called Eras-
mus Wilson. Nellie happened to read an aggressively misogynistic (by
today's standards) column of his where he wrote that women belonged
at home cooking and cleaning and that working women were "a mon-
strosity”. Nellie, as a working woman herself, didn't brook no shit like
that and wrote a letter to the paper expressing her feelings in no uncer-
tain terms. The editor of the Pittsburgh Dispatch was impressed by her
spirit and offered her a job.

However, despite her obvious talent, she was confined to "wom-
en's" stories and forced to write about flower shows and fashion. But,
much like Cyprus Hill, Nellie wasn't going out like that and fucked off to
Mexico to expose the violent oppression of the people and the censor-
ship of the media at the hands of their local dictator. The regime didn't
take kindly to that and Nellie had to flee back to the US where she was
again put on flower show duty.

No-one puts Nellie in the corner, however, so she left the paper for
the New York World. As her first assignment/job interview, she infil-
trated the infamous Women's Lunatic Asylum by faking insanity. There
she experienced the conditions first hand, including freezing baths, full
body restraints, rat infestation, and physical and psychological abuse.
Her undercover report caused a sensation and led to widespread re-
forms in the care of the mentally ill.

In 1888 Nellie suggested to her editor that she attempt to turn the
fictional Around the World in Eighty Days into reality. Carrying only the
clothes on her back, her necessary toiletries and £200 in a bag around
her neck, Nellie completed the journey in only 72 days, trumping even
Phileas Fogg and proving you don't need a cock to write good copy.



IDAHO
STUDENT SUPPORT

he month of May is important for two reasons. 17 May is Inter-
national Day Against Homophobia, Transphobia and Biphobia
(IDAHOT). May 2015 is also our first national HIV testing month.

IDAHOT represents an annual landmark to draw the attention of de-
cision makers, the media, the public, opinion leaders and local authori-
ties to the alarming situation faced by lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgen-
der and intersex people and all those who do not conform to majority
sexual and gender "norms".

17 May is celebrated in more than 130 countries, including 37 where
same-sex acts are illegal, with 1600 events reported from 1280 organi-
sations in 2014. These mobilisations unite millions of people in support
of the recognition of human rights for all, irrespective of sexual orienta-
tion or gender identity or expression.
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For more information, go to dayagainsthomophobia.org/

For IDAHOT 2015, the Queer Support Coordinator is making badges
and you can get yourself one for a gold coin donation. The colourful
badges say awesome things like “Gender Is Not Binary", "Ask Me About
My Pronouns" and "Embrace Diversity". Pick up your badge from Mon-
day 11 May from OUSA's main reception, the Recreation Centre reception
or the Student Support Centre. Take a selfie with your badge on 17 May
and be in to win a PRIZE. To enter, post your selfie on the OUSA IDAHOT
Facebook event page.

As quoted on the New Zealand Aids Foundation (NZAF) website,
nearly 80% of HIV diagnoses are among gay and bi guys, but why, you
ask? Well, gay and bi guys have much more anal sex than straight guys.
You are 18 times more likely to contract HIV through unprotected anal
sex than unprotected vaginal sex. There are two reasons for this. The
cells in the arse are much more susceptible to HIV than cells in the va-
gina. In addition, both semen and rectal mucosa (the lining of the arse)
carry more HIV than vaginal fluid.

May is National HIV Testing Month. Knowing your HIV status means
you can get access to treatment and support, as well prevent yourself
from passing it on to others. Using condoms and lube is the most effec-
tive way to prevent HIV. You can get FREE condoms from the Recreation
Centre and the Student Support Centre. For more information and to
book a free and confidential HIV rapid test, go to www.nzaf.org.nz.

Till next time,
OUSA Student Support Centre

Al BAC
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LOVE IS BLIND

critic@critic.co.nz

Critic's infamous blind date column brings you weekly shutdowns, hilariously mismatched pairs,
and the occasional hookup. Each week, we lure two singletons to Di Lusso, ply them with food and
alcohol, then wait for their reports to arrive in our inbox.

If this sounds like you, email critic@critic.co.nz. But be warned

— if you dine on the free food and

dash without sending us a writeup, a Critic writer will write one under your name.
And that won't end well for you.

He wears a man-bun, is mighty punctual,
and fancies his lecturer. Cute.

Says he has a killer gaydar, but that's not hard
if you love Grindr so much that you stare at it
throughout a date. Awkward.

Mitchell

showed up to Di Lusso on time. The bartender told me, "Oh yeah,
the dates usually show up about half an hour late." Oh, okay. I sat
sheepishly on a bar stool, eavesdropping on a girls-night where
everyone was complimenting each other far too much. I wasn't really
nervous, but needed a cigarette a lot, and so prayed that he was a smoker.

The date showed up after fifteen minutes. He was really cute; not
entirely my type, but I certainly wouldn't throw him out of bed either. He
seemed quiet so I ordered the highest percentage beers available. I sat
down and immediately said, "So, tell me everything about yourself!" Tone
badly set — there's no chance of appearing casual/cool after that intro. He
didn't seem to mind though; we chatted about things, one of them being
the substantial number of notches on his belt. He complained, "I've only
hooked up with seven guys since I got back down this year, I have qui-
etened down so much!" Okay, so I'd slept with fewer people in my entire
life than he had in the last three months. Felt morally superior for about
0.3 seconds, but then remembered how earlier that day I was daydream-
ing in class about my lecturer slapping his dick across my face: I was in no
position to judge.

He began to open up; we talked about music, films and respecting the
R.AP.E. acronym on dates (don't talk about religion, abortion, politics and
exes), all of which I brought up as I got drunker, whoops! Oh well, we were
getting along well enough.

He said he hadn't been to many flat parties so Itook him along to one.
I kept forgetting his name and forgetting that he wasn't a smoker (I tried to
force a Holiday Menthol to his lips at least 15 times), but to his credit he did
keep getting cuter as the night wore on (or maybe credit to the good folks
at Country Cask Wines). Despite this, there really wasn't much chemistry
between us; I snapped him checking his Grindr profile towards the end of
the night, which sealed the non-deal, and we ended the night going our
separate ways.
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alking to Di Lusso, I was a mix of nervousness, confidence

and adrenaline. I arrived ten minutes late and spotted my

date straightaway, thanks to my killer gaydar. He was tall,
slim and sported a man-bun.

We decided to sit outside and, as a person who prefers dressing
minimally, it wasn't the best idea. For not having had any alcohol so far,
we somehow talked a lot. At one point, he asked whether I recognised
him from his recent article. I did, and excitedly referred to him as "that
faggy little kid from Wellington". I realised my faux pas and hoped he
wasn't offended.

As the night got colder, we moved back inside. He told me to blow
the candle (I forget why) and that was the only blowing-related activity
that night. We then sat next to the fireplace where things got more com-
fortable. We discovered that we had many similar interests; it almost
seemed like I was talking to a version of myself in another body.

The alcohol and the discovery that we both liked the same shit in-
stantly made him my new best friend. The conversation became candid
and, as much as [ wanted to impress my date, I let it slip that I've been
lacking party invites. Not long after, he texted his flatmate and there
was a party for us to go to.

We first dropped by his flat to grab some warm clothes. He showed
me his M.I.A. paintings and suggested we chill on his bed. However, I
didn't want to risk my narcolepsy ruining the night. At the party, we
met his friends and they seemed nice. I kept finding myself checking
Grindr subconsciously, then realising it wasn't ok. He caught me once.

Half an hour later, we left for Maccas so I could get some food and
catch up on the latest Survivor episode. We added each other on Face-
book and called it a night. Who knew two gay guys could actually just
be friends.

Overall, it was good, platonic fun. Cheers Critic!



OUSA
President’s
Column

The hot topic of conversa-

tion this week was TVNZ's

Sunday programme that

aired on May 10th. The
piece grossly misrepresented student culture. On
the whole, Otago students are hardworking, cre-
ative and make a significant contribution to eco-
nomic and community life in Dunedin.

The segment was nothing more than a pre-
determined tabloid smear on students and
the University. Sunday does do some excellent
stories at times, but this was not one of them.
Sunday used YouTube footage, information from
attack bloggers and selective interviews to sub-
stantiate the assertions made in the segment
instead of credible evidence and analysis.

I was interviewed for the Sunday segment for
almost two hours. There was heated exchanges
about student culture and alcohol policy. It was
clear from the line of questioning Sunday want-
ed to vilify students. Attempts to outline sta-
tistics, research and provide in depth answers
were scorned at and "Yes" or "No" answers were
demanded throughout the interview.

We discussed OUSA's take on a proposed liq-
uor ban, went into great detail about how the

statistics demonstrate continual improvements
in recent years and gave multiple examples of
the positive activities Otago students are in-
volved in. OUSA's local alcohol policy submis-
sion was also discussed.

The fact Sunday did not use the interview in
their final segment demonstrates they were not
interested in a balanced story and had pre-de-
termined the content.

Most students enjoy themselves while re-
specting others. The vibrant student culture
we have is what makes the Otago experience
so unique and great. Media stories, like the
Sunday segment, infer that a vibrant student
culture undermines Otago's quality of educa-
tion. Nothing could be further from the truth. At
89%, Otago has the best degree completion rate
of all New Zealand Universities. Moreover, at
Otago, significantly fewer first years drop out of
University (1in 10 on average) compared to the
national average (1in 5). This means that Otago
University, as well as being home to the best
student experience in New Zealand, is also the
place where your chances of academic success
are incredibly high.

Irecommend checking out the "What if? Dun-
edin" blog and searching for the entries about
students and Otago University. The blog is a
cesspit of muck raking, name calling, and ha-
tred. I would not normally read such rubbish,
but after delving deeper into the information the

Sunday producers had, it is clear the blog site
was an information source for Sunday. Those
behind the blog put public pressure on Monkey
Bar to close, and for some unknown reason they
hate students. In most cities, young people are
welcomed with open arms. The "What if? Dun-
edin" lot (of which it does not appear there are
many) are intent on ridding Dunedin of stu-
dents and sending Dunedin into the dark ages.

OUSA, along with others, will be working to-
gether to continue to achieve a decline in inci-
dents of unacceptable behaviour. The challenge
is to develop new and innovative ways to min-
imise harm and antisocial behaviour. Unfortu-
nately, there is no silver bullet. Hard work and
coordination between all actors including stu-
dents, landlords, the University, the residential
colleges, and the police is required.

The many present and current students that
have publicly demonstrated their support for
our great student culture has been heartening
to see. There is a petition calling for TVNZ to
apologise and groups formed to create a video
that shows the real student experience in Dun-
edin. You can sign the petition here:

https://goo.gl/1bQpK7

Paul Hunt
president@ousa.orgnz

NOMINATIONS
ARE NOW OPEN
UNTIL FRIDAY

7 AUGUST, 4PM

bgawards.ousa.org.nz
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Ousarecreation
Free Hot Oaty Brek!

Winter has made a grand entrance so we will

now be adding porridge to the menu at our FREE
breakfasts! If your feeling the chills (or the effects
of an empty wallet) come along to the Recreation
Centre between 9 and 10am weekdays

1/2 Year Squash
Memberships on Sale!

We're about half way through the year so we've
slashed our memberships to half price! For full
access to our courts (as a student) it's only $52.50.
For more details come talk to the Rec. Centre team.

This Week !
18-22nd May

On Tuesday we will announce the
OUSA Best Landlord awards! Then on
Wednesday and Thursday we'll be
running a Flatting Expo in the Main
Common Room with loads of prizes
and giveaways, and free flatting clinics!
Be sure to check it out.
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